June 19, 2001

Ms. Rita Kilpatrick

Georgians for Clean Energy

427 Moreland Avenue, NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30307

SUBJECT: REPLY TO JUNE 9, 2000, LETTER CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT FOR LICENSE RENEWAL FOR EDWIN |. HATCH
NUCLEAR PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2

Dear Ms. Kilpatrick:

By letter dated June 9, 2000, you provided comments regarding the draft supplemental
environmental impact statement for the license renewal for Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant, Units
1 and 2. The new issues that you raised regarding vulnerability to hurricanes and wildfires have
been forwarded to us for resolution.

Hurricanes are addressed in Section 2.3 of the “Safety Evaluation of the Edwin |. Hatch Nuclear
Plant Unit 1,” issued May 11, 1973, and Section 2.3 of the “Safety Evaluation Report related to
operation of Edwin I. Hatch, Unit No. 2,” (Unit 2 SER) issued June 1978. The discussion in the
Unit 2 SER provides more detail and states that hurricanes and tropical storms moving from the
Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean may produce rain and strong winds as they pass across
the site, but that the distance from either coast helps to diminish the storm intensity as it might
affect the site. The plant has been designed for winds in excess of 100 miles per hour which
may be expected in the area every 100 years. Therefore, we conclude that the Hatch facility is
adequately designed against hurricanes.

A report entitled, “Edwin |. Hatch Nuclear Plant Individual Plant Examination of External
Events,” was submitted to the Nuclear Regulatory by letter dated January 26, 1996. Section
5.4 of this report states that, pursuant to the guidelines of NUREG-1407, “Procedural and
Submittal Guidance for the Individual Plant Examination of External Events (IPEEE) for Severe
Accident Vulnerabilities,” June 1991, Hatch is not required to address several specific hazards,
including external fires (forest fires, grass fires). NUREG-1407 refers to NUREG/CR-5042,
Supplement 2, “Evaluation of External Hazards to Nuclear Power Plants in the United States,”
issued February 1989. Section 2.2.6 of NUREG/CR-5042, Supplement 2, states that because
nuclear power plant sites are cleared of forests and brush during construction, external fires are
considered only in the context of the loss-of-offsite power and station blackout. In a letter dated
November 1, 1991, the NRC found that Hatch was adequately designed to withstand a station
blackout, which includes a loss-of-offsite power and a loss-of-onsite AC (alternating current)
power. Therefore, we conclude that the Hatch facility is adequately designed against wildfires.
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We trust that this explanation is responsive to your concerns. Should you have any questions
or comments on this response, please contact me toll-free at 1-800-368-5642.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Leonard N. Olshan, Senior Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate Il

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-321 and 50-366

cc: See next page
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Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant

cc:

Mr. Ernest L. Blake, Jr.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts
and Trowbridge

2300 N Street, NW.

Washington, DC 20037

Mr. D. M. Crowe

Manager, Licensing

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

P. O. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Resident Inspector

Plant Hatch

11030 Hatch Parkway N.
Baxley, Georgia 31531

Mr. Charles H. Badger

Office of Planning and Budget
Room 610

270 Washington Street, SW.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Harold Reheis, Director
Department of Natural Resources
205 Butler Street, SE., Suite 1252
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Steven M. Jackson
Senior Engineer - Power Supply
Municipal Electric Authority

of Georgia
1470 Riveredge Parkway, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30328-4684

Charles A. Patrizia, Esquire

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
10th Floor

1299 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20004-9500

Chairman

Appling County Commissioners
County Courthouse

Baxley, Georgia 31513

Mr. J. D. Woodard

Executive Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

P. O. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Mr. P. W. Wells

General Manager, Edwin I. Hatch
Nuclear Plant

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

U.S. Highway 1 North

P. O. Box 2010

Baxley, Georgia 31515

Mr. L. M. Bergen

Resident Manager

Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant
P. O. Box 2010

Baxley, Georgia 31515

Mr. H.L. Sumner. Jr.

Vice President - Nuclear
Hatch Project

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

P.O. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295



