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Docket No. 50-220

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation

ATTN: Mr. Gerald K. Rhode

Vice President - Engineering

300 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, New York 13202

Gentlemen:

ORB #3
Local PDR
NRC- PDR
VStello
KGoller

‘GLear

CParrish
SNowicki
Attorney, OELD
0I&E (5)
BJones (4)
BScharf (10)
JMcGough
DEisenhut

TBAbernathy
JRBuchanan

OPA (Clare Miles)
DRoss

ACRS-iL

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 15 to Facility
License No. DPR-63 for Unit No. 1 of the Nine Mile Point Nuclear

Station.

This amendment consists of changes to the Technical Spec-

ifications and is in response to your request dated May 6, 1977.

The amendment will modify the Technical Specifications to permit the
reactor vessel water level to be below the low-low-low level set point

for an interval not to exceed twelve weeks.

Copies of the related Safety Evaluatfon and the FEDERAL REGISTER Notice

also are enclosed.

Sincerely,

Original signed hy

George Lear, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #3
Division of Operating Reactors

Enclosures: o
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Docket No. 50-220

Niauara Mohawk Power Corporaticn
ATTN: Mr. Gerald K. Rhode

Vice President - Engineering
300 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, New York 13202

Gentlemen:

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 15 to Facility
License No. DPR-63 for Unit No. 1 of the Nine Mile Point Ruclear
Station. This amendment consists of changes to the Technical Spec-
ifications and is in response to your request dated May 6, 1877.

The amendment will modify the Technical Specifications to permit the
reactor vessel water level to be below the Tow-Tow-Tow Tevel set point
for an interval not to exceed twelve weeks.

Copies of the related Safety Evaluation and the FEDERAL REGISTER Notice
also are enclosed.

Sincerely,

. George Lear, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #3
Division of Operating Reactors

Enclosures:

1. Amendment No. 15 to
License DPR-63

2. Safety Evaluation

3. FEDERAL REGISTER Notice

cc w/enclosures:
See next page
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Ervin E. Upton, Escuirve
LeBoeuf, Lawb, lLeiby & HacRae
1757 H Stresti, N. H.
Washingten, D. C. 20036

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esguire
Roicman, Kessler and CaahJan
1025 15¢h Street, N. W,

5th Floer

Washington, D. C. 20005

Dr. ¥illiam Seymour, Staff Coordinator
New York State Atomic Energy Council
Hew York State Department of Commerce
99 Washington Street

Albany, New York 12207

Mr. Robert P. Jones; Supervisor
Tewn of Scribe

R. D. #4

Oswego, New York 13120

Nisgara Mohawk Power Corperation
ATTN: Mr. Thomas Perkins
Plant Superintendent

Nine Mile Point Plant
300 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, New York 13202

Dr. Neill Thomasson (AW-459)

Chief, Energy Systecus Analysis Branch
0ffice of Radiation Programs
Environmental Protection Agency

401 M Street S. W.

Washington, D. C. 20460

Paul A. Giardins

Regional Radiation Representative
Uu.S. [nVIP amental Protection Agency
26 Fecderal Flaza

New York, Hew York 10007

Mr. Fugene G. Saloga, Applicant Coordinator

Nine Mile Point Enercy Information Cente

#.0. BOX 81
Lycoming, New York 13063



1.

NIAGARA MCHA

MINE RILE POINT NufLTAR STATION, UNIT HO. 1

T 70 FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE

Amendment No. 15
License Mo. DPR-63

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that:

A.

" There is reasonable assurance (i) tha
1

Y

The apwlxcct101 for amvucment by Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation
(the Ticensee) dated May 6, 1977, complies with the standards
and :equ1rumc,1; oF Lh? ALO!IC Enercy Act of 10r4 as ampnded

(thb Act) and t"
in 10 CFR Ch pte

in conformity with the application,

The facility will operate
t, ang the rules and regulations of

the Drﬂvﬁsions of the
the Commission;

at
A~
i

t the activities authorized
by this amendment can be conducted without endangering the
health and safety of the public, and (i1) that such activities
will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations;

The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the
common defense and security or to the health and safety of
the public; and

The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CfR Part
57 of the Commis sn's requlations and all applicable reguirements
have been satisfied.



2. Accordingly, the license 5 ame
Snecificaticns as indicated in
amendment, and paragragh 2.0.(2
No. DPR-63 1is hereby amended 10

(2) Technical Specificati

hereby incorpe racbc in the
shall operate the facility
Technical Specifications.

3. This license amendment is effective as of the date of its issuance

3
i

The Technical Specifications
A and B, as revised through Amendment No. 15, are

1
i

1

in a

conta

3

cense

.

chrnge< to the Technical
chin

nent to this license
i1ity Operating License
foliows:

ined in Appendices

The licensee

ccordance with the

EAR REGULATORY CONMMISSIGH

George Leor, Chief
Ope“duxng Reactors Branch #3
jivision of Operating Reactors

Attachment:

Changes to the Technical
Specifications

Date of Issuance: May 13, 1977



ATTACHIENT TO LICEHS

FACILITY OPERATING £ NO. DPR-63

Replace the following pages of the Avpendix "A" Technical Specificatit

with the enclosed pages. The revised pages are identified by Amename

nuimber and contain vertical Tines indicating the area of change.

