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Mr. Jrohnr H. Austin 
':F: :efr 

Uecommi,,-;oninq and Regulatory Issues Branch 
UvI'(:oir of Lo.'w Level Waste MHnagement and Decommij;rs':nlnni 
(tll, i~rof ,hiuclezr Material Safety and Safeguards 

r'I: rt';iiqJoýt for Scheduler rx~emption 

bear, Mr'. Au.tin: 

Thi lotto.rr i s a request from Molycorp's Washington, PA facl( ity fur- .a.  
.;,chlcduler e..emption of the decommissioning funding plan as ontllned in 
If) CrlR 40.36(c)(2).  

Ie r,•l':p,' t.ho exemptiori to allow time to conduct a sito charac.terization.  
The s1t.o characterization is necessary to develop a nasin for a 
d&-.;ommiss-IonIng clean-tip plan and funding plan. Findings of Lhe 
charAc.torlatlon will Influence the viability of clean-np optIous and the 
(;o-..I. ; a- -. $,iatnd with them.  

A't*r," thr, sit.e characterization is completed, we will niled a period of 
!.tlw. tn) (Ii.volop the clean-up criteria. The large volume uf low-level 
r-'-,, sal Uhi facility has on site lands it.self to eAplorati.on of 
inihovit.)v, oprtions stuch as off-site disposal in a mine. or re.-cirnation 
-,1 the. thorium and/or lantharnide contents to reduce the total volume.  
o::/,.2 iaddiLiorial time is required to pursue t.hc-so types or options which 

will have a significant impact on the costs of clean-up.  

WP popose s, ubmitting a decommissioning funding plan at the time we 
!;uhrt th'_ drecommnlsloning plan. This is to be no later th.an six months 
,if'.,r tho initial submission of the site characterization report as 
o.ti 1 ,;•', lin our reouot;;t for license renewal. This will allow us tO n5.O.s 
1.1m f'niinqs of the report and explore Innovative options, of whlch both 
*.w1 I, irmpac.t on the decmmissioning funding plan.  

Sincerely, 

0 
/arbara P. Oankmyer 
Resident Manager 
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