9
P
P

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555
September 13, 1991

Docket No, 50-333
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Mr. Ralph E. Beedle

Executive Vice President -
Nuciear Generaticn

Fower Authority of the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, New York 10601

Dear Mr. Beedle:

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM ALTERNATE ROD INJECTION (ARI) SYSTEM.
DIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR 50.62 (TAC NO. 81034)

By letter dated July 2, 1991, you requested an exemption from certain diversity
requirements of 10 CFR 50.62, "Requirements for Reduction of Risk from
Anticipated Transients Without Scram (ATWS) Events." Specifically, you-
requested that the NRC, in accordance with 10 CFR 50.12, grant relief from the
requirement to have trip units in the ARI system be diverse from the trip

units in the Reactor Protection System (RPS). The basis for your request was
that applying the requirement of ARI diversity to the FitzPatrick Plant would
not serve the underlying purpose of 10 CFR 50.62, which is to reduce risk from
ATWS events.

The NRC staff has reviewed your request for exemption from the ARI system
diversity requirements for the James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant. We
find that the basis for your request is similar to the appeal position
submitted by the BWR Owner's Group (BWROG). This appeal position was denied
by the NRC's Executive Director for Operations (EDO?. The NRC's EDO, in a
Jetter dated September 20, 1990, to Mr. George J. Beck, Chairman of the BWROG,
indicated that the staff's position on ARI trip unit diversity was a proper
implementation of 10 CFR 50.62., Specifically, the staff's position requires
trip units in the ARI system to be diverse from the trip units in the reactor
trip system. The staff concludes that you have not demonstrated that the ARI
diversity requirements would result in undue hardship and have not presented
"special circumstances" which satisfy the criteria of 10 CFR 50.12 for
granting exemptions from the requirements of regulations. Therefore, your
request for exemption from ARI system diversity requirements, dated

July 2, 1991, is denied.

The NRC staff concludes that modifications implemented to satisfy the ARI
diversity requirements of 10 CFR 50.62 will improve safety, are cost
beneficial, and should proceed promptly. However, because of the engineering
and procurement lead times associated with these modifications, requiring
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implementation during the next refueling outage (January 1992) at FitzPatrick
is not practical. Therefore, the staff finds that the FitzPatrick Plant must
comply with the ARI diversity requirements of 10 CFR 50.62 prior to unit
startup following. the scheduled 1993 refueling outage.

Sincerely,

4, 0Tre

Division.of Reaétor Predects - I/I1
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page



Mr. Ralph E. Beedle
Power Authority of the State of Mew York

CC:

Mr. Cerelcd C. Goldstein

Fecistant Ceneral Counsel

Pcwer Authority of the State
of Mew York

1632 Proacway

Mew York, Mew York 10019

Fesiderni Trspector's Office
U. S. Muclear Regulatory Commission
Post Cffice Box 136
Lycoming, Mew York 13093
Mr. Radford Converse
Fesident Manager
James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant
Post Cffice Box 41
Lycoming, Mew York 13093

Yr. d. A, CGray, dr.
Cirector Nuclear Licensing - BWR
Power Authority of the State
of New York
123 Main Street
Khite Plains, New York 10601

Supervisor

Town of Scriba

RFecute 8, Box 382
Oswego, New York 13126

Mr. John C. Brons, President

Power Ruthority of the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, New York 10601

Charlie Donaldson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney General
New York Department of Law
120 Broadway

New York, Mew York 10271

James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant

Ms. Donna Ross

New York State Energy COffice
2 Empire State Plaza

16th Floor

Albany, New York 12223

Regional Administrator, Region I

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406
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jmplementation during the next refueling outage (January 1992) at FitzPatrick
is not practical. Therefore, the staff finds that the FitzPatrick Plant must
comply with the ARI diversity requirements of 10 CFR 50.62 prior to unit
startup following the scheduled 1993 refueling outage.

Sincerely,

Steven A. Varga, Director
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page

Distribution:
Docket File

NRC & Local PDRs
PDI-1 Reading

T. Murley/F. Miraglia
. Partiow

Rossi

Varga

Calvo

Capra

Vogan

McCabe
Newberry
Lieberman

LN ODLUDnO
¢« o o =

o
gy
(ep]

E. Jordan
G. Hill (4)
ACRS (10)
GPA/PA
0C/LFMB

C. Cowgill
Plant File

orT

:CVogan ol :BMcCabe A\ :SNeberry :<f€25%3A@,Z?,e;RACapra Fo

TPDT-T:TA '""‘;bbi;iiéﬁ"“"éSiZ%E;;j' "‘;oqufé%ézﬁ‘ “IPOI-T:D

,—————— A

OFFTCTAC RECORD COPY

Document Name: FITZ EXEMPTION 81034