Remove Replace

6 6
53a 53a

ons

N
it



e et b

The ””wfrCﬂ flux shall not exceed its scram d.
etting for longer than 1.5 seconds as indicated

by process computer. Yhep the process

Iole sy 1s cub ef sgrvace, a saf@ty Hmit

vinlotion shall be assumed if the neutron flux

excends the scram setting and controi rod e.'

soram aoes not ooccur.

To oncure that the Safety Lim. . established

3

in Specifications 2.1.%a and 2.1.1b is not

axceoded, each required scram shail be initiated by

its expected scram signal. The Safety Limit shali f. The flow biased APRM rod block trip setiings
sumed o be exceeded when scram is accon- shall be less than or eguatl to that shoawn i
4 by a means oither than the ex pected in Figure 2.1.10.

@mosignal.

wwnevaer the reactor is in the shutdown
dition with irradiated fuel in the reactor
¢i, the water level shall not be move than
r 11 inches {127.1 inches indicator
sca?e) below minimun normal water level
{f1evation 302'9"), except as specified in
S hel

- a5 e acmms

For the purpose of performing major maintenance

{rnot to exceed 12 weeks 1in duration) on the reactor

vessel, the reactor water level may be lowered gt

hetow Lhe winimum normal ‘water level (Llevat}un

302'9"),  Whenever the reactor water level is to

bo tovered below the low-Tow-ltow level set point
i nstruncatation will be provided to

r level.

By T NE S %

T
foacniament Moo MG Js, 15

#

[a}




LIMITING CONDITION FOR OPERATION

e,

SURVETLLANCE

RED

L

UIiRr
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& cxsae

For the purpose of performing major maintenance

(not to exceed 12 weeks in duration) on the reactor

vessed, the reactor water level may be 1ow@rea 1o
9! bhelow the minimum normal water Jevel {elevaticn
30219, dhenever the - ~ator water level s io
be lowered below the 1o - iow-low level 'et point
redundant instrumentation will be provided to
monitor the reactor water level and written pro-
cedures will be developed and Tollowed whenever
the veactor water level is lowered below the
fow-1ow zﬁve} set point.  The procedures

will define the valves that will be used to

lower the vessel water levei. All other vaives
that have the potential of lowering the vessel
water Yevel will be identified by valve numbe

in the procedures and these valves will be red
tagged te preciude their operation during the
major meintenance with the water level below

the low-Tow level set point.

During the period of major maintenance requiring
lowering the water level to more than 7 feet

11 inches below minimum normal water level
(127.1 inches indicator scale}, either both

Core Spray Systems must be operable or, if

one Core Spray System is inoperable because of
the maintenance, all of the redundant components
of the other Core Spray System must be operable.

.o
Amendiment NO',}4’ 15

i

é

\

e




SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAIL REACTOR REGULATIGN

SUPPORTING AMERDMERT KO. 15 TG FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-13

NTACARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATICK

Introdyctior

19 Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NMPC)
requested an ame tto Foci1iiy Operating License No. DPR-63 for
the Nine Mile Point Unit No. 1. The amendment would modify the Tech-
nical Spec111c tions to permit the veactor vessel water level to be
below the 1 w-low-Tow Tevel set point for an interval not to e\cced
twelve weeks. Amendment No. 14, issued March 25, 1977, permitted hWPC
to Tower the reactor vessel water level below the low-low-Tow Tevel
set point during major maintenance for an interval not to exceed six
weeks.

By tetter dated May €,

13 V]

Discussion and Evaluation

The Ticensee had adreed 1o perform the Feedwater Nozzle

Inspecticn and repair program during the current refueling outage.

The Nine Mile Point Unit No. 1 inspection is consistent with the generic
concern of the staff for Feedwater Nozzie Inspection to be performed at

all BWR facilities. The purpose of the Feedwater Nozzle Inspection is to
assure that the integrity of the feedwater nozzles has not been compromised,
with the mejor objective of enhancing safe operation of the plant. Since
the facility does not curvently have the capacity to fully unload the

core, the inspection is i ing performed with the fuel in the reactor

vessel. In order to be able to perform the inspection and maintenance
program, the water level must be lowered approximately one foot more

than was specified in the Technical Specifications. The staff has previously
valuated the procedures and requirements associated with the medification
of Technical Specifications and found them acceptable; as a result, Amend-
ment Ho. 14 to Facility License No. DPR-63 was issued on March 25, 1977.

