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SUBJECT: INTERIM RELIEF FOR THE NINE MILE POINT, UNIT 2 
INSERVICE TESTING PROGRAM (TAC 63429) 

By letters dated July 29 and 30, 1987 Niagara Mohawk submitted an updated 

Inservice Testing (IST) Program Plan for Nine Mile Point, Unit 2. These 

submittals were reviewed by the NRC staff and were the subject of a working 

meeting on December 3 and 4, 1987. Based on the agreements and resolutions 

reached during that meeting, Niagara Mohawk submitted responses on 

February 23, 1988 to the open items discussed during the meeting. A revised 

program submitted on March 31, 1988, incorporated the changes discussed during 

the meeting on December 3 and 4, 1987.  

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.55a the Nine Mile Point, Unit 2 1ST program submitted 

March 31, 1988 complies with Section XI of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel 

Code, 1983 edition through the summer of 1983 addenda. Pursuant to 10 CFR 

50.55a(g)(5), Niagara Mohawk requested relief from certain ASME Code testing 

requirements for specific pumps and valves where the Code requirements are 

impractical within the limits of design and plant operational requirements.  

The request for relief included an explanation and justification for each 
relief request and a proposal for alternative test procedures.  

The staff has not yet completed a detailed review of the IST program submitted 

March 31, 1988, however, a preliminary review was completed, and it was found 

that where relief from the Code testing requirements was requested, Niagara 

Mohawk has demonstrated that it is impractical to meet certain requirements of 

the Code because of limitations of design, and plant operational requirements.  

Based on the review performed to date, the staff has concluded that granting 

interim relief from the Code requirements will not endanger life or property or 

the common defense and security of the public. Granting this relief is in the 

public interest, giving due consideration to the burden on the licensee that 

could result if the requirements were imposed. If this relief were not granted, 

the licensee might be forced to curtail the operation of the plant, which would 

constitute a considerable burden. Therefore, pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i), 

the reliefs that were requested in the March 31, 1988 submittal on the Nine Mile 

83061400BO 880607 
PDR ADOCK 05000410 
p PDR



-2-

Point, Unit 2 IST program from the pump and valve testing requirements of 
Section XI of the Code are hereby granted until the detailed review of the IST 
program has been completed and the safety evaluation is issued.  

Since this interim approval does not represent the results of the final program 
review, the final safety evaluation could contain relief request denials or 
identify components that should be added to the IST program. if the review 
indicates additional testing requirements are necessary, Niagara Mohawk will 
be required to comply with them at that time. The staff expects to issue the 
safety evaluation in the near future. The interim relief granted will 
terminate when the final safety evaluation is issued.  

Sincerely, 

Robert A. Capra, Director 
Project Directorate I-I 
Division of Reactor Projects, I/II 

cc: See next page 
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Mr. C. V. Mangan 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation

Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 
Unit 2

cc:

Mr. Troy B. Conner, Jr., Esq.  
Conner & Wetterhahn 
Suite 1050 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Mr. Richard Goldsmith 
Syracuse University 
College of Law 
E. I. White Hall Campus 
Syracuse, New York 12223 

Mr. Don Hill 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
Suite 550 
4520 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Resident Inspector 
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Power Station 
P. 0. Box 99 
Lycoming, New York 13093 

Mr. Gary D. Wilson, Esquire 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
300 Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Mr. Peter E. Francisco, Licensing 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
301 Plainfield Road 
Syracuse, New York 13212

Regional Administrator, Region I 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406 

Mr. Paul D. Eddy 
New York State Public Serice 

Commission 
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 

Unit 2 
P.O. Box 63 
Lycoming, New York 13093 

Mr. Richard M. Kessel 
Chair and Executive Director 
State Consumer Protection Board 
99 Washington Avenue 
Albany, New York 12210 

Mr. Richard Abbott, Unit 2 Station 
Superintendent 

Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
P. 0. Box 32 
Lycoming, NY 13093 

Mr. James L. Willis, General Supt., 
Nuclear Generation 

Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
P. 0. Box 32 
Lycoming, NY 13093

Ms. Donna Ross 
New York State Energy Office 
2 Empire State Plaza 
16th Floor 
Albany, New York 12223


