May 30, 2001

Mr. T. F. Plunkett

President, Nuclear Division
Florida Power and Light Company
P.O. Box 14000

Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420

SUBJECT: ST. LUCIE PLANT, UNIT NO. 2 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT RELATED TO ISSUANCE OF
EXEMPTION TO THE INSERVICE TESTING INTERVAL (TAC NO. MB0615)

Dear Mr. Plunkett:
Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact
related to your application for exemption dated November 27, 2000. The proposed exemption
would revise the St. Lucie Unit 2 second 120-month Inservice Testing (IST) interval end date to
coincide with the St. Lucie Unit 1 second IST interval end date, and allow the Unit 2 third IST
interval to run concurrently with the Unit 1 third IST interval.
The assessment is being forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publication.
Sincerely,
/RA/
Brendan T. Moroney, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate |l

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-389
Enclosure: Environmental Assessment

cc w/encl: See next page
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7590-01-P

UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

FLORIDA POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY, ET AL.

DOCKET NO. 50-389

ST. LUCIE PLANT, UNIT NO. 2

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is considering issuance of an
exemption from 10 CFR 50.55a(f)(ii) and 50.55a(f)(5)(i) for Facility Operating License No.
NPF-16, issued to Florida Power and Light Company, et al. (the licensee), for operation of the
St. Lucie Unit 2, located in St. Lucie County, Florida.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of the Proposed Action:

The proposed action would revise the second and third 120-month Inservice Test (IST)
intervals for St. Lucie Unit 2. Currently, St. Lucie Unit 2 is in its second IST interval, with an end
date of August 7, 2003. The proposed action would shorten the second IST interval for
St. Lucie Unit 2 by retroactively changing the end date to February 10, 1998, to coincide with
the end date of the second IST interval for St. Lucie Unit 1. Thus, the third IST interval for both
units would begin on February 11, 1998, and end on February 10, 2008.

The proposed action is in accordance with the licensee's application for exemption
dated November 27, 2000.

The Need for the Proposed Action:

The IST intervals for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 are currently offset by approximately 5
years, primarily due to the initial licensing dates of the units. This requires maintaining distinct
but similar programs, with the administrative burden of updating them approximately every 5

years. The proposed action provides a one-time schedule exemption, which would allow the



-2-
licensee to implement a combined IST program consistent between units, requiring compliance
with the same edition of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code and addenda,
and allow both units to be tested using the same test requirements.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

The NRC has completed its evaluation of the proposed action and concludes that there
are no significant environmental impacts associated with the proposed action.

The proposed action will not significantly increase the probability or consequences of
accidents, no changes are being made in the types of any effluents that may be released off
site, and there is no significant increase in occupational or public radiation exposure.
Therefore, there are no significant radiological environmental impacts associated with the
proposed action.

With regard to potential nonradiological impacts, the proposed action does not involve
any historic sites. It does not affect nonradiological plant effluents and has no other
environmental impact. Therefore, there are no significant nonradiological environmental
impacts associated with the proposed action.

Accordingly, the NRC concludes that there are no significant environmental impacts
associated with the proposed action.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action:

As an alternative to the proposed action, the staff considered denial of the proposed
action (i.e., the “no-action” alternative). Denial of the application would result in no change in
current environmental impacts. The environmental impacts of the proposed action and the
alternative action are similar.

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action does not involve the use of any different resources than those previously

considered in the Final Environmental Statement for St. Lucie Unit 2 (NUREG-0842).



Agencies and Persons Consulted:

In accordance with its stated policy, on May 17, 2001, the staff consulted with the
Florida State official, William Passetti, of the Bureau of Radiation Control, regarding the

environmental impact of the proposed action. The State official had no comments.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

On the basis of the environmental assessment, the NRC concludes that the proposed
action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment. Accordingly,
the NRC has determined not to prepare an environmental impact statement for the proposed
action.

For further details with respect to the proposed action, see the licensee's letter dated
November 27, 2000. Documents may be examined, and/or copied for a fee, at the NRC'’s
Public Document Room, located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike (first floor),
Rockville, Maryland. Publicly available records will be accessible electronically from the

ADAMS Public Library component on the NRC Web site, http:\\www.nrc.gov (the Public

Electronic Reading Room).

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day of May 2001.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
/RA/
Brendan T. Moroney, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate Il

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation



Mr. T. F. Plunkett
Florida Power and Light Company

cc:
Senior Resident Inspector
St. Lucie Plant

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

P.O. Box 6090
Jensen Beach, Florida 34957

Joe Myers, Director

Division of Emergency Preparedness

Department of Community Affairs
2740 Centerview Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100

M. S. Ross, Attorney

Florida Power & Light Company
P.O. Box 14000

Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420

Mr. Douglas Anderson
County Administrator

St. Lucie County

2300 Virginia Avenue

Fort Pierce, Florida 34982

Mr. William A. Passetti, Chief
Department of Health

Bureau of Radiation Control

2020 Capital Circle, SE, Bin #C21
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1741

Mr. Rajiv S. Kundalkar

Vice President

St. Lucie Nuclear Plant

6351 South Ocean Drive
Jensen Beach, Florida 34957

ST. LUCIE PLANT
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Plant General Manager
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Licensing Manager
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Manager, Nuclear Plant Support Services
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P.O. Box 14000
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Mr. J. A. Stall
Vice President - Nuclear Engineering
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P.O. Box 14000

Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420
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Department of Public Safety
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Environmental Review Coordinator
US EPA Region 4

61 Forsyth Street, SW.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104



