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MAY 1 12 1977 

Docket No. 50-220 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
ATTN: Mr. Gerald K. Rhode 

Vice President - Engineering 
300 Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, New York 13202

Distri buti on 
,oDocket 

ORB #3 
Local PDR 
NRC- PDR 
VStello 
KGolIer 
GLear 
CParrish 
SNowi cki 
Attorney, OELD 
OI&E (5) 
BJones (4) 
BScharf (10) 
JMcGough 
DEisenhut

TBAbernathy 
JRBuchanan 
OPA (Clare Miles) 
DRoss 
,,•1f -1-/ ,

Gentlemen: 

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 15 to Facility 
License No. DPR-63 for Unit No. I of the Nine Mile Point Nuclear 
Station. This amendment consists of changes to the Technical Spec
ifications and is in response to your request dated May 6, 1977.  

The amendment will modify the Technical Specifications to permit the 
reactor vessel water level to be below the low-low-low level set point 
for an interval not to exceed twelve weeks.  

Copies of the related Safety Evaluation and the FEDERAL REGISTER Notice 
also are enclosed.  

Sincerely, 

Original signed by 

George Lear, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #3 
Division of Operating Reactors

Enclosures: 
I. Amendment No. 15 to 

License DPR-63 
2. Safety Evaluation 
3. FEDERAL REGISTER Notice 

cc w/enclosures: 
See next page

/

c\2jj 

131 

C' ''' ~ f~~~

OC ORB #3 ORB #3 OELD' ORB #3 I f ........................ ........... ...... .................. ........ ..................... ...... .........  SURNA F-)P ........ c .P ; i s r r i S N• ... ........ .........................6 ......... ....... ...................... ..... ................ .. .............  
oURN , C.a.ri... Siw••i. i . . ...... .. .. ..... . .......................  

5/I~7 177../../77---.  DATE-5/- /7I1 7. ... .........................  
..... ..C. F O R M.3.....76............... . .....R..... .RN N ...... ........... ............ ......... ....

* ux 9. eOVzRNmxrrr Pki'nmd O~Fqrcw 1976-- Geo-eaNRC FORM 318 (9-76) NRCM 0240



P I 

S• _.C .. , 

My .3 1977 

Docket No. 50-220 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
ATTN: Mr. Gerald K. Rhode 

Vice President - Engineering 
300 Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Gentlemen: 

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 15 to Facility 
License No. DPR-63 for Unit No. 1 of the Nine M.ile Point Nuclear 
Station. This amendment consists of changes to the Technical Spec
ifications and is in response to your request dated May 6, 1977.  

The amendment will modify the Technical Specifications to permit the 
reactor vessel water level to be below the low-low-low level set point 
for an interval not to exceed twelve weeks.  

Copies of the related Safety Evaluation and the FEDERAL REGISTER Notice 

also are enclosed.  

Sincerely, 

George Lear, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #3 
Division of Operating Reactors 

Enclosures: 
1. Amendment No. 15 to 

License DPR-63 
2. Safety Evaluation 
3. FEDERAL REGISTER Notice 

cc w/enclosures: 
See next page



Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation

cc: Arvin E. Upton, Esquire 
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Leiby & M4acae 
1757 N Street, N. A.  
Washington, Do Co 20036 

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esquire 
Roisman, Kessler and Cashdan 
1025 15th Street, N. W.  
5th Floor 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dr. William Seymour, Staff Coordinator 
New York State Atomic Energy Council 
New York State Department of Commerce 
99 Washington Street 
Albany, New York 12207 

Mr. Robert P. Jones; Supervisor 
Town of Scriba 
Ro. D. 04 
Oswego, New York 13126 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
ATTN: Mr. Thomas Perkins 

Plant Superintendent 
Nine Mile Point Plant 

300 Erie Boulevard West 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Dr. Neill Thomasson (AW-459) 
Chief, Energy Systems Analysis Branch 
Office of Radiation Programs 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street S. W.  
Washington, D. C. 20460 

Paul A. Giardina 
Regional Radi ation Representative 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, New York 10007 

