UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

May 11, 2001

*o oy xn X
Mr. J. B. Beasley, Jr.
Vice President
Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.
Post Office Box 1295
Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

SUBJECT: VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2 RE: ISSUANCE
OF AMENDMENTS (TAC NOS. MA9851 AND MA9852)

Dear Mr. Beasley:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No.119  to Facility

Operating License NPF-68 and Amendment No. 97 to Facility Operating License NPF-81 for

the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2. The amendments consist of changes to the
Technical Specifications (TS) in response to your application dated August 28, 2000.

The amendments revise TS Section 5.5.2.b, “Primary Coolant Sources Outside Containment,”
by changing the system leak test frequency from “at refueling cycle intervals or less” to “at
least once every 18 months.” The proposed change will also allow the provisions of
Surveillance Requirement (SR) 3.0.2 to apply to TS Section 5.5.2.b.

A copy of the related Safety Evaluation is also enclosed. A Notice of Issuance will be included
in the Commission's biweekly Federal Register notice.

Sincerely,

i

Ramin Assa, Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-424 and 50-425
Enclosures:

1. Amendment No. 119 to NPF-68
2. Amendment No. 97 to NPF-81
3. Safety Evaluation

cc w/encls: See next page
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20555-0001

SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, INC.

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY

OGLETHORPE POWER CORPORATION

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AUTHORITY OF GEORGIA

CITY OF DALTON, GEORGIA

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNIT 1

AMENDMENT TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENGE

Amendment No. 119
License No. NPF-68

1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that:

A.

The application for amendment to the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Unit 1 (the
facility) Facility Operating License No. NPF-68 filed by the Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc. (the licensee), acting for itself, Georgia Power Company, Oglethorpe
Power Corporation, Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia, and City of Dalton, Georgia
(the owners), dated August 28, 2000, complies with the standards and requirements of
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the Act), and the Commission’s rules and
regulations as set forth in 10 CFR Chapter I;

The facility will operate in conformity with the application, the provisions of the Act, and
the rules and regulations of the Commission,

There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized by this amendment can

be conducted without endangering the heaith and safety of the public, and (i) that such
activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission’s regulations set forth in
10 CFR Chapter I;

The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and
security or to the health and safety of the public; and

The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 51 of the
Commission’s regulations and all applicable requirements have been satisfied.



2. Accoraingly, the license is hereby amended by page changes to the Technical
Specifications as indicated in the attachment to this license amendment, and paragraph
2.C.(2) of Facility Operating License No. NPF-68 is hereby amended to read as follows:

Technical Specifications and Environmenta!l Protection Plan

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendix A, as revised through Amendment
No. 119 , and the Environmental Protection Plan contained in Appendix B, both of
which are attached hereto, are hereby incorporated into this license. Southern Nuclear
shall operate the facility in accordance with the Technical Specifications and the
Environmental Protection Plan.

3. This license amendment is effective as of its date of issuance and shall be implemented
within 30 days of issuance.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Richard L. Emch, Jr.. Chief, Section 1
Project Directorate 1l

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Attachment:
Technical Specification
Changes

Date of Issuance: gy 11, 2001
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTOM. D.C 208555-0081

SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, INC.

' GEORGIA POWER COMPANY

OGLETHORPE POWER CORPORATION

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AUTHORITY OF GEORGIA

CITY OF DALTON, GEORGIA

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNIT 2

AMENDMENT TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE

Amendment No. 97
License No. NPF-81

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that:

A.

The application for amendment to the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Unit 2 (the
facility) Facility Operating License No. NPF-81 filed by the Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc. (the licensee), acting for itself, Georgia Power Company Oglethorpe
Power Corporation, Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia, and City of Dalton, Georgia
(the owners), dated August 28, 2000, complies with the standards and requirements of
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the Act), and the Commission’s rules and
regulations as set forth in 10 CFR Chapter |;

The facility will operate in conformity with the application, the provisions of the Act, and
the rules and reguiations of the Commission;

There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized by this amendment can

be conducted without endangering the health and safety of the public, and (i) that such
activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission’s regulations set forth in
10 CFR Chapter |;

The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and
security or to the health and safety of the public; and

The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 51 of the
Commission’s regulations and all applicable requirements have been satisfied.



