
UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

Docket No. 50-410 

Mr. B. G. Hooten 
Executive Director of Nuclear Operations 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
300 Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Dear 1-r. Hooten: 

SUBJECT: EXEMPTION REQUEST CONCERNING LOCAL LEAK RATE TESTING OF THE TIP 
SYSTEM FOR NINE MILE POINT 2 

On February 13, 1985 Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NMPC) submitted 
through its attorney, Conner and Wetterhahn, an application for exemption 
from the requirements of 10 CFR 50 Appendix J for Nine Mile Point Unit 2.  
The application for exemption concerned testing requirements set forth in 10 
CFR 50 Appendix J for the isolation valves on the Traversing Incore Probe 
Systeri (TIP system).  

The staff has determined that the TIP system at Nine Mile Point, Unit 2, is 
the same as that employed at similar Mark I! plants. We have uncovered no 
uniqueness associated with this system which would preclude its being tested 
in a similar manner as the other Mark II plants.  

NMPC indicated that the basis for not performing Type C testing of the TIP 
system was as follows: 

1. The TIP system is operated only four hours per month and the maximum 
potential leakage is small.  

2. Any testing would expose the plant maintenance personnel to relatively 
high radiation doses (on the order of 3 to 12.5 man rem per outage).  

3. The valves are located in a sealed leakage housing which would have to 
be resealed following the test.  

The staff has reviewed similar arguments set forth by other plants. lie have 

found them unacceptable in the past for the following reasons: 

1. The maximum potential leakage cannot be considered small; and 

2. The dose estimates provided reflect worst case maintenance 
procedures, not the more efficient test methods that might be 
employed if minor component modifications were made to facilitate 
the TIP system testing.  
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Consequently, we do not believe a basis exists for granting an exemption to 
Appendix J for the TIP system. NMPC should therefore commit to the Type C 
testing of the TIP syster.  

If you have any questions regarding the above information please contact the 
licensing project manager, Mary Haughey (301-492-7897).  

Sincerely, 

Hu h L. Thompso , Jr , recto 
Di sion of Li nsi1,

cc: See next page
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Mir. B. C. Huoten 
Niagara lohavlk Power Corporation 

cc: 
Mr. Troy B. Conner, Jr., Esq.  
Conner & Wetterhahn 
Suite 1056 
1747 Pennsylvaia Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Richard Goldsmith 
Syracuse University 
College of Law 
E. I. Wlhite Hall Campus 
Syracuse, New York 12223 

Ezra I. bialik 
Assistant Attorney General 
Environmental Protection Bureau 
New York State Department of Law 
2 Vlorld Trade Center 
New York, New, York 10047 

kesident Inspector 
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Power Station 
P. 0. box 99 
Lycoming, New York 13093 

Mr. John W. Keib, Esq.  
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
30C Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Mr. James Linville 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region I 
631 Park Avenue 
king of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406 

Norman Rademacher, 
Licensing 
Iliagara ,ohawk Power Corporation 
300 Erie Boulevard Vest 
Syracuse, New York 1i202

Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station 
Unit 2 

Regional Administrator, Rcgion i 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Conunission 
63! Fark Avenue 
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406


