UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

Septemberl, 2000

Hears

Mr. Michael Long, Field Supervisor
Wyoming State Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4000 Morrie Avenue

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001

SUBJECT: INFORMATION REQUEST ON PROTECTED PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES

Dear Mr. Long:

Rio Algom Smith Ranch Project (RAS) has applied to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) for renewal of its license to conduct solution mining for uranium in Converse County,
Wyoming, as shown on the enclosed map. The goal of the project is to extract up to 20 million
pounds of uranium as U,0, per year over a period of at least 20 years.

The proposed mine area is 16,200 acres with four native vegetation types including bottomland
sagebrush, mixed sagebrush grassland, rough breaks, and upland grass. Surface disturbance
would include the wellfield pattern areas during wellfield construction, up to 20 acres for lined
evaporation ponds, mineral processing and water-treatment facilities, wellfield header houses,
pipeline routes, pump stations, and access roads. It is anticipated that no more than

700 acres would be disturbed during the life of the project.

RAS has conducted plant and animal surveys of the project area. The only listed, proposed, or
candidate threatened or endangered species that has been observed on the site is the bald eagle
which has been observed over the project area during migration. Based on the information
available, NRC staff currently has no reason to expect any additional listed, proposed, or candidate
threatened or endangered species to occur on or near the site. Please forward any information or
concerns regarding effects of this planned mining project on any such species, as well as any other
ecological concerns U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may have. NRC wili use this information in
preparing an environmental assessment for the renewal of the license.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly
Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible
from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/ADAMS/index.html (the Public Electronic
Reading Room).

if you have any questions on this matter, please contact John H. Lusher of my staff at 301-415-7694
or by e-mal to jhi@nrc.gov. Thank you for your assistance.

incerely,

RN NCIONN

Philip Ting, Chief

Fuel Cycle Licensing Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

Enclosure: As stated



31IS LNV1d AHIA0DIY
Ol SS30JV Pue 4O NOILYOO1

Aosusenn 1 Tr R

ty BVE NIy sasdy B

I
- i weg 7 P \-“ .
‘Q— i g pnoae san i ouusip \ 177
\ NUON OV} IO pusgy 1y ” i h ) . Y
umm Jo gt oy o Z %
S8 .w’ e ve vc._: : opusn o ' = u‘\!b e - ,
\ M A9&y 2100, e TR OISl OWME ,.1\.-“
L NGERER] B =
2 t Ut 1 1 e ¢ - Sar .o\-.‘a.“.on_w .\.
ot - e 0% e enen (f e
o nl.r‘i?_r-_ o 98t », St I St v o entfiag o £7
PUT VO O) vUREg 0 — i & Burs > oy —m : -
ON rrvnm s : » Lo~ ABDuR.. Suserhin s - .
. o7 " e SEm. n 5 > -.”u &
M| y D 1181 & ) e
; é& | R Y , \L. WN "pug .!’hN

v

>
. \w mw\.—

Syt R LR
..\ J. | \
. -f |
Fihe
. « &1 J
e 1: 3

St /,

v 8y L
N -

vl 40 AosaoInr
P S0 40 Abiedey

- Mony,

. Ry | RV owau
s T A T LT

"x. saw o & .

Na—,-oa‘ A d S Cadl h L4
) g..: 4 ¢ 20X ’

. A j s

U un Ty
iy 10 Bamn e 9

o 8 -

araha

i’ xuo._..-

w7

. s
e \!:.m...‘_

‘LB ¢

\id o -
R ¥
0 uo»
1 Ly 5 g

P 6 -'I.n+ g, o
- Yifa A

9 61 . g,

g
wib eirg L

prin ~ 0O

" rese, vor anog _

. u w.l - - \...xli Nm ; au. aNrESKID r
u 1 X - 4 wrouww
‘ ' Q TR T nsve 1
} 7 =< - :

# 021 10K 2d O !

\
~
e,

y uoW LR
uwBok-LSoD ROEo %y

A - -
m,hs UM \ | 1r‘|\\1|‘.. =

AY
Y

”
k]
-
1
'
-d

L

7 Wodhn>oy
1el4 Bupqydn .r )

f 3
PIQPRY . , €7 { K
o ./, Beng .w.ci whwar woes. Py "
. \ ~ uIAeS sty sbpman S+ V\ %
il - \ e - ﬂfﬁ g d
! M usnpc,
M - R Nt R
St oo = “ Yot
A ey L s A v §
L \ e \
AY
P N w ey | S— 24 "
7 N - \ it
o s N u\ H
'/ - 2 Nm ]
\n P ~ ] 2z
/e Px D 3211 | 2ud
ACHLE N K 0z - R i Pury F g
] & /ﬁf b - ~ - k -~ r!-. vong! ’ v,
R . 5 / o ong s 21
‘ ~ N - r,-ooU-o...m 1, .
T~ - . 3 7 xomns
0/ -~ R 21 -~ /\0., N
A R r\zf’\ . e | I X &
§ ey emoy purthey)
a 5 z Pr ouay .. 9981 5941 Ny Semp 4G oI .- )
2OV 4 SR Doy i -
). 3 == 0l J . ory 1/ N\ e s e
2 .K L wwangf - N SIBUi Doy
0 - §§ - “\ 110 g

SNy Ry
/q 1./ ; 1o $
N o) ‘N
w \\\ A\

TG Rng ‘suswu) wams Ag Pennr
Py ssvy G DUE amTeg Rney

-~

N ~— 2 i.&.‘;’r‘(t!telnv!v:w “
at

.:2..—.._3’"]' _
R Aasnos weswuer,, [ ey
oM WIuSY ¥ L 4o wemedwT)) -




Mr. Michael Long, Field Supervisor
Wyoming State Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4000 Morrie Avenue

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001

SUBJECT: INFORMATION REQUEST ON PROTECTED PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES
Dear Mr. Long:

Rio Algom Smith Ranch Project (RAS) has applied to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) for a renewal of its license to conduct solution mining for uranium in
Converse County, Wyoming, as shown on the enclosed map. The goal of the project is to
extract up to 20 million pounds of uranium as U,O4 per year over a period of at least 20 years.

The proposed mine area is 16,200 acres with four native vegetation types including bottomland
sagebrush, mixed sagebrush grassland, rough breaks, and upland grass. Surface disturbance
would include the wellfield pattern areas during wellfield construction, up to 20 acres for lined
evaporation ponds, mineral processing and water-treatment facilities, wellfield header houses,
pipeline routes, pump stations, and access roads. It is anticipated that no more than 700 acres
would be disturbed during the life of the project.

RAS has conducted plant and animal surveys of the project area. The only listed, proposed, or
candidate threatened or endangered species that has been observed on the site is the bald eagle
which has been observed over the project area during migration. Based on the information
available, NRC staff currently has no reason to expect any additional listed, proposed, or candidate
threatened or endangered species to occur on or near the site. Please forward any information or
concerns regarding effects of this planned mining project on any such species, as well as any other
ecological concerns U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may have. NRC will use this information in
preparing an environmental assessment of the proposed project.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly
Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible
from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/ADAMS/index.html (the Public Electronic
Reading Room).

If you have any questions on this matter, please contact John H. Lusher of my staff at 301-415-7694
or by e-mail to jhi@nrc.gov. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

/s

Phitip Ting, Chief

Fuel Cycle Licensing Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards

Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
Enclosure: As stated
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