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Change No. 5 
License No. DPR-28

At your request (by letter from D. E. Vandenburgh to Director, Directorate 
of Licensing, dated December 20, 1972) and after our evaluation of the 
justification contained therein, the following change to the Technical 
Specifications of Facility Operating License No. DPR-28 for the Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Power Station (Vermont Yankee) is being made for a limited 
period, from January 1, 1973, through January 15, 1973.  

This change in the Technical Specifications will permit operation with a 
higher peak noble gas release rate during this period for the purpose of 
permitting higher power operations preceeding an outage to replace failed 
fuel. The higher power operation is necessary to allow build-up of a 
sufficiently high fission product inventory to improve the failed fuel 
testing equipment sensitivity. Because of the apparently significant 
number of cladding defects in the fuel, as determined from recent off
gas release rates, the power level has been reduced. Operation at a 
power level not to exceed the licensed level of 1593 MWT, which could 
result in the off-gas release rate authorized by this change, would not 
be expected to have any other significant impact on the operation, e.g., 
acceleration of fuel element damage. Since the average rate of noble 
gas release for the two week period would not exceed the present limit, 
the estimated maximum dose within the low population zone from a continuous 
noble gas release rate of 0.22 ci/sec for the two week period is less than 
20 mrem. Thus, we have eoniluded that the operation permitted by this 
temporary change to the Technical Specifications would not significantly 
affect off-site radiation exposures. We have further concluded that this 
temporary change does not present significant hazard considerations not 
described or implicit in the Safety Analysis Report and there is reason
able assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be 
endangered.
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Accordingly, pursuant to Section 50.59 of 10 CFR Part 50, the Technical 
Specifications of Facility Operating License DPR-28 for the Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Power Station are changed effective January 1, 1973, by 
changing Specification 3.8.A.2 in its entirety to the following: 

"The activity of noble gases released shall not exceed the following: 

a. a rate of 0.22 curies per second averaged over the period 
of January 1, 1973, through January 15, 1973.  

b. a maximum rate of 0.44 curies per second for periods up to 
two hours." 

On January 16, 1973, Technical Specification 3.8.A.2 will return to the 
previous requirement which in its entirety is as follows: 

"The activity of noble gases released shall not exceed the rate 
of 0.22 curies per second." 

Sincerely, 

rginal Signed by 
Boger S. Boyd 

Roger S. Boyd, Assistant Director 
for Boiling Water Reactors 

Directorate of Licensing

cc:

Samuel W. Jensch, Esquire, Chairman 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Dr. David B. Hall 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 
P. 0. Box 1663 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Dr. Ira F. Zartman 
848 Holly Drive South 
Route #6 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

John A. Ritsher, Esquire 
Ropes & Gray 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Gregor I. McGregor, Esquire 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of the Attorney General 
State House, Room 370 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545
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cc: (continued)

Mr. Lawrence E. Hinnick, Vice President 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp.  
Turnpike Road, Route 9 
Westboro, Massachusetts 01581 

Honorable James 1. Jeffords 
Attorney General 
State of Vermont 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esquire 
Berlin, Roisman and Kessler 
1910 N Street, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Jonathan N. Brownell, Esquire 
Paterson, Gibson, Noble & Brownell 
26 State Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 

Richard E. Ayres, Esquire 
National Resources Defense Council 
36 West 44th Street 
New York, New York 10036 

Harvey D. Carter, Jr., Esquire 
Williams, Witten & Carter 
115 Elm Street 
Bennington, Vermont 05201 

Brooks Mfemorial Library 
Mrs. June Bryant 
224 Main Street 
Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Peter S. Paine, Jr., Esquire 
Cleary, Gottleib, Steen & Hamilton 
52 Wall Street 
New York, New York 10005 

J. Eric Anderson, Esquire 
Fitts and Olson 
16 High Street 
Brattleboro, Vermont 05301

William H. Ward, Esquire 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
State Capitol Building 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 

Donald W. Stever, Jr., Esquire 
Office of the Attorney General 
State House Annex 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Mr. Frank W. Karas, Chief 
Public Proceedings Staff 
Office of the Secretary of the 