The maintenance work on the spavrgers and the nozzles has taken more time
than “”LTCTDgLCQ by the Ticensee. The new machine developed to pertorm
the nozzle boring has required additional fine-tuning. Also, the resuits
of inspection of the Control Rod Drive (CRD) return line nozzle have



mors extensive m recuired than anticinated

The Ticensee has ontinue the maintenance
; pring the vessel into condition possib]p Hovi~
ever, in ovrder to bring the meh: iram to a successful comple-
tion, the Ticenseo s reguired to ame Technical Specification to
extend the period of aulhorization fo: “ing the reactor water fevel
below the 1ow lTow-Tcw devel set point. The additicnal time needed is six
weeks.
The staff has previcusty (ev;hw~4: the instrumentation being used for
water level monitoring during the maintenance, the procedures for lower-
ing the water level, and L], equipment and procedures available to
replace lost water in the reactor vessel. The procedures and egquipment
used to move maintenance equipment into and out of the reactor vessel
were olso revie Ei1 of the above werce found acceptable in our

Safety tvaluation issued in connection with Amendment No. 14.

weeks) the time interval at which the v 1 water level is in the new

Even tnough the time 1imit prvyo»Ld COdb es (from six to a total twelve
sse

Tow condition, the probebility of inadveniently Towering the water level
1
5

JJ‘——

betow the now Tow condition is only minimally increased. Only those
valves FQQJi”CC to initially Tower the vessel water level are permitted
to be Waf1gblaucq during the maintenance operation and operation of these
valves is carefuliy monitor~d and DFOCC‘”YK]1y controlled. Since the
wgcer ievel vas adjustel at the be ;1nnnng of the maintenance program,
this critical peric the oneration has been completed.

In view of the foreqoing, the safety GVa1uatiﬂn performed for Amendment
No. 14 remains valid. Since the Feedwater Nozzle and CRD return 1ine
nozzle maintenance program is consistent with the major objective of

t
enhancing safe ©
acceptable.

enance
peration of the plant, we find this proposed change

Envircnmental Considerations

We have determined that i.e amendment does not authorize a change in
effluent types or total amounts nor an increase in power level and will
not result in any significant environmental impact. Having made this
determination, we have Turthey concluded that the amendment involves an
action which is insignificant from the standpoint of environmental impact
and pursuant to 10 CFR §51.5(d){4) that an environmental impact statement
or negative declaration and envivonmental impact appraisal need not be
prepdreﬁ in connection with the issusnce of this amendment.

Conciusions

Wo have c0”<1uqc .

e

L

%W“i1ons discussed above, that:
¢ g stanificant Wﬂbrﬁsfﬂ in the
veviously considered and does

ar



the change does
here is reasonable
1 not he eudcnger
'vwxﬁes will be

not nvoive a
not involve a

assurence t
by cperation
conaucted in
ance of tnis au
security or Lo

_:b

mon cofense and

Dated: May 13, 1977

ns and the issu-



The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has issued
Amendment No. 15 to Facility Operating License Ho. DPR-63 to the Niagara
Mohawk Power Corporation (the Ticensee) which revised Technical Specifica-
Mite Point Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1

tions for operation of the Nine

ol

(the facility) located in Oswego County, New York. The amendment 1is
effective as of its date of issuance.

3
i

The amendment consists of changes to the Technical Specificaticns to
permit the reactor vesscl water level to be below the low-Tow-Tow level set
point for an interval not to exceced twelve weeks. Amendment No. 14, issued

3.

sarch 25, 1977, permitted MEPC to Tower the reactor vessel water level below

-

,‘/

;
the low-Tow-Tow level set point during major maintenarce for an interval
not te éxceed six weeks.

The application for the amendment complies with the standards and
requirements of the Atomic‘Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the Act), and
the Commission's rules and regulations. The Commission has made appropriate
findings as requived by the Act and the Commission's rules and regulat ions
in 10 CFR Chepter I, which are set forth in the iicense amendment. Prior
public notice of this smendment was not required since the amendment does
not involve a significant hazards consideration.

The Commission has determined that the issuance of this amendment will



10 CFR 8571.5{(d)(4) an envirenmental impact statement or negative declaratli

and environmental impact appreisal need not be prepared in connection with

issuarce of this amendment.
For further detaiis with respect tc this action, see (1) the appli-
cation for amendment doted May 6, 1977, (2) Amendment No. 15 to License

No. DPR-63, and (3) the Commissicn's related Safety Evaluation. All of

these items are avaiiable for public inspection at the Comnission's Public

., Washingten, D. C. and at the Oswego

—
~I
0]
c
I
]
o
»

Document Room, 171
City Library, 120 E. Szcond Street, Oswege, New York 13126,
A copy of items (2) and (3) may be obtained upon request addressed
to the 4. S. Nuclear Pegulatory Commission, Washington, D. C. 20555,
Attention: Director, Division of Operating Reactors
Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this 13 day of May 1977,
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

-
¢/f

G

George Leatr, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #
Division of Operating Reactors

on



