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Docket No. 50-277

Mr. Edward G. Bauer, Jr.

Vice President and General Counsel
Philadelphia Electric Company
2301 Market Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101

Dear Mr, Bauer:

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS PERTAINING
TO EXTENSION OF LOCAL LEAK RATE TEST INTERVAL FOR PRIMARY
CONTAINMENT ISOLATION VALVES

By letter dated December 9, 1983, The Philadelphia Electric Company,

(the licensee) requested changes to the Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station,
Unit 2, Technical Specifications and an exemption from requirements of

10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, to permit a one-time extension of approximately
two months for local leak rate test intervals for seven primary containment
isolation valves (four Main Steam Line Isolation Valves and three feedwater
isolation valves). In your submittal and during subsequent conversations with
our staff by telephone and meetings, you presented the leakage test history

of the valves affected, the improved maintenance techniques being used on the
Main Steam Line Isolation Valves (MSIVs) together with the arguments of
redundancy on the main steam lines, the Timited operating environment to which
the valves have been exposed due to an extended outage and newly proposed
operating guidelines which would mitigate the offsite radiological
consequences in the event of a substantial MSIV Teakage following an accident.
The staff in its review of your request focused first on the MSIVs because of
the February 20, 1984 testing interval due date.

10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section III.D.3 requires the following test
interval for those valves covered by this request:

"Type C tests shall be performed during each reactor shutdown
for refueling but in no case at intervals greater than 2 years",

e T T T



-2 -

Although the licensee has initiated an improved maintenance program for MSIVs
which has resulted in a substantial improvement in the "as found" Teakage
rates over the previous leakage history of these valves, we have concluded
that the improvement is not sufficient to justify extending the test interval
requested by the licensee. On this basis, we conclude, that an exemption to
the Commission's regulations which specifically require Type C testing to be
at intervals in no case greater than 2 years should not be granted.

Therefore, we deny your December 9, 1983 request for a one-time extension

of the local Teak rate test interval from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50,
Appendix J, Section III.D and Technical Specifications, Section 4.7.A.2.f
and Tables 3.7.2 through 3.7.4 (Notes 5 and 6).

Sincerely,

original signed by .
parrell G. Eisenhu‘l}

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing

cc: See next page
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Although the licensee hag initiated an improved maintenance program for MSIVs
which has resulted in afsubstantial improvement in the "as founf” leakage

rates over the previous{leakage history of these valves, we t conc1ude°L

that the improvement is Sufficient to justify extending the test 1nterva1/,,ayaquw
requested by the licensee. On this basis, we conclude, that an extensien;t

the Commission's regulations which spec1f1ca11y require Type C testing to be

at intervals in no case greater than 2 years should not be granted.

Therefore, we deny your December 9, 1983 request for a one-time extension

of the local leak rate test interval from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50,
Appendix J, Section III.D and Technical Specifications, Section 4.7.A.2.f
and Tables 3.7.2 through 3.7.4 (Notes 5 and 6).

Sincerely,

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing

cc: See next page
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Although the licensee has initiated an improved maintenance program for MSIVs
which has resulted in a substantial improvement in the "as found" leakage
rates over the previous leakage history of these valves, leakage beyond the
allowable Technical Specification 1imits has still been found during tests.
We conclude, therefore, that the licensee has not provided a sufficient
technical basis for the granting of an extension to the Commission's
regulations which specifically require Type C testing to be at intervals in
no case greater than 2 years.

Therefore, we deny your December 9, 1983 request for a one-time extension
of the Tocal leak rate test interval from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50,
Appendix J.

Sincerely,

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing

cc: See next page
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Philadelphia Electric Company.
cc w/enclosure(s):

Eugene J. Bradley

Philadelphia Electric Company
Assistant General Counsel

23071 Market Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101

Troy B. Conner, Jr.
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Thomas A. Deming, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Natural Resources
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Philadelphia Electric Company
ATTN: Mr. W. T. Ullrich
Peach Bottom Atomic
Power Station
" Delta, Pennsylvania 17314

Albert R. Steel, Chairman
Board of Supervisors

- Peach Bottom Township

R. D. #1

Delta, Pennsylvania 17314

Allen R. Blough '

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
0ffice of Inspection and Enforcement
Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station

P. 0. Box 399

Delta, Pennsylvania 17314

Regional Radiation Representative
EPA Region III .

Curtis Building (Sixth Floor)

6th and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

M. J. Cooney, Superintendent o
Generation Division - Nuclear
Philadelphia Electric Company

2301 Market Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101

Mr. R. A. Heiss, Coordinator

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse

Governor's Office of State Planning
and Development

P. 0. Box 1323 N

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Thomas M. Gerusky, Director:

Bureau of Radiation Protection

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Resources

P. 0. Box 2063 -

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Me. Thomas E. Murley, Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I

Office of Inspection and Enforcement
631 Park Avenue .