Commission 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Honorable William A. Gilbert, Chairman 
Central Vermont Public Service Corp.  
Seventy Seven Grove Street 
Rutland, Vermont 05701
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Accordinl]y, pursuant to Section 50.59 of 10 CFR Part 50, the Technical 

specificaltions; of Facil ity Operatinn, License; [Di'-28 f;or the Vermont 

Yankee Nuclear Power Station are chanced e-fct.ve ,uaa;ary 1, 1.973, by 

changing Specification 3.8.A.2 in its entirety to the foll0wing: 

"The activity of noble gases released shal, nIot exceed the foll owing•

a. a rate of 0.22 curies per ;econd alverage(d over t he period 

of January 1, 1973, through January 15, 1973.  

b. a maximum rate of 1 :-..ries per second for periods up to 

two hours.'' 

On January 16, 1973, Technical Specification 3.8.A.2 will return to the 

previous requirement which in its ent.irety is as follows: 

"The activit~y of noble gases released shall not exceed the rate 

of 0.22 curies per second." 

Sincere•]y, 

Rogefrh. By, As~ <~nu Direc tor 
for Boiling Water Reactors 

Directorate of Licensing

cc.:

Samuel W. Jensch, Esquire, Chairman 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Dr. iDavid B. Hall 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 
P. 0. Box 1663 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Dr. Ira F. Zartman 
848 Holly Drive South 
Route #6 
Annapolis, Maryland 21.401

John A. Ri tsher, Esquire 
Ropes & Gray 
225 Franklin Street
Boston, Massachu setts 

Gregor F.. McGregor, Esquire 

Assistant Attorney General 
Department of the Attorney General 
State Hlouse, Room 370 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Wasshing ton, D.C. 20545
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cc: Qaut&~d )

M.liawrancc FK. Minan ick, Vic'e Preas idcent 
Ver: a;Yank(-o N;;H ear iPaxwTr Corp.  

ITurnpike R oad;, Roua t 9 
Westboaro, NassacfltI:Ct 01581.  

Honoab~Sle James M. Jeffordt; 
Att tneay Generai 
St at of 0 Ver-moaL 
Montpelieor, Vermont 05602 

Anthony. Hal ian , Esquire 
BerlIin, Hal sman a ad Kessler 
1910 N Street, N.1W.  
WasThing ton, D.C. 20036 

Jon t ;an N. Brownell1, Esqu ire 
Pa1ier;on :;; IB:n;, Halc & Brownell 
26 Sta te StrM,.  

-Moat pel ier, Vermont 056j02 

RichardU E. Ayres , Esquire 
Nationala Resourcos Defense Council 
36 West 44th Street 
New York, New York 1.0036 

ilarvey D. Carter, Jr. , Esquire 
Willijams, Wi tten & Carter 
115 Elm Street.  
Beaning tan, Vermont 05201 

Brooks Mlemorial; Library 
Mrs . Junme Bryant 
224 Main Street 
B~rattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Peter S. Paine, Jr. , Esquire 
Cleary, Cottleib, Steen & Hamilton 
52 Wall Street.  
New York, New York 1-0005 

T Eric Anderson, Esquire 
Fitts and Olson 
16 Nigh Street 
Bra ttleboro, Vermont 05301

Willam H Har, Esqu ire 
Asisant AtLW~ Gur,'(nrra] 

O);ffice, of tin' 'At orney Cencral
state Capjitol Buil ding 

Tpk, Jar as 666 I12 

Do;-al("i Ný. Sýt eve .r, Jr ., I..aqo ire 
Office of tihe Attoarney Ceneral.  
State H~ouse Annex 
Concord, New, Hlinapslilire 03301 

Atomice Snfet~y and Licensing Appeal Boz 
U.S. Ato-,. H Energy Co;-m-itss co., 

Washinlg ton, D). C. 20545 , 

Mr. ; Fank W'. 1K;rarns C hIM 
140 1; it: PVI'~ 1 ný I i;St a1 Vf 
0; f ire of h Sec;retnry of tA I 

commss si on 
UI. S. A ten c Lnergy (ann mis io-n 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Honorable Wil liam; A. Gilbert, Chairman 
Ccntral Vermoant Public Service Corp.  
Seventy Seve Gr.orve Street 
Rutla;nd , Vermontca 0570]
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