
June 7, 2001

Mr. Lake Barrett, Acting Director
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
U.S. Department of Energy, Headquarters
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20585

Dear Mr. Barrett:

I am responding to your letter to Chairman Meserve of May 7, 2001, describing the U.S.
Department of Energy�s process for its evaluation of the Yucca Mountain site.  The U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has begun its reviews of the Supplement to the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and the Yucca Mountain Science and
Engineering Report (YMS&ER) issued on May 4, 2001.  In that regard, the NRC anticipates that
it will be able to complete its review of the supplement to the DEIS within the established public
comment period.  Further, the NRC intends to complete its review of the YMS&ER and submit
its preliminary sufficiency comments to the Department of Energy (DOE) by October 1, 2001, in
accordance with your request.  

However, you indicated that the DOE plans to issue, within the next few months, 
additional information in a Supplemental Science and Performance Analysis Report and 
Preliminary Site Suitability Evaluation which the Secretary of Energy will use in considering a
possible site recommendation.  The timing of release and nature of information provided in
these documents, could affect the timely submission of NRC�s preliminary sufficiency
comments.  Therefore, we ask that the additional information be provided to the NRC as soon
as possible.  

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me.

Sincerely,

/RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director for Operations

cc: See enclosed list
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