February 15, 2001

Mr. Mike Reandeau
Director - Licensing
Clinton Power Station
P.O. Box 678

Mail Code #Vv920
Clinton, IL 61727

SUBJECT: CLINTON POWER STATION - EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY DIESEL
GENERATOR ALLOWED OUTAGE TIME TO 14 DAYS (TAC NO. MB0861)

Dear Mr. Reandeau:

By letter dated December 29, 2000, AmerGen Energy Company, LLC (AmerGen, the licensee)
submitted an application for license amendment to extend the Technical Specification (TS)
allowed outage time (AOT) from 72 hours to 14 days for the Division 1 and 2 diesel generators
(DGs).

Subsequently, by letter dated January 14, 2001, AmerGen requested enforcement discretion
for the Division 2 DG, due to high vibration of a bearing during the 24-hour surveillance test.
AmerGen also requested exigent review of the amendment request. The U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff granted the enforcement discretion as discussed in a letter
dated January 18, 2001. In that letter, the staff stated that it would review and issue the license
amendment request as promptly as possible (i.e., exigent review schedule).

Upon further review, the NRC staff has found that permanent risk informed TS changes of a
magnitude such as this one should not be reviewed and approved on an exigent basis. This
particular risk informed permanent TS change requires a careful review because of the risk
significance. We believe that this constitutes special circumstances under which exigent review
is not appropriate following issuance of enforcement discretion. Therefore, the staff will review
your amendment request on a normal priority schedule instead of an exigent schedule.

Contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
/RA/
Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate Ill
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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J. Michael Heffley
Vice President
Clinton Power Station
P.O. Box 678
Clinton, IL 61727
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Manager Nuclear Station
Engineering Department

Clinton Power Station

P.O. Box 678

Clinton, IL 61727

Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
RR#3, Box 229 A

Clinton, IL 61727

R. T. Hill

Licensing Services Manager
General Electric Company
175 Curtner Avenue, M/C 481
San Jose, CA 95125

Regional Administrator, Region Il
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
801 Warrenville Road

Lisle, IL 60532-4351

Chairman of DeWitt County
c/o County Clerk's Office
DeWitt County Courthouse
Clinton, IL 61727

J. W. Blattner

Project Manager

Sargent & Lundy Engineers
55 East Monroe Street
Chicago, IL 60603
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AmerGen Energy Company, LLC

lllinois Department of Nuclear Safety
Office of Nuclear Facility Safety
ATTN: Mr. Frank Niziolek

1035 Outer Park Drive

Springfield, IL 62704
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Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
1800 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036



Mr. Mike Reandeau February 15, 2001
Director - Licensing

Clinton Power Station

P.O. Box 678

Mail Code #Vv920

Clinton, IL 61727

SUBJECT: CLINTON POWER STATION - EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY DIESEL
GENERATOR ALLOWED OUTAGE TIME TO 14 DAYS (TAC NO. MB0861)

Dear Mr. Reandeau:

By letter dated December 29, 2000, AmerGen Energy Company, LLC (AmerGen, the licensee)
submitted an application for license amendment to extend the Technical Specification (TS)
allowed outage time (AOT) from 72 hours to 14 days for the Division 1 and 2 diesel generators
(DGs).

Subsequently, by letter dated January 14, 2001, AmerGen requested enforcement discretion
for the Division 2 DG, due to high vibration of a bearing during the 24-hour surveillance test.
AmerGen also requested exigent review of the amendment request. The U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff granted the enforcement discretion as discussed in a letter
dated January 18, 2001. In that letter, the staff stated that it would review and issue the license
amendment request as promptly as possible (i.e., exigent review schedule).

Upon further review, the NRC staff has found that permanent risk informed TS changes of a
magnitude such as this one should not be reviewed and approved on an exigent basis. This
particular risk informed permanent TS change requires a careful review because of the risk
significance. We believe that this constitutes special circumstances under which exigent review
is not appropriate following issuance of enforcement discretion. Therefore, the staff will review
your amendment request on a normal priority schedule instead of an exigent schedule.

Contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate Ill

Division of Licensing Project Management

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-461 DISTRIBUTION:
PD3-2 rff OGC
cc: See next page PUBLIC ACRS
GGrant, RIII
OFFICE | PM:PD3-2 LA:PD3-2 SC:PD3-2
NAME JHopkins THarris AMendiola
DATE 2/8/01 2/9/01 2/15/01

DOCUMENT NAME: G:\PDIII-2\CLINTON\edg-review-Itr.wpd
OFFICIAL RECORD COPY



