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Duke Energy Corporation comments on the
wRelease of Solid Materials at Licensed
Facilities: Issues, and Notice of Public
Meetings (64FR35090, dated June 30, 1999)

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is considering a
rulemaking that would set specific requirements on releases
of solid materials in order to establish a regulatory
framework more consistent with existing NRC requirements on
air and liquid releases. On October 19,1999, the comment
period on the proposed rulemaking was extended until
December 22, 1999. ' :

Duke appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed
rulemaking on “Release of Solid Materials at Licensed
Facilities” and offers the following comments for
consideration by the NRC.

Comments:

e Duke Supports the comments and recommendations
concerning this issue as submitted to the NRC by Nuclear
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Energy Inggggutq.(NEI).
e Duke supports the NRC'S efforts to agg£§§§w§Q§.current

mix of regulatory approaches and case—by—case'éﬁaéﬁtions

ey 10 CFR 20.2002. If approved, this initiative
would provide for clearlzwggj}ngghwx;gkjbased”regulation
of solid materials, Zimilar to those in longQéEEﬁdiﬁ§”"
use for liquid and gaseous releases.

e Clearance of solid material is unavoidable and 1s
alreadgmpn—ggingm5€wbdwgr reactors, medical and research
facilities. Duke Pelieves that standardization and
clarification of solid material release criteria would
hqip;py%%ﬁmpgg&;g”anfidence_andvtrusth while reducing
the regulatory burden for the NRC and licensees through
fewer exemption requests.

e Duke stupports the Jeveiopment of a safe, practical,
dose-based_standard by the NRC. The assumptions used to
derfve release limits from dose 1imits should be
realistic, nopmexcessively conservative, yet provide for
public health Tod eafety. THE rulemaking should address
all magggig}s entering and leaving nuclear facilities.
Tﬁéwgﬁrrent'aféwaNﬁREG4164O 2ddresses a very limited 2
range of materials. Duke recommends that the NRC -
consider endorsing ANSI N13.12 (1999), "Surtface and
Volume radioactivity standards for Clearance” as part of

the rulemaking.

Tn summary, Duke supports the NRC's initiative for
clearance gﬁsgoL;gAmate??gfgwffoﬁrifééﬁéédfﬁuclear
faciiities and the comments provided to the NRC by NEI.

The NRC should be willing and able to definitively state
that material cleared under any standard is clean and safe.
A practical dose-based standard would be an improvement
over the current mix of regulatory approaches, while

continuing to provide for public health and safety.

1f you have any questions O need additional information,
please contact Allison Jones-Young at (704) 382-3154.

Very truly yours,

WS
M.S. Tuckman

Executive Vice President
Nuclear Generation
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xc: L.A. Reyes
Regional Administrator, Region II

p.S. Tam, ONRR

F. Rinaldi, ONRR
D.E. Lebarge, ONRR
g .M. Shaeffer (MNS)
D.J. Roberts (CNS)

M.C. Shannon (ONS)



