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Finally, I believe the entire discussion of relative costs and benefits of the no-
action alternative is distorted by the extremely unrealistic assumption that
storage of SNF, at either the PFS facility or the reactor sites, will be
“temporary.” I am closely familiar with the technical problems that have arisen
in the investigation of the Yucca Mountain site for suitability as a long-term
SNF repository. Given the recently discovered proximity of the repository site
to groundwater sources, it does not appear that the integrity of the repository
can be maintained for the period required for indefinite disposal. I believe it is
extremely unlikely that Yucca Mountain or any other repository will be
licensed in the next 100 years, and possibly much longer. Although the NRC
has tried to legislate public confidence in the imminent availability of a
repository, I do not believe there is any rational basis for such confidence. In
my opinion, the discussion of the no-action alternative is seriously distorted by
the assumption that a repository will be available in 2010. I believe that the
DEIS should assume that waste will remain in temporary storage indefinitely,
and include a discussion of the relative merits of indefinite storage at PFS and
reactor sites. This discussion should include consideration of where the SNF
will receive the best long-term care, and the equities of requiring the different
affected communities to be long-term stewards. For instance, if the residents of
the State of Utah received no benefit from the generation of energy as a result
of burning nuclear power plant fuel, should they be burdened with the long-
term environmental impacts of hosting the indefinite storage of the material?
In short who receives the benefit and who bears the risk. These issues should
be addressed in the DEIS.
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