
Mr. John H. Mueller 
"Chief Nuclear Officer ..  

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
Nine Mile Nuclear Station 
Operations Building, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 63 
Lycoming, NY 13093

December 22.-, 8

SUBJECT: ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENT FOR NINE MILE POINT NUCLEAR STATION, 

UNIT 2 (TAC NO. M98694) 

Dear Mr. Mueller: 

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 8 5 to Facility Operating License 

No. NPF-69 for the Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit 2. The amendment consists of 

changes to the Technical Specifications (TSs) in response to your application transmitted by 

letter dated April 30, 1997, as supplemented by letter dated November 12, 1998.  

The amendment deletes TSs requirements associated with meteorological monitoring 

instrumentation which you have relocated to the Updated Safety Analysis Report in 

accordance with 10 CFR 50.36 and the guidance in NRC Generic Letter 95-10, "Relocation of 

Selected Technical Specification Requirements Related to Instrumentation." 

A copy of the related Safety Evaluation is enclosed. A Notice of Issuance will be included in 

the Commission's next regular biweekly Federal Reqister notice.  

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

DarI S. Hood, Senior Project Manager 
Project Directorate I-1 
Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-410

Enclosures: 1. Amendment No. 85 to 
NPF-69 

2. Safety Evaluation 
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cc w/encls: See next page

UNITED STATES 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 

December 22, 1998 

Mr. John H. Mueller 
Chief Nuclear Officer 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
Nine Mile Nuclear Station 
Operations Building, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 63 
Lycoming, NY 13093 

SUBJECT: ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENT FOR NINE MILE POINT NUCLEAR STATION, 

UNIT 2 (TAC NO. M98694) 

Dear Mr. Mueller 

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 8 5 to Facility Operating License 

No. NPF-69 for the Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit 2. The amendment consists of 

changes to the Technical Specifications (TSs) in response to your application transmitted by 

letter dated April 30, 1997, as supplemented by letter dated November 12, 1998.  

The amendment deletes TSs requirements associated with meteorological monitoring 

instrumentation which you have relocated to the Updated Safety Analysis Report in 

accordance with 10 CFR 50.36 and the guidance in NRC Generic Letter 95-10, "Relocation of 

Selected Technical Specification Requirements Related to Instrumentation." 

A copy of the related Safety Evaluation is enclosed. A Notice of Issuance will be included in 

the Commission's next regular biweekly Federal Re-gister notice.  

Sincerely, 

Dad S. Hood, Senior Project Manager 
Project Directorate I-1 
Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Docket No. 50-410 

Enclosures: 1. Amendment No. 85 to 
NPF-69 

2. Safety Evaluation



DATED: December 22, 1998 

AMENDMENT N08 5 TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-69-NINE MILE POINT 

UNIT 2 

Docket File 
PUBLIC 
PDI-1 Reading 
J. Zwolinski 
S. Bajwa 
S. Little 
D. Hood 
OGC 
G. Hill (2), T-5 C3 
W. Beckner, 013/H15 
ACRS 
L. Doerflein, Region I 
C. Miller 
L. Brown 
J. Donohew

cc: Plant Service list
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John H. Mueller 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation

cc:

Regional Administrator, Region I 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Resident Inspector 
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 
P.O. Box 126 
Lycoming, NY 13093 

Mr. Jim Rettberg 
NY State Electric & Gas Corporation 
Corporate Drive 
Kirkwood Industrial Park 
P.O. Box 5224 
Binghamton, NY 13902-5224 

Mr. John V. Vinquist, MATS Inc.  
P.O. Box 63 
Lycoming, NY 13093 

Supervisor 
Town of Scriba 
Route 8, Box 382 
Oswego, NY 13126 

Mr. Richard Goldsmith 
Syracuse University 
College of Law 
E.I. White Hall Campus 
Syracuse, NY 12223

Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 
Unit No. 2 

Charles Donaldson, Esquire 
Assistant Attorney General 
New York Department of Law 
120 Broadway 
New York, NY 10271 

Mr. Timothy S. Carey 
Chair and Executive Director 
State Consumer Protection Board 
5 Empire State Plaza, Suite 2101 
Albany, NY 12223 

Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esquire 
Winston & Strawn 
1400 L Street, NW.  
Washington, DC 20005-3502 

Gary D. Wilson, Esquire 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
300 Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

Mr. F. William Valentino, President 
New York State Energy, Research, 
and Development Authority 

Corporate Plaza West 
286 Washington Avenue Extension 
Albany, NY 12203-6399



"I ~UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTONX D.C. 20655-0001 

NIAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION 

DOCKET NO. 50-410 

NINE MILE POINT NUCLEAR STATION, UNIT 2 

AMENDMENT TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE 

Amendment No. 85 
License No. NPF-69 

1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 

A. The application for amendment by Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
(the licensee) dated April 30, 1997, as supplemented by letter dated November 12, 
1998, complies with the standards and requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954, as amended (the Act) and the Commission's rules and regulations set forth in 
10 CFR Chapter 1; 

B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, 
the provisions of the Act, and the rules and regulations of the Commission; 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized 
by this amendment can be conducted without endangering the health and safety of 
the public, and (ii) that such activities will be conducted in compliance with the 
Commission's regulations; 

D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common 
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public; and 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 
51 of the Commission's regulations and all applicable requirements have been 
satisfied.  

2. Accordingly, the license is amended by changes to the Technical Specifications as 
indicated in the attachment to this license amendment, and paragraph 2.C.(2) of Facility 
Operating License No. NPF-69 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

(2) Technical Specifications and Environmental Protection Plan 

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendix A and the Environmental 
Protection, Plan contained in Appendix B, both of which are attached hereto, as 
revised through Amendment No. are hereby incorporated into this license.  
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation shall operate the facility in accordance with.  
the Technical Specifications and the Environmental Protection Plan.  
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3. This license amendment is effective as of the date of its issuance to be implemented 
within 30 days.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

S. Singh Bajwa, Director 
Project Directorate I-1 
Division of Reactor Projects - III 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Attachments: 
Changes to the Technical 

Specifications

Date of Issuance: December 22, 1998



ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 8 5

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-69 

DOCKET NO. 50-410 

Replace the following pages of Appendix A Technical Specifications with the attached pages.  
The revised pages are identified by amendment number and contain vertical lines indicating 
the areas of change.  

Remove Insert 
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INSTRUMENTATION

BASES 

MONITORING INSTRUMENTATION 

3.4.3.7.2 SEISMIC MONITORING INSTRUMENTATION 

The OPERABILITY of the seismic monitoring instrumentation ensures that sufficient capability is 

available to promptly determine the ground motion effects of a seismic event and evaluate the 
response of those features important to safety. This capability is required to permit comparison of 

the measured response to that used in the design basis for the unit. This instrumentation is 
consistent with the recommendations of Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.12, "Instrumentation for 
Earthquakes," April 1974.  

3•4.3.7.3 DELETED 

3/4.3.7.4 REMOTE SHUTDOWN MONITORING INSTRUMENTATION 

The OPERABILITY of the remote shutdown monitoring instrumentation ensures that sufficient 
capability is available to permit shutdown and maintenance of HOT SHUTDOWN of the unit from 
locations outside of the control room. This capability is required in the event control room 
habitability is lost and consistent with GDC 19 and 10 CFR 50.  

The OPERABILITY of the remote shutdown system controls ensures that a fire will not preclude 
achieving safe shutdown. The remote shutdown system instrumentation, controls and power 
circuits and transfer switches necessary to eliminate effects of a fire and allow operation of 
instrumentation, control and power circuits required to achieve and maintain a safe shutdown 
condition are independent of areas in which a fire could damage systems normally used to shut 
down the reactor. This capability is consistent with GDC 3 and Appendix R to 10 CFR 50.  

3/4.3.7.5 ACCIDENT-MONITORING INSTRUMENTATION 

The OPERABILITY of the accident-monitoring instrumentation ensures that sufficient information is 
available on selected plant parameters to monitor and assess important variables following an 
accident. This capability is consistent with the recommendations of RG 1.97, "instrumentation 
for Light Water Cooled Nuclear Power Plants to Assess Plant Conditions During and Following an 

Accident," December 1980; and NUREG-0737, "Clarification of TMI Action Plan Requirements," 
November 1980.

