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UNI TED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
WASHI NGTON, D. C. 20555

May 18 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Victor Stello, Jr.
Executive Director for Operations

FROM Sarmuel J. Chilk, Secreta

SUBJECT: STAFF REQUI REMENTS - BRI EFI NG ON NRC PO NT
PAPERS FOR DOE CONSULTATI ON DRAFT CF SITE
CHARACTERI ZATI ON PLAN FOR YUCCA MOUNTAI N
2: 00 P. M, WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 1988, COW S-
SI ONERS' CONFERENCE ROOM ONE VWH TE FLI NT
NORTH, ROCKVI LLE, MARYLAND ( OPEN TO PUBLI C
ATTENDANCE)

The Conmi ssion* was briefed by the staff on NRC s review of the
Departnent of Energy's Consultation Draft Site Characterization
Plan for Yucca Mountain, the Congressional nmandated candi date
site for the repository of high-level radioactive waste.

The Comm ssi on enphasi zed the inportance of the staff keeping
the ACRS and, in particular, the new Advisory Comrittee on
Nucl ear Waste fully infornmed on all staff pre-licensing activ-
ities related to the high-level waste repository. The staff
shoul d schedule tine for both the ACNWand the Comm ssion to
review staff comments on the statutory site characterization
pl an.

The Conmm ssion al so recomended that the staff prioritize its
110 comments and 50 questions prior to transmtting themin
final to DCE and take the initiative to request a Conmm ssion
neeting as inportant issues are raised in the future. 1In
addition, the Comm ssion directed the staff to continue to work
closely with the State of Nevada in review ng the progress and
results of DOE's site characterization plan

Chai rman Zech and Commi ssioner Carr cautioned the staff to
expend the effort necessary to ensure that the NRC research
efforts in support of licensing the high-level waste repository
are conpleted in sufficient tinme to neet NRC s |icensing needs.

e e e
* Conmm ssioner Roberts was not present.
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Comm ssi oner Rogers stressed-that the staff should be m ndf ul

that the key managenent positions in DCE s high | evel waste
program office are filled wi th non-pernmanent "acting nmanagers”

and their conmtnents to the staff may be subject to nodifications
by their successors.

cc: Chairnan Zech
Commi ssi oner Roberts
Commi ssi oner Ber nt hal
Commi ssi oner Carr
Comm ssi oner Rogers

OGC
GPA
PDR - Advance
DCS - P1-124
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