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Texas Departmme of Houid
Charles E. Bell, M.D. 1 1 Wt*§ 0h §Kf4
Executive Deputy Commissioner A P-tiff 103 f
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February 27, 2001

Paul Lohaus, Director
Office of State and Tribal Programs
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 031120
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Lohaus:

The Texas Legislature is currently in sessiont Atid will §,oo be ikitim iip:) flihls iwe ofI lowf Level
Radioactive Waste Disposal. The issue of abrlv 9t'iiA iiilA wll Ie drbated agaili all] 1 request
that you provide us the specific requirements 11ih, W*tJild tilk iio ll ! Ii dloll 1i gl) II ) (Il Pait 6].
to license an assured isolation facility.

As you can see from the attached letter from Pt~ht4{Wi4 Wstveii 1 1l4.n, Ill:; 1u all III genI; matter

in Texas and we request an expedited respomkt

If you have any questions, please contact me=

Sincerely,

Richard A.Ratli , .,Chief
Bureau of Rat-o ontrol

Enclosure

An EquviJ Thptog J +rH



,-FEB-27-01 08:24 FROM:TDH--RADIATION CONTROL 
ID:512 634 670B8AC

b12Ž4b.5041 LN I RONMENTAL Hi-U 3AH P02 FEE 26 wi 14:11

TbCAS HOUSE OF R)PMEENTATivEs

3/3

Committee on
Environmental Regulation
77th Texas Legislamre :

Warnm Cbisam
Chafrm

Dennis Bonnen
Vice Cha'ifm

February 26, 2001

Mr. Richard Ratliff, CIief
BueU of Radiation Control

Texas Department of Health

Dear Mr. Ratliff.

As you know the n to open a disposal facility for radioactive waste cotinues to be an urgent

priority in Texas. Not only do we need the facilit for the waste geneaed iM our slate, but we nee

to responsibly meet our obligations under (he Texas-Maine-Vermont CompaCt.

We know that the Nuclear Regulatory CoMIissin(NRC;) has commented they would respond

more fully to the question of assured isolation should any State come to t6 Commission directly.

As recently as April 1999 John Greeves, Diret of the Division of Waste NIvngement, Officc of

Nuclear Material Safety and SafeguArds, NRC wrote that "Although Pazt 61 does not require a

design that incorporares retrieval comcpts, a State could include retrievability in the design if the

other reqsin 10 C wreImet." In his presentation at the Sixteenth Anmal International

Radioactive Exchange Decisioakers' Forum last October, James Kennedy, Technical Assistant,

Environment and Perforfance Assessm tBrah, NRC. said, "The NRC is open to new ideas such

asissued isolation and is available tO assist staes when asked to hehlP

I am asking you to submit an official request to the RC for what reqeirmezrnts would be necessary

in addition to 10 CFR Pt 61 to establish an assured isolation facility in Texas. Please letme cknow

if yourequire afisera 1 in y office ina accomplishing t h is. 11 alo urge you to convey to

the NRC that this is an urgent matter in Texas and we would appreciate ax xedited response.

Thank you,

Warren Chisum

'Letter fm Jobn T. GC~evts to Mr. Mari 0. malsch dated April 12, 1999
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