2. Accoranigly, the license is hereby amended by page changes to the Technical
Specifications as indicated in the attachment to this license amendment, and paragraph
2.C.(2) of Facility Operating License No. NPF-81 is hereby amended to read as follows:

Technical Specifications and Environmental Protection Plan

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendix A, as revised through Amendment
No. 97 , and the Environmental Protection Plan contained in Appendix B, both of
which are attached hereto, are hereby incorporated into this license. Southem Nuclear
shall operate the facility in accordance with the Technical Specifications and the
Environmental Protection Plan.

3. This license amendment is effective as of its date of issuance and shall be implemented
within 30 days of issuance.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WX?W%.

Richard L. Emch, Jr., Chief, Section 1
Project Directorate i

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Attachment:
Technical Specification
Changes

Date of Issuance: My 11, 2001



ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 119

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-68

DOCKET NO. 50-424

AND

TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 97

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-81

DOCKET NO. 50-425

Replace the following page of the Appendix A Technical Specifications with the attached
revised page. The revised page is identified by amendment number and contain marginal lines
indicating the areas of change. Overleaf page provided for document completeness.

Bemove Insert

5.5-2 5.5-2



(03]

2.0 ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL

5.5 Programs anc hManuais

The following programs shall be established. implemented. and maintained.

551 Offsite Dose Calculation Manual (ODCM

a. The ODCM shall contain the methodology and parameters used in the
calculation of offsite doses resulting from radioactive gaseous and liquid
effluents, in the calculation of gaseous and liquid effluent monitoring alarm
and trip setpoints, and in the conduct of the radiological environmental

monitoring program; and

b.  The ODCM shall also contain the Radioactive Effluent Controls and
Radiological Environmental Monitoring activities, and descriptions of the
information that should be included in the Annual Radiological
Environmental Operating and Radioactive Effluent Release Reports
required by Specification 5.6.2 and Specification 5.6.3.

Licensee initiated changes to the ODCM:

a. Shall be documented and records of reviews performed shall be retained.
This documentation shall contain:

1. sufficient information to support the change(s) together with the
appropriate analyses or evaluations justifying the change(s),

2. adetermination that the change(s) maintain the levels of radioactive
effluent control required by 10 CFR 20.1302, 40 CFR 190,
10 CFR 50.36a, and 10 CFR 50, Appendix I, and not adversely
impact the accuracy or reliability of effluent, dose, or setpoint
calculations;

b. Shall become effective after the approval of the General Manager -
Nuclear Plant; and

c.  Shalf be submitted to the NRC in the form of a complete, legible copy of
the entire ODCM as a part of or concurrent with the Radioactive Effluent
Release Report for the period of the report in which any change in the
ODCM was made. Each change shall be identified by markings in the
margin of the affected pages, clearly indicating the area of the page

(continued)

Vogtle Units 1 and 2 5.5-% Amendment No. 96 (Unit 1)
Amendment No. 74 (Unit 2)



5.5 Programs and hlanuals

5.5.1

5.5.2

553

Offsite Dose Caicuiation Manuai (ODCM: _:ar;:inue;:_

that was changed. and shall indicate the date {i.e.. month and year) the change
was implemented.

Primary Coolant Sources Qutside Containment

This program provides controls to minimize leakage from those portions of
systems outside containment that could contain highly radioactive fluids during a
serious transient or accident to levels as low as practicable. The systems
include:

Residual Heat Removal System;

Containment Spray System;

Safety Injection (excluding Boron Injection and Accumulators);
Chemical and Volume Control System (Letdown and Charging
Systems);

Post Accident Processing System;

Gaseous Waste Processing System; and

) Nuclear Sampling System (Pressurizer steam and liquid sampling
lines. Reactor Coolant sample lines, RHR sample lines, CVCS
Demineralizer and Letdown Heat Exchanger sample lines only).

=

Naeu

The program shall include the following:
a. Preventive maintenance and periodic visual inspection requirements; and
b.  Leak test requirements for each system at least once per 18 months. The

provisions of SR 3.0.2 are applicable.

Post Accident Sampling

This program provides controls that ensure the capability to obtain and analyze
reactor coolant, radioactive gases and particulates in plant gaseous effluents,
and containment atmosphere samples under accident conditions. The program
shall include the following:

a.  Training of personnel;

(continued)

Vogtle Units 1 and 2 5.5-2 Amendment No. 119 (Unit 1)

Amendment No. 97 (Unit 2)



UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTCN, D.C. 20555-00C¢

SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION

RELATED TO AMENDMENT NO. 119 TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NPF-68

AND AMENDMENT NO. g7 TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NPF-81

SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, INC., ET AL.