NINE MILE POINT - UNIT 2 AMENDMENT NOS 5B314 3-5



UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 205W5-0001 

SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION 

RELATED TO AMENDMENT NO. 85 TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-69 

NIAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION 

NINE MILE POINT NUCLEAR STATION, UNIT 2 

DOCKET NO. 50-410 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

By application dated April 30, 1997, as supplemented by letter dated November 12, 1998, 
Niagara Mohawk Power Company (NMPC and the licensee) proposed a license amendment to 
remove Technical Specifications (TSs) for Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit 2 (NMP2) 
regarding meteorological monitoring instrumentation in accordance with NRC Generic Letter 
(GL) 95-10, "Relocation of Selected Technical Specification Requirements Related to 
Instrumentation." Specifically, the amendment would remove TS 3/4.3.7.3, "Meteorological 
Monitoring Instrumentation," including associated TS Tables 3/4.3.7.3-1, and TS Bases 
3/4.3.7.3. The TSs index would be revised to show these deletions.  

The information proposed for deletion has been relocated to the NMP2 Updated Safety 
Analysis Report (USAR) by the November 1998 Revision.  

The licensee's letter dated November 12, 1998, provided additional information in support of 
the April 30, 1997, license application, and does not affect the Commission's finding of no 
significant hazards consideration that was issued in a Federal Register notice (62 FR 33126, 
June 18, 1997).  

2.0 BACKGROUND 

In 10 CFR 50.47, "Emergency Plans," and 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix E, "Emergency Planning 
and Preparedness for Production and Utilization Facilities," the Commission requires nuclear 
power plant licensees to provide reasonable assurance that adequate protective measures can 
and will be taken in the event of a radiological emergency. Timely access to accurate local 
meteorological data is important for estimating potential radiation doses to the public and for 
determining appropriate protective measures. In 10 CFR 50.36a(a)(2), the Commission 
requires nuclear power plant licensees to submit annual reports specifying the quantity of each 
of the principal radionuclides released to unrestricted areas in liquid and airborne effluents and 
such other information as may be required by the NRC to estimate maximum potential annual 
radiation doses to the public. A knowledge of meteorological conditions in the vicinity of the 
reactor is important in providing a basis for estimating annual radiation doses resulting from 
radioactive materials released in airborne effluents. Accordingly, the meteorological monitoring 
instrumentation serves a useful function in estimating radiation doses to the public from either-.  
routine or accidental releases of radioactive materials to the atmosphere.  
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The NRC has developed criteria, as described in the "Final Policy Statement on Technical 
Specifications Improvements for Nuclear Power Reactors" (58 FR 39132), to determine which 

of a nuclear power plant's design conditions and associated surveillances should be located in 

the TSs. 10 CFR 50.36 as revised (60 FR 36953) specifies four criteria to this end. The 

Commission's Final Policy Statement and documentation related to this revision of 10 CFR 

50.36 acknowledged that implementation of the four criteria may cause some requirements 

presently in TSs to be removed out of existing TSs to documents and programs controlled by 

licensees. On December 15, 1995, the Commission issued GL 95-10 addressing the relocation 

of selected TSS requirements related to instrumentation as a result of applying the 10 CFR 

50.36 criteria. In GL 95-10, the Commission identifies several specifications that are not 

related to dominant contributors to plant risk and do not warrant inclusion in TSs. Included 
among these specifications is meteorological monitoring instrumentation.  

3.0 EVALUATION 

In GL 95-10 the Commission concluded that: 

The meteorological monitoring instrumentation does not serve such a primary protective 

function as to warrant inclusion in the TSs in accordance with the 10 CFR 50.36 criteria.  
The instrumentation does not serve to ensure that the plant is operated within the bounds 

of initial conditions assumed in design basis accident and transient analyses or that the 
plant will be operated to preclude transients or accidents. Likewise, the meteorological 
instrumentation does not serve as part of the primary success path of a safety sequence 

analysis used to demonstrate that the consequences of these events are within the 

appropriate acceptance criteria. Accordingly, the staff has concluded that the 
meteorological instrumentation does not meet the 10 CFR 50.36 criteria and need not be 

included in TSs. The staff has determined that requirements related to the meteorological 

monitoring instrumentation may be moved from the TSs to the UFSAR [a.k.a., USAR] and 

that any subsequent changes to the provisions may be controlled pursuant to 10 CFR 
50.59....  

