UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20555-0001

July 25, 2000

Jears
Mr. Michael J. Mocniak

Fansteel, Inc.
Number One Tantalum Place

North Chicago, lllinois 60064

. SUBJECT: NRC STAFF REVIEW OF THE AUGUST 1999, DECOMMISSIONING PLAN
(EASTE B-911) MODIFICATION (TAC NO. L31315)
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Dear Mr. Mocniak:

in a letter dated May 9, 2000, you requested that NRC staff discontinue the review of the
subject decommissioning plan to allow Fansteel time to research other possible disposal
options. In recent phone conferences Fansteel has been unable to determine when they will

make a decision about whether to withdraw the Decommissioning Plan or resume NRC staff
review. NRC will keep the request to review the August 1999 Decommissioning Plan on hold
until November 1, 2000. After November 1, 2000, the staff will cancel this action.

This allows Fansteel to send a written request for the staff to continue the review of the original
documents anytime between now and November 1, 2000. If after November 1, 2000, Fansteel
determines that it would like NRC staff to continue its review, Fansteel will be required to

submit an entirely new amendment application package with new documentation and revised
financial assurance information.

if you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me on (301) 415-5819 or via

e-mail at HMA@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

, 4 ’

i
Heather Astwood, Project Manéger
Fuel Cycle Licensing Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards, NMSS

Docket 40-7580
License SMB-811

cc: Mr. A. Fred Dohmann Mr. Dave Tourdot, Executive Vice President
Number Ten Tantalum Place Earth Sciences Consultants, inc.

Muskogee, OK 74403 One Triangle Lane
Export, PA 15632



