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At your request (by letter from D. E. Vandenburgh to Director, Directorate
of Licensing, dated December 20, 1972) and after our evaluation of the
justification contained therein, the following change to the Technical
Specifications of Facility Operating License No. DPR-28 for the Vermont
Yankee Nuclear Power Station (Vermont Yankee) is being made for a limited
period, from January 1, 1973, through January 15, 1973.

This change in the Technical Specifications will permit operation with a
higher peak noble gas release rate during this period for the purpose of
permitting higher power operations preceeding an outage to replace failed
fuel. 7The higher power operation is necessary to allow build-up of a
sufficiently high fission product inventory to improve the failed fuel
testing equipment sensitivity. Because of the apparently significant
number of cladding defects in the fuel, as determined from recent off-
gas release rates, the power level has been reduced. Operation at a
power level not to exceed the licensed level of 1593 MWT, which could
result in the off-gas release rate authorized by this change, would not
be expected to have any other significant impact on the operation, e.g.,
acceleration of fuel element damage. Since the average rate of noble

gas release for the two week period would not exceed the present limit,
the estimated maximum dose within the low population zone from a continuous
noble gas release rate of 0.22 ci/sec for the two week period is less than
20 mrem. Thus, we have goncluded that the operation permitted by this
temporary change to the Technical Specifications would not significantly
affect off-site radiation exposures. We have further concluded that this
temporary change does not present significant hazard considerations not
described or implicit in the Safety Analysis Report and there is reason-~
able assurance tkat the health and safety of the public will not be
endangered. '
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Accordingly, pursuant to Section 50.59 of 10 CFR Part 50, the Technical
Specifications of Facility Operating License DPR-28 for the Vermont
Yankee Nuclear Power Station are changed effective January 1, 1973, by
changing Specification 3.8.A.2 in 1ite entirety to the following:

"The activity of noble gases released shall not exceed the following:

a. a rate of 0.22 curies per second averaged over the period
of January 1, 1973, through January 15, 1973.

b. a maximum rate of 0.44 curies per second for periods up to
two hours."

On Janvary 16, 1973, Technical Specification 3.8.A.2 will return to the
previous requirement which in its entirety is as follows:

"The activity of noble gases released shall not exceed the rate
of 0.22 curies per second."

Sincerely,

Driginal Signed by
Roger S. Boyd

Roger S. Boyd, Assistant Director

for Boiling Water Reactors
Directorate of Licensing

ce:

Samuel W. Jensch, Esquire, Chairman John A. Ritsher, Esquire
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board  Ropes & Gray

U. S. Atomlc Energy Commission 225 Franklin Street

Washington, D.C. 20545 Boston, Massachusetts

Dr. David B. Hall Gregor I. McGregor, Esquire

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory Agssistant Attorney General

P. 0. Box 1663 Department of the Attorney General
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 State House, Room 370

Boston, Massachusetts 02133
Dr. Ira ¥. Zartman
848 Holly Drive South Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Route #6 U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Washington, D.C. 205845
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Mr. Lawrence E. Minnick, Vice President
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp.
Turnpike Road, Route 9
Westboro, Massachusetts (1581
Honorable James M. Jeffords
Attorney General

State of Vermont

Montpelier, Vermont 05602

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esquire
Berlin, Roisman and Kessler
1910 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jonathan N. Brownell, Esquire
Paterson, Gibson, Noble & Brownell
26 State Street

Montpelier, Vermont 05602

Richard E. Ayres, Lsquire

National Resources Defense Council
36 West 44th Street

New York, New York 10036

Harvey V. Carter, Jr., Esquire
Williams, Witten & Carter

115 Elm Street

Bennington, Vermont 05201

Brooks Memorial Library
Mrs. June Bryant

224 Main Street
Brattleboro, Vermont 05301

Peter 8. Paine, Jr., Esquire
Cleary, Gottleib, Steen & Hamilton
52 Wall Street

New York, New York 10005

J. Eric Anderson, Esquire
Fitts and Olson

16 High Street

Brattleboro, Vermont 05301

JAN 3 W73

Willdiam H., Ward, Esquire
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
State Capitol Building

Topeka, Kangas 66612

Donald W. Stever, Jr., Esquire
Office of the Attorney General
State House Annex

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D.C. 20545

Mr. Frank W. Karas, Chief

Public Proceedings Staff

Office of the Secretary of the
Commission

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission

Washington, D.C. 20545

Honorable William A. Gilbert, Chairman
Central Vermont Public Service Corp.
Seventy Seven Grove Street

Rutland, Vermont ©5701
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Accordingly, pursuant to Section 50.59 of 10 CFR Part 50, the Technical
Specilications of Facility Operating License BPR-26 for the Verwoat
Yankee Nuclear Power Station arce changed cifective Jaosuary 1, 1973, by
changing Specification 3.8.A.2 in its catirety to the folicwing:

"The activity of noble gases released shall uot crceed the following:

a. a rate of 0.22 curies per second averaged over the period
- of Jawuary 1, 1973, throupgh January 15, 1973.
b. a maximum rate cf 7
two hours."

Jziries per second for periods up to

On January 16, 1973, Technical Specification 3.8.A.2 will return to the
previous requirement which in its entirety is as follows:

"The activity of noble gases released shall not cxcced the rate
- of 0.22 curies per second."

Sincerely,
o T —
Lo OCR
(/Cj—(:'\.t,,,hrv/\\\‘) ‘7\(“\\‘"-!;/{
/;/1.mw*‘ . - ',,, Ll

Rogei S. Boyd, Assi nt Divector
for Boiling Water Reactors

Directorate of Licensing

cCd

Samuel W. Jensch, Esquire, Chairman John A. Ritsher, Esquire
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Ropes & Gray

U. S. Atomic Inergy Comnmission 225 Franklin Strecet
Washington, D.C. 20545 Boston, Massdchusetts
Dr. David B. lall Grepor [. McGrepor, Isquire
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory Assistant Attornecy Generval
P. 0. Box 1663 ‘ Department of the Attorney General
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 State House, Room 370
. Boston, Massachusetts 02133
. ' Dr. Ira F. Zartman Y
848 liolly Drive South Atomic Safety and Licensing Doard Panel
Route 6 U. S. Atomic Inergy Commission
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Washingiton, D.C. 20345
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My Lawrence . Minnick, Vice President Willjiqam i1 Ward, Dsauire
Varnient Yankee Naclear Power Corp. Assistant Atuorney General
Turnpiike Road, Route 9 Office ol the Attorney Cencreal
Westhoro, Masuachusetts 01581 state Capitol Building

Topeka, Fansas 66612
Honorable James M. Jeffords

Attorney General Donald W. Stever, Jr., Lscuire
State of Vermon Oifice of the Atrorney General
Montpelicr, Vermuat 05602 State Jlouse Annex

Concord, New lawpshire 03301
Antinony Z. Roisman, Esquire
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