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MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
(Extension of Suspension and Appointment of Settlement Judge)

This proceeding concerns an Order Imposing Civil Monetary Penalty of $110,000.00,

dated August 3, 2000, involving the alleged violation by FENOC of NRC’s employee-protection

regulations, based upon the asserted discrimination by a management official against an

employee for engaging in protected activities (i.e., testifying in a whistleblowing case before the

Department of Labor). At the request of the parties, however, the proceeding has been

suspended to accommodate ongoing settlement negotiations. As part of the suspension, the

Licensing Board has required status reports concerning the status of settlement negotiations.

The current suspension extends to March 20, 2001, with a status report required by

March 8, 2001. In the Joint Status Report filed on that date, the parties reported that they had

reached an oral agreement in principle regarding settlement and that good progress had been

made in the negotiation of a formal written settlement agreement. The parties observed,

however, that they would benefit from the appointment of a separate settlement judge and

requested the Board to arrange for such an appointment. The parties further requested
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continuation of the suspension period for an additional 45 days until May 4, 2001, to permit both

the appointment and involvement of the settlement judge in the negotiations.

The Board agrees that the requested appointment and involvement of the settlement

judge might prove useful for the negotiations, and we have recommended that the Chief

Administrative Judge appoint such a judge. Further, good cause having been demonstrated,

we hereby extend the suspension of this proceeding until May 4, 2001.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

For the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

/RA/

Charles Bechhoefer, Chairman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland
March 16, 2001

[Copies of this Memorandum and Order have been transmitted this date by e-mail to counsel
for each of the parties.]
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