Mr. Eugene G. Saloga, Applicant Coordinator 
Nine Mile Point Energy Information Center 
p.0. BOX 81 
Lycoming, .cw York 13093
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NIAGARA -OH,..', PO',,ER C0,`PORATICN 

DOCKET MO. 50-220 

NINE ILtE POINT HUCULAR STATIOU!, UIT NO, I 

AMENDM•NT TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE 

Amendment No. 15 
License No. DPR-63 

1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 

A. The application for amendment by Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation 
(the licensee) dated May 6, 1977, complies with the standards 
and requireme.s of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended 
(the Act) and the Commission's rules and regulations set forth 
in 10 CFR Chapter I; 

B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, 
the provisions of the Act, and the rules and regulations of 
the Commission; 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized 
by this amendment can be conducted without endangering the 
health and safety of the public, and (ii) that such activities 
will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations; 

D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the 
common defense and security or to the health and safety of 
the public; and 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 
5i of the Commis n'ns regulations and all applicable requiremen• s 
have been satisfied.



2. Accordingly, the license is amended by changes to the Technical 
Specifications as indicated in the attubch;ment to this license 
amendment, and paragraph 2.C..(2) of Facility Operating License 
No. DPR-63 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

(2) Technical Speci ri •t 

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendices 
A and B, as revised through Amendment No. 15, are 
hereby incorporated in the license. The licensee 
shall operate the facility in accordance with the 
Technical Specifications.  

3. This license amendnent is effective as of the date of its issuance.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COPiISSOP 

-L # Sl.]. :: ] • • .. . < 

George Lear, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #3 
Division of Operating Reactors 

Attachment: 
Changes to the Technical 

Specifications

Date of Issuance: May 13, 1977



ATTAC M•ME N TO LICENSE /."END, • O.'2 15 

FA CTIL 1T Y OP ER A Ti IC>S N!O_1",. DPR-63 

DOCKET NO. 50-220 

Replace the following pages of the Appendix "A" Technical Specifications 
with the enclosed pages. The revised pages are identified by Amendment 
nuber and contLain vertical1 lines indicating the area of change.  

Remove Repl -ace 

6 6 
53a 53a
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SA FETY. I N

c. The neutron flux shall not exceed its scram 
setting for longer than 1.5 seconds as indicated 

by M process computer. Uhen the process 
cc.p:ter is out of service, a safety limit 
v-ioltion shall he assumed if the neutron flux 
ex.cars the scram seLting and control rod 
scram does not occur.  

To ensure that the Safety Lir.. established 
in Specifications 2.1.1a and 2.l.lb is not 
exceeded, each required scram shall be initiated by 

i ex.•,et)ced scrim signal. The Safety Limit shall 

be as.•sumed to be exceeded when scram is accom
plished by a means oaker than the expected 

scram signal.  

d. Whcver the reactor is in the shutdown 
condition with irradiated fuel in the reactor 

vess-i, the water level shall not be more than 

7 feet 11 inches (127.1 inches indicator 
scale) below minimum normal water level 
(Elevation 30239"), except as specified in 
Re" belOw.  

e. For the purpose of performing major maintenance 
(not to exceed 12 weeks in duration) on the reactor 
vessel; the reactor water level may be lowered 9' 

below the inii mum normal 'water level (Elevation 
30209"). Whenever the reactor water level is to 

b lo. ered below the low-low-low level set point 
red'unLdant instrumentation will be provided to 
mni~tor the reactor water level.  

f *.&P ce,/,; j, 15

d. The reactor water low level scram trip 
setting shall be no lower then -12 inches 
(53 inchn.,.s ind-icator sc l )r la ie t 

the minimum normal water level (30209).  

e. The reactor w.ater lcw-low level setting for 
':De spray nitiation shall be no l 

than -5 fe'et (5 inches "dct - ' 

relative to the minimum normal water level 
(Elevation 302'9").  

fK The flow biased APRM rod biock trip s-,ttin• s 

shl te less thanr- or eqjual to that sh~wn 
in igure 2.1.