By letter dated November 30, 1998, NMPC submitted Revision 10 to the NMP2 USAR 

pursuant to 10 CFR 50.71(e). The NRC staff has reviewed Revision 10 to the NMP2 USAR 

and finds that it incorporates the information that would be removed from the TSs by the 

proposed license amendment. Future changes to this information in the USAR will be 

controlled by the licensee pursuant to 10 CFR 50.59. Accordingly, the N RC staff concludes 

that removal of the proposed meteorological monitoring instrumentation information from the 

TSs is consistent with GL 95-10 and 10 CFR 50.36 and is, therefore, acceptable.  

The information relocated to the NMP2 USAR by Revision 10 included the requirement in TS 

3.3.7.3 that a special report be submitted to the NRC pursuant to TS 6.9.2 when one or more 

meteorological monitoring instrumentation channels is inoperable for more than 7 days. In its 

letter of November 12, 1998, NMPC stated that the USAR will be revised again pursuant to 10 

CFR 50.71(e) to reflect the deletion of this special reporting requirement after the proposed 

license amendment removing TS 3.3.7.3 has been approved. NMPC states that in lieu of the 

current special reporting requirement, the loss of meteorological assessment capability would.*=.  

be assessed for reportability consistent with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.72(b)(1)(v) non

emergency events, one-hour reports, as "any event that results in a major loss of emergency
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assessment capability, offsite response capability, or communications capability..." Nine Mile 
Point Nuclear Station Emergency Plan Implementing Procedure EPIP-EPP-08, "Offsite Dose 
Assessment and Protective Action Recommendation," contains guidance for use of NMP 
meteorological data sources and would be used to determine whether the minimum 
requirements for meteorological assessment are met. The NRC staff concludes that the 
removal of the special reporting requirement from the TSs (or NMPC's subsequent proposed 
action to remove the relocated special reporting requirements from the USAR, subject to a 
favorable. 10 CFR 50.59 analysis) is an acceptable administrative change because the 
reporting requirements continue to be adequately addressed by the Commission's regulations, 
10 CFR 50.72.  

4.0 STATE CONSULTATION 

In accordance with the Commission's regulations, the New York State official was notified of 
the proposed issuance of the amendment on July 10, 1997. The State official, Mr.  
J. Dunkelburger, expressed a concern that the licensee should complete the transfer of the 
information from the TSs to the USAR before or concurrent with deletion of the information 
from the TSs, such that the relevant information remains subject to 10 CFR 50.59 throughout 
the process. Mr. Dunkelburger's concern is addressed in the licensee's letter of November 12, 
1998, and in Section 3.0 above (i.e., the USAR was revised before the issuance of this license 
amendment).  

5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION 

The amendment changes a requirement with respect to installation or use of a facility 
component located within the restricted area as defined in 10 CFR Part 20 and changes 
surveillances requirements. The NRC staff has determined that the amendment involves no 
significant increase in the amounts, and no significant change in the types, of any effluents 
that may be released offsite, and that there is no significant increase in individual or cumulative 
occupational radiation exposure. The Commission has previously issued a proposed finding 
that the amendment involves no significant hazards consideration, and there has been no 
public comment on such finding (62 FR 33126), Accordingly, the amendment meets the 
eligibility criteria for categorical exclusion set forth in 10 CFR 51.22(c)(9). Pursuant to 10 CFR 
51.22(b) no environmental impact statement or environmental assessment need be prepared 
in connection with the issuance of the amendment.  

5.0 CONCLUSION 

The Commission has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that: (1) there 
is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be endangered by 
operation in the proposed manner, (2) such activities will be conducted in compliance with the 
Commission's regulations, and (3) the issuance of the amendment will not be inimical to the 
common defense and security or to the health and safety of the public.  

Principal Contributors: L. Brown 
D. Hood

Date: December 22, 1998


