
February 6, 2001

SDP/EA-00-263

Carolina Power & Light Company
ATTN: Mr. James Scarola

Vice President - Harris Plant
Shearon Harris Nuclear Power Plant
P. O. Box 165, Mail Code: Zone 1
New Hill, NC 27562-0165

SUBJECT: ERRATA LETTER

Dear Mr. Scarola:

The purpose of this letter is to provide a corrected cover page to our letter to you dated
February 2, 2001, regarding our final significance determination for a White finding. The
subject line of our February 2 letter contained the incorrect docket number for the Harris facility.
Please discard the previous cover page and replace with the Enclosed cover page.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its
enclosure will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document
Room (PDR) or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document
system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/ADAMS/index.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room).

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 404-562-4560.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Brian Bonser, Chief
Reactor Projects Branch 4
Division of Reactor Projects

Docket No.: 50-400
License No.: NPF-63

Enclosure: As stated

cc w/encl: (see page 2)
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Enclosure

February 2, 2001

SDP/EA-00-263

Carolina Power & Light Company
ATTN: Mr. James Scarola

Vice President - Harris Plant
Shearon Harris Nuclear Power Plant
P. O. Box 165, Mail Code: Zone 1
New Hill, NC 27562-0165

SUBJECT: FINAL SIGNIFICANCE DETERMINATION FOR A WHITE FINDING AND
NOTICE OF VIOLATION (NRC INSPECTION REPORT NOS. 50-400/00-03,
50-400/00-10, SHEARON HARRIS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT)

Dear Mr. Scarola:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with the final results of our significance
determination of the preliminary White finding identified in the subject inspection reports. The
inspection finding was assessed using the significance determination process and was
preliminarily characterized as White, i.e., an issue of low to moderate safety significance, which
may require additional NRC inspection. The finding involved your discovery in June 2000 that
the ‘C’ Charging/Safety Injection Pump (CSIP) experienced a failed outboard thrust bearing that
resulted in the pump being inoperable for a time in excess of the Technical Specification (TS)
Limiting Condition for Operation (LCO) action statement requirements.

At Carolina Power & Light Company’s (CP&L) request, an open regulatory conference was
conducted with you and members of your staff on January 30, 2001, to discuss your views on
this issue. The enclosures to this letter list the attendees at the regulatory conference, and
provide copies of the material presented by CP&L and the NRC at the regulatory conference.
During the conference, your staff described the details of the issue and your assessment of its
significance. CP&L’s review of the issue attributed the probable cause of the May 1999 failed
bearing to a loss of bearing oil lubrication and/or an improper pump fill and vent evolution. Your
estimate of the incremental increase in core damage frequency for the period of time during
which the ‘C’ CSIP was inoperable (approximately 59 days) was 5.1x10-6 /year. This estimate
was slightly lower than the NRC’s estimate of 9.5x10-6/year. The difference in the two
estimates was attributed to nominal differences in risk modeling assumptions and techniques.
The NRC considers CP&L’s assessment of the probable cause of the failed bearing to be
reasonable, and has determined that both risk values represent reasonable estimates of the
change in risk to the facility for the period of time during which the ‘C’ CSIP was inoperable.

After considering the information developed during the inspection and the information you
provided at the conference, the NRC has concluded that the inspection finding is appropriately
characterized as White. This determination is consistent with CP&L’s estimate of the risk


