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Dear Commissioners and Staff: 

Pursuant to 10 CFR 73.71, PG&E is submitting the enclosed licensee event report 
regarding a security rifle that was left unattended due to a personnel error.  

This event was not considered risk significant and did not adversely affect the health 
and safety of the public.  

Sincerely, 

David H. atl ey: 

cc: Ellis W. Merschoff 
David L. Proulx 
Girija S. Shukla 
Diablo Distribution 
INPO 
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On March 18, 2001, at 0100 PST, with both Unit 1 and Unit 2 in Mode 1 (Power Operation) at 
100 percent power, a PG&E Nuclear Security Officer left his rifle unattended in an office in the 
Turbine Building, located in the Protected Area. At 0120 PST, the Nuclear Security Officer 
(NSO) discovered the rifle was missing. He immediately called another NSO to retrieve the 
rifle and return it to him at a guard shack at the north end of the Protected Area. At 0122 PST, 
the rifle was found in the office where the NSO had left it. All ammunition was accounted for.  
At 0207 PST, in accordance with Regulatory Guide 5.62, Section C.2.2.24, "Loss of Security 
Weapon at the Site," and 10 CFR 73.71(b), the Security Watch Commander made a 1-hour 
notification to the NRC.  

The cause of the event was personnel error.  

Corrective actions included disciplinary action and providing rifle racks at locations within 
security holding areas.
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Plant Conditions 

Units 1 and 2 were in Mode 1 (Power Operation) at 100 percent power.  

1I. Description of Problem 

A. Background 

Nuclear Security Officers (NSOs) rotate to various positions throughout 
the plant protected area, and routinely carry both a side arm and rifle. For 
additional details, refer to the Diablo Canyon Power Plant (DCPP) 
Physical Security Plan (PSP). Additional background information is not 
provided here because it would involve safeguards information.  

B. Event Description 

On March 18, 2001, at 0040 PST, a NSO was on break in the outer office of 
a two-office security holding area in the Turbine Building. He set his rifle 
down in a corner of the outer office.  

At 0100 PST, the NSO left the outer office and forgot to pick up his rifle. He 
proceeded to his next post, located at the north end of the Unit 1 protected 
area.  

At 0120 PST, the NSO realized that his rifle was missing. He called another 
NSO at the holding area and asked that he locate the rifle in the adjacent 
outer office.  

At 0122 PST, the second NSO located the rifle in the adjacent outer office 
where it had been left.  

At 0124 PST, the NSO who retrieved the rifle returned it to the NSO who 
had left it unattended. The NSO who left it unattended verified it was his 
rifle, accounted for all ammunition, and determined there was no evidence 
of a discharge, or tampering.  

At 0130 PST, the NSO who left the rifle unattended notified the Diablo 
Canyon Watch Commander (DCWC) of the unattended rifle.  

At 0207 PST, the DCWC notified the NRC of the unattended rifle in 
accordance with Regulatory Guide 5.62, Section C.2.2.24, "Loss of Security 
Weapon at the Site," and 1 OCFR73.71 (b). Reference NRC Event Number 
37847.
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C. Inoperable Structures, Components, or Systems that Contributed to the 

Event 

None 

D. Other Systems or Secondary Functions Affected 

None 

E. Method of Discovery 

The NSO who left the rifle unattended realized he had done so when he 
rotated to the next security post inside the Protected Area.  

F. Operator Actions 

None 

G. Safety System Responses 

None 

Ill. Cause of the Problem 

A. Root Cause 

The root cause of the unattended rifle was personnel error, inattention to 
detail.  

B. Contributory Cause 

A contributory cause of the event was a lack of storage location for the 
weapon. While on break, the NSO placed his weapon in a corner. There 
was no designated storage location in the room. Had there been a 
standard storage location for his weapon, he may have checked it as part 
of a routine, prior to leaving for his assigned post.
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IV. Analysis of the Event 

The event was determined not to be risk significant because there was no 
additional degraded condition in the security program at the time. Sufficient 
margin exists within security response scenarios to successfully neutralize a 
design basis threat, even though the NSO did not have possession of his rifle.  
Also, an NSO was in the adjacent room during the event and believes no other 
individuals came into the room where the unattended rifle was located.  
Therefore, the event screened out as a "minor issue," was not risk significant, 
and did not adversely affect the health and safety of the public.  

V. Corrective Actions 

A. Immediate Corrective Actions 

On March 18, 2001, the Nuclear Security Sergeant and the NSO met to 
discuss job and performance expectations. Disciplinary action was 
administered to the NSO.  

B. Corrective Actions to Prevent Recurrence 

Rifle racks are being provided at security holding areas to allow a storage 
location for rifles while NSOs are on breaks.  

The manager of Security Services has emphasized to NSOs the 
expectation to immediately notify the DCWC of potentially reportable 
events.  

VI. Additional Information 

A. Failed Components 

None 

B. Previous Similar Events

None


