
Comment from the State of Arkansas

********************************************************************************************************
In response to your request for comments transmitted in STP-01-017, dated
March 7, 2001, the following information is provided:

1. State and local governments must be involved in the proposed rulemaking process.

2. The NRC must consider State authority and law to regulate the eventual disposal of low
level radioactive waste after the "entombment" period. Preemption of State authority
must be considered. Future low-level radioactive waste requirements may be "more" or
"less" stringent, and adequate decommissioning funds must be assured.

3. Public acceptance of the "entombment" by local residents must be considered. The
"entombment" may no longer be considered an asset by the local community.

4. The NRC must consider requirements for perpetual care of the facility, as well as the
continuation of the operational environmental programs. Continued interface with State
authorities and the exchange of monitoring data must be assured during the
"entombment" period.

5. State and local governments must be notified of events affecting the "entombment,"
particularly any inadvertent releases of radioactive material. Appropriate response
actions must be assured.

6. Funding of State and local government continuing activities for the "entombment" period
must be assured.

Please contact me if you have questions.

David D. Snellings, Jr., CHP, Director
Division of Radiation Control and Emergency Management
Arkansas Department of Health
501.661.2301


