
March 6, 2001

MEMORANDUM TO: Chairman Meserve
Commissioner Dicus
Commissioner Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield

FROM: Janice Dunn Lee, Director
Office of International Programs

SUBJECT: VISIT OF JAMES BLAHA, NUCLEAR SAFETY ATTACHÉ,
U.S. MISSION TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN
VIENNA, AUSTRIA TO WASHINGTON (MARCH 5 - 16, 2001)

Attached for your information are a schedule of appointments, background material on the
IAEA Department of Nuclear Safety and suggested talking points for your meeting with
James Blaha, the Nuclear Safety Attaché at the U.S. Mission to International Organizations in
Vienna, Austria. Mr. Blaha, former Assistant for Operations in the Office of the Executive
Director for Operations, began his three-year assignment in July 2000.

By copy of this memorandum, SECY,OGC, EDO, NRR, NMSS, RES, and OPA are being
advised of the final arrangements.

Attachments: 1. Schedule of Appointments
2. Background information on IAEA Department of Nuclear Safety
3. Suggested Talking Points

cc: SECY
OGC
EDO
NRR
NMSS
RES
OPA

Contact: Charles Serpan, OIP
415-2341
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Attachment 1

Visit of Jim Blaha to NRC, Ma

March 12, Monday9:00-10:00

Janice Dunn Lee

10:00-10:30

Commissioner Diaz

10:30-11:00

Chairman Meserve

11:00-12:00

Commissioner Merrifield.

3:30-4:00

EDO Travers

4:00-5:00

NMSS

March 13, TuesdayAM- Medical AppointmentsPM - Regulatory Information ConferenceMarch 14, Wednesdayall day - RICMarch 15, ThursdayAM–RIC2:00 - 3:00 State Department. L. Gallini, W. Stern, etc.March 16, Friday9:00-9:30

Commissioner Dicus

9:45-10:15

Mike Cullingford

11:00-11:30

Commissioner McGaffigan

1:00-2:00

Discussion of NEA/IAEA duplicationAshok ThadaniJoe MurphyMike Cullingford



Attachment 2

Background information on

Mr. Blaha began his assignmentJuly 2000. He overlapped with thethe end of the General Conference inas Nuclear Safety Attache. Mr. Blaha’sin the IAEA Department of Nuclear Safety;information to NRC on these activities, and prconcerns of the NRC. He has additional duties tactivities of interest to NRC in the areas of SafeguaCooperation.The Department of Nuclear Safety of the IAEA is headed bCanadian citizen. Domarartzki was Chairman of the group ofConvention on Nuclear Safety; it was largely on the basis of thanominated for the position of Deputy Director General for the DepaDomaratzki’s 5-year term expires in the summer of 2001. At presentto replace Domaratzki is Mr. Tomohiro Taniguchi of Japan, who currentNuclear Power Engineering Corporation.In the broadest sense, the mission of the Department of Nuclear Safety is to defor the safe operation of nuclear reactor, fuel cycle, and radioactive waste facilitiesfor protection against radiation, and to provide the services for implementation of thostandards. The work is divided between the Division of Nuclear Installation Safety andDivision of Radiation and Waste Safety.The Division of Nuclear Installation Safety is headed by Ms. Annick Carnino, a French citizen,formerly of the French CEA, who has been in the employ of the IAEA for about 11 years. Shewill retire in the summer of 2002. There is currently no leading candidate for this high-levelpost, and the U.S. should give serious consideration to identify a strong candidate. Themajority of work on safety standards as well as on implementation of those standards is donethrough this division. Current issues of high interest are development of standards for fuelcycle facilities and for research reactors, and integration of risk-informed activities for plantoperators. This division sponsors the safety service outreach activities including OSARTs,IRRTs (International Regulatory Review Team), and reviews of research reactor safety,implementation of risk assessments, etc.The Division of Radiation and Waste Safety is headed by Mr. Abel Gonzalez, an Argentinecitizen, formerly with the Argentine regulatory authority. Gonzalez has been with the IAEA formany years and expects to retire in 2003. There is currently no leading candidate for thishigh-level post either, so the U.S. could give serious consideration to identify a strong candidatefor this position as well. (It should be noted that the U.S. would not be able to secure bothposts and thus should consider carefully which post it wishes to emphasize.) Current issues ofhigh interest in this division are the Action Plan on the Safety of Radiation Sources and theSecurity of Radioactive Materials, clearance and exemption of contaminated materials, andtransboundary movement of radioactive materials including incorporation of IAEA ST-1Transport Regulations into international transport organization regulations. This divisionsupports safety service activities related to review of national programs on radioactive wasteand on transport of radioactive materials.



Attachment 3

Talking Points for visit of Jam

1. Research Reactors

•

The IAEA currently is making a strong estrengthen the safety of research reactors.increase of interest?

•

We hear that the IAEA will try to develop some kininternational instrument to bind member states, in oneaddress and report on the safety of research reactors. Wabout this activity? Will it be a convention necessitating Coapproval? Are meetings planned? When?

2. Clearance/exemption/exclusion/commodities

•

Commissioner Dicus and Carl Pareriello met in Chilton UK earlier in Feset out policy on these issues. What will be the next steps after the Chiltomeeting on this subject?

•

How did the IAEA’s follow-up meeting the last week in February on internationaltrade in commodities support or build on the Chilton approach?

3. Sealed and orphaned source

•

Did the results of the December 2000 Buenos Aires conference affect the ActionPlan on the Safety of Radiation Sources and Security of Radioactive Materials?How?

•

What has been done so far in this area, and what are the next steps?

4. Inter-organizational issues

•

What is the status of the MOU between the IAEA and NEA?

•

With regard to the controversy over DU, what is the IAEA doing with otherorganizations to develop an accurate description of the effects (or morecorrectly, the lack of effects) and present that to the concerned public?

•

Is there presently any activity ongoing among the IAEA and other organizationssuch as WHO concerning standards for distribution and administration of KI forprophylactic purposes?