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406.
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY, ET AL

DOCKET NO. 50-277

NOTICE OF DENIAL OF AMENDMENT TO

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE- AND OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has received a
request dated December 9, 1983, for an exemption from requirements of 10 CFR
Part 50, Appendix J, and for an amendment to Facility Operating License No.
DPR-44 1issued to Phi]adé1phia Electric Company, Publfc Service Electric
and Gas Company, Delmarva Power and Light Company and Atlantic City Electric
Company (the licensees), for operation of the Peach Bottom Atomic Power
Statidh, Unit No. 2, Tocated in York County, Pennsylvania. Thé Ticensees
requested an‘extension of approximately two months to the local leak rate test

interval for seven primary containment isolation valves.

Although the licensees have initiated an improved maintenance program
which has resulted in a substantial improvement in the "as found" leakage

rates over the previous leakage history of the valves in question, the
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Commission has concluded that the improvement is not sufficient to justify
extending the test interval requested by the 1icensees. Accordingly, the
Commission hasvdenied this request for an exemption from the requirements

of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, and request for amendment to the license.

By February 27, 1984, the Ticensees may file a request for a hearing with
respect to denial of the amendment to the subject facility operating license
and any persoﬁ whose interest may be affected by this denial and who wishes to
participate as a party in the prpceeding must file a written petition for
leave to intervene. Requests for hearings and petitions for leave to intervene
shall be filed in accordance with the Commission;s "Rules of Practice for

Domestic Licensing Proceedings" in 10 CFR Part 2.

A request for a hearing or petition for leave to intervene must be filed
with the Secretary of tﬁe Commission, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, D.C. 20555, Attention: Docketing and Service Branch, or may be
delivered to the Commission's Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C., by the above date. Where petitions are filed the last ten
(10) days of the notice period, it is requested that the petitioner promptly
so inform the Commission by a tol1-free telephone call to Western Union at
(800) 325-6000 (in Missouri (800) 342-6700). The Western Union operator
should be given Datagram Identification Number 3737 and the following message

" addressed to John Stolz: petitioner's name and telephone number; date

petition was mailed; plant name; and publication date and page number of this
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FEDERAL REGISTER notice. A copy of the petition should also be sent to the
Executive Legal Director, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, '
Washington, D.C. 20555, and to Mr. Troy B. Conner, Jr., 1747 Pennsylvania Ave-

nue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, attorney for Phi]adelphiaAE1ectric Comp;ny.

For further details with respect to this action, see (1) the application
for an exemption request and amendment dated December 9, 1983, and (2) the
Commissiog's letter to Philadelphia Electric Company dated January 20, 1984,
which are available for public inspection at the Commission's Public Document
Room, 1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., and at the Government Publica-
tions Section, State Library of Pennsvivania, Education Building, Commonwealth

and Walnut Streets, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this 2Qtikay of January 1984.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Johyl F. Stolz, Chief __
Qpgrating Reactors Branch No. 4
Division of Licensing




UNITED STATES

: "NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSIOk DISTRIBUTION:
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555 Docket File
January 20, 1984 , ORB#4 Rdg
Ringram
DOCKET No. 50-277
MEMORANDUM FOR: Docketing and Service Branch

Office of the Secretary of the Commission
FROM: Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
SUBJECT: PEACH BOTTOM ATOMIC POWER STATION, UNIT 2
One signed original of the Federa/ Register Notice identified below is enclosed for your transmittal to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication. Additional conformed copies ( 6 ) of the Notice are enclosed for your use,
D Notice of Receipt of Application for Construction Permit(s) and Operating License(s).

D Notice of Receipt of Partial Application for Construction Permit(s) and Facility License(s): Time for Submission of Views
on Antitrust Matters,

D Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Amendment to Facility Operating License.
D Notice of Receipt of Application for Facility License(s); Notice of Availability of Applicant’s Environmental Report; and
Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Facility License(s) and Notice of Opportunity for Hearing,
D Notice of Availability of NRC Draft/Final Environmental Statement,
D Notice of Limited Work Authorization,
D Notice of Availability of Safety Evaluation Report,
; D Notice of Issuance of Construction Permit(s).
i [_—_| Notice of Issuance of Facility Operating License(s) or Amendment(s).
|
| [_1 order.
D Exemption,
[:] Notice of Granting of Relief.
other: Notice of Denial, etc.
Please insert date on the 2nd page 1st paragraph of this notice for a 30-day
intervention period, and call Caryn on extension 28960 to inform her of the date
‘ inserted.
Referenced documents have been provided PDR. Qﬂﬁ&a&iﬁ&c;&? -tors R%&M%’?m #, DL
Enclosure:
As stated
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