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2

DOCKET NOS. 50-424 AND 50-425

1.0 INTRODUCTION

By letter dated August 28, 2000, Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc., et al. (the
licensee) proposed license amendments to change the Technical Specifications (TS) for the
Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2. The proposed changes would revise

TS Section 5.5.2.b, “Primary Coolant Sources Outside Containment,” by changing the system
leak test frequency from “at refueling cycle intervals or less” to “at least once every 18 months.”
The proposed change will aiso allow the provisions of Surveillance Requirement (SR) 3.0.2 to
apply to TS Section 5.5.2.b.

2.0 EVALUATION

TS Section 5.5.2 contains program requirements to minimize leakage from those portions of
systems outside containment that could contain highly radioactive fluids during and following a
postulated design basis accident to levels as low as practicable. it also specifies that leak test
requirements for each system listed under TS Section 5.5.2 be conducted at refueling cycle
intervals or less.

The proposed change affects only the interval at which leak rate tests are performed. Under
the proposed change, leak rate testing will be performed at 18 months intervals regardiess of
actual refueling cycle lengths, and if an extension of that interval becomes necessary due to
scheduling consideration, the provisions of SR 3.0.2 will provide necessary flexibility. The
bases for SR 3.0.2 state that the 25 percent extension facilitates surveillance scheduling and
considers plant operating conditions that may not be suitable for conducting the surveillance.
Therefore, the maximum extension that can be applied to those portions of systems outside of
containment subject to being leak tested under TS Section 5.5.2 would be 25 percent of

18 months or 4.5 months.

The staff concludes that the license amendments requested by the licensee are acceptable.
The bases for the staff’s acceptance are (1) the scheduling flexibility provided by the proposed
change will not reduce the effectiveness of the leak test requirements, and (2) the proposed
change still meets the requirements of Item Ii1.D.1.1, “Integrity of Systems Outside Containment
Likely to Contain Radioactive Material for Pressurized-Water Reactors and Boiling-Water
Reactors,” in NUREG-0737, “Clarification of TMI Action Plan Requirements.”



3.0 STATE CONSULTATION

in accordance with the Commission’s regulations, the Georgia State official was notified of the
proposed issuance of the amendments. The State official had no comments.

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION

The amendments change requirements with respect to installation or use of a facility
component located within the restricted area as defined in 10 CFR Part 20 and change
surveillance requirements. The NRC staff has determined that the amendments involve no
significant increase in the amounts and no significant change in the types of any effluents that
may be released offsite and that there is no significant increase in individual or cumulative
occupational radiation exposure. The Commission has previously issued a proposed finding
that the amendments involve no significant hazards consideration, and there has been no
public comment on such finding (65 FR 56955). Accordingly, the amenaments meet the
eligibility criteria for categorical exclusion set forth in 10 CFR 51.22(c)(9). Pursuant to 10 CFR
51.22(b) no environmental impact statement or environmental assessment need be prepared in
connection with the issuance of the amendments.

5.0 CONCLUSION

The Commission has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that: (1) there
is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be endangered by
operation in the proposed manner, (2) such activities will be conducted in compliance with the

Commission's regulations, and (3) the issuance of the amendments will not be inimical to the
common defense and security or to the health and safety of the public.

Principal Contributor: Jay Lee

Date: May 11, 2001



Vogtle Electric Generating Plant

cc:

Mr. J. A. Bailey

Manager, Licensing

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

P. O. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Mr. J. Gasser

General Manager, Vogtle Electric
Generating Plant

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

P. 0. Box 1600

Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Office of Planning and Budget
Room 6158

270 Washington Street, SW.
Atianta, Georgia 30334

Mr. J. D. Woodard

Executive Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

P. 0. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Steven M. Jackson
Senior Engineer - Power Supply
Municipal Electric Authority

of Georgia
1470 Riveredge Parkway, NW.
Atlanta, Georgia 30328-4684

Harold Reheis, Director
Department of Natural Resources
205 Butler Street, SE. Suite 1252
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Attorney General

Law Department

132 Judicial Building
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Mr. J. D. Sharpe

Resident Manager

Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Alvin W. Vogtle Nuclear Plant
P. O. Box 1600

Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Charles A. Patrizia, Esquire

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
10th Floor

1299 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20004-9500

Arthur H. Domby, Esquire
Troutman Sanders
NationsBank Pfaza

600 Peachtree Street, NE.
Suite 5200

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-2216

Resident Inspector

Vogtle Plant

8805 River Road
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Office of the County Commissioner
Burke County Commission
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830