(



LIMITING CONDITION FOR OPERATION SURVEILLANCE ,EQUIM••-iN•'TS 

h, For the purpose of performinq major maintenance 

(not to exceed 12 weeks in duration) on the reactoid 
vessel, the reactor water level may be lowered to 
9' belcvw the minimnium normal water level (elevation 
302' "). Whenever the - :.tor water evei is to 
be lowered below the & ow-low level set point 
redundant instrumentation will be provided to 
monitor the reactor water level and written pro
cedures will be developed and followed whenever 
the reactor wer level is lowered below the 
low-low lc.el set point. Tihe procedures 
will define the valves that will be used to 
lower the vessel water level. All other valves 
that have the potential of lowering the vessel 
water level will he identified by valve numbeur 
in the proce•_u•es and these valves will be red 
tagged to preclude their operation during the 
major muaintenance with the water level below 
the low-low level set point.  

During the period of major maintenance requiring 
lowering the water level to more than 7 feet 
1] inches below minfinum normal water level 
(127.1 inches indicator scale), either both 
Core Spray Systems must be operable or, if 

one Core Spray System is inoperable because of 
the maint.enance, all of the redundant components 
of the other Core Spray System must be operable.

/ 
�;LuuIn9ut I-lu. El , 15 7
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SAFETY EVALLUA-IE DY THE O:FPICK_ F NUCi FRA: REACTOOR REGULATION 

SUPPORTING AMENDMEZNT NO. 15 TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-13 

NIACARA MfOHAfW.K PMOWER CORPORATION 

NINE MILE POINT UNIT NO.  

DOCKET NO. 50-220 

Introduct ion 

By letter dated May 6, 1977, Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NMiPC) 
requested an amiedment. to Facility Operating License No. DPR-63 for 
the Nine Mile Point UAit No. 1. The amendment would modify the Tech
nical Specifications to permit the reactor vessel water level to be 
below the low--iow-low level set point for an interval not to exceed 
twelve weeks. Amredment No. 14, issued March 25, 1977, permitted LBPC 
to lower the reactor vessel water level below the low-low-low level 
set point during major maintenance for an interval not to exceed six 
weeks.  

Discussion and Evaluation 

The licensee had adreed to perform the Feedwater Nozzle 
Inspection and repair program during the current refueling outage.  
The Nine Mile Point Unit No. 1 inspection is consistent with the generic 
concern of the staff for Feedwater Nozzle Inspection to be performed at 
all BWR facilities. The purpose of the Feedwater Nozzle Inspection is to 
assure that the integrity of the feedwater nozzles has not been compromised, 
with the major objective of enhancing safe operation of the plant. Since 
the facility does not cuyvently have the capacity to fully unload the 
core, the inspection is k ;ng performed with the fuel in the reactor 
vessel. In order to be able to perform the inspection and maintenance 
program, the water level must be lowered approximately one foot more 
than was specified in the Technical Specifications. The staff has previously 
evaluated the procedures and requirements associated with the modification 
of Technical Specifications and found them acceptable; as a result, Amend
ment No. 14 to Facility License No. DPR-63 was issued on March 25, 1977.  

The maintenance work on the spargers and the nozzles has taken more time 
than anticipated by the licensee. The new machine developed to perform 
the nozzle boring has required additional fine-tuning. Also, the results 
of inspection of the Control Rod Drive (CR•) return line nozzle have



indicated that more extensivea main tenance is required than anticipated 
or scheduled. The licensee has deci ded tu continue the tainten••c 
program to bring the vessel into the safest condition possible. How
ever, in order to bring the maintenance program to a successful comple
tion, the licensee is requirit to am;end the Technrical Specification to 
extend the period of authorization for lowering the reactor water level 
below the low-low-low level set point. The additional time needed is six 
weeks.  

Tihe staff has previously reviewed: the instrumentLation being used for 
water level monitori.ng during the maintenance, the procedures for lower
ing the water levcl and the equippment and procedures available to 
replace lost water in the reactor vessel. The procedures and equipment 
used to move maintenance equipacnt into end out of the reactor vessel 
were also reviw ,d. All of the above were found acceptable in our 
Safety Evaluat ionil issued in connection with Amendment No. 14.  

Even though the time limit proposed doubles (from six to a total twelve 
weeks) the time interval at which the vessel water level is in the new 
low condition, the probabilit y of inadventently lowering the water level 
below the new low condition is only minimaiy increased. Only those 
valves required to initially lower the vessel water level are permitted 
to be manipulated during the maintenance oaeration and operation of these 
valves is carefully monitored and proc.dura'lly controlled. Since the 
water level was adjus ted at the beginning of the maintenance program, 
this critical period of the operation has been completed.  

In view of the foreqoinq, the safety evaluation performed for Amendment 
No. 14 remains valid. Since the Feedwater Nozzle and CRD return line 
nozzle maintcenance programi is consistent with the major objective of 
enhanci ng safe operaution of the plant, we find this proposed change 
acceptabl e, 

Environmental Considerations 

We have determined that Ue amendment does not authorize a change in 
effluent types or total amounts nor an increase in power level and will 
not result in any significant environmental impact. Having made this 
determination, we have further concluded that the amendment involves an 
action which is insignificant from the standpoint of environmental impact 
and pursuant to 10 CFR §51.5(d)(4) that an environmenital impact statement 
or -egative declaration and environmental impact appraisal need not be 
prepared in connection with the issuance of this amendment.  

Concl usions 

We have concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that: 
(1) 5-caus, th chn:-.- dons not involve a significant inrea-se in the 

D.... il. i C or .. . .. . - e- o ' 0 c Q.. nix' O .usly const dered and does

2 _
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not involve a significan'.t decreusu in a safety margin, the change does 
not involve a significa..t ha-zards cansideratio n, (2) there is reasonable 
assurance that the health and sofety of the public will not be endangered 
by operation in the pr-oposed anner, and (3) such activities will he 
conducte.d i co_.'. neu wi the Cri o ssion s regulations and the issu
ance of this a:..e...... will not be inimicacl to the common defense and 
security or ,o tIe health and safety of the public.  

Dated: May 13, 1977
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1KHI fC/\RT WVDHAN PWERI CRCRATID[ON 

NOTI~CE OF !SUAN:CF OF FACIJVLITYLCENS A VENDM1T 

The U. S. Nu.clear Reguiatory Commissiona (the Commission) has issued 

Amendment No. 15 to Fa.cil ty Operating License No. DPRll--63 to the Niagara 

Mohawk Power Corporation (the licensee) which revised Technical Specifica

tions for operation of the Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1 

(the facility) located in Oswego County, New York. The amendment is 

effective as of its date of issuance.  

The amendment consists of changes to the Technical Specifications to 

permit the reactor vessel water level to be below the lo\,-lo'-low level set 

point for an interval not to exceed twelve weeks. Amendment No. 14, issued 

March 25, 1977, permitted MPKC to lower tue reactor vessel water level below 

the low-low-low level set point during major maintenance for an interval 

not to exceed six weeks, 

The application for the amendment complies with. the standards and 

requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1951, as amended (the Act), and 

the Commission's rules and regulautions, The Commission has made appropriate 

findings as required by the Act and the Commission's rules and regulations 

in 10 CFR Chapter I, which are set forth in the license amendment. Prior 

public notice of this amr.endment was not required since the amendment does 

not involve a significant hazards consideration.  

The Commission has determined that the issuance of this amendment will 

not resul t in a nvy :ignificanK. environmental impact and that pursuant to
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10 CFR §51 .5d)(4) an envi ronm2 .n- l impact statement or negative declaration 

and environmental impact apprraisal eed not be prepared in connection owit h 

issuance of this am.ran'hmet.  

For further deki-ais with respect to this action, see (1) the appli

cation for amendmen;lit dated May 6, 1977, (2) Amendmcnt No. 15 to License 

No. DPR-53, and (3) the Commission's related Safety Evaluation. All of 

these items are available for public inspection at the Commis~sion's Public 

Documient Roorm, 1717 H Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. and at the Oswego 

City Library, 120 E. Second Street, Oswego, New York 13126.  

A copy of items (2) and (3) may be obtained upon request addressed 

to the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D. C. 20555, 

Attention: Director, Division of Operating Reactors.  

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this 13 day of May 1977, 

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

George Lear, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #3 
Division of Operating Reactors


