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Dear Sir or Madame:

This letter is to report, in accordance with Tech Spec 6.6.2, a reportable occurrence on February 1, 2001 at the Pennsylvania

State University's Breazeale Nuclear Reactor. Voice mail messages regarding the event were left with Marvin Mendonca,

NRC Headquarters and Tom Dragoun, NRC Region 1 at approximately 0840 hours on February 2, 2001.

A violation of Tech Spec 4.3.3 occurred when the pool water conductivity was not measured and recorded on February 1,

2001 prior to the reactor being operated on that day. Tech Spec 4.3.3 states: "Pool water conductivity shall be measured and

recorded daily when the reactor is to be operated, or at monthly intervals when the reactor is shut down for this time period."

On February 2, 2001 when daily water data was being collected it was realized that there was no water data collected on

February 1, 2001. The operator performing the reactor checkout on February 1st mistakenly thought the data collected for

January 31, 2001 was the data for February 1st and recorded the January 31st conductivity value on the checkout for

February 1st.

The measured conductivity values for the 31st and the 2nd were 1.25 and 1.26 micrornhos/cm respectively. The conductivity

meter is in constant service and the alarm on both days was verified to be set a value of 2 micromhos/cm. The console alarm

messages were reviewed to verify that no alarm was received from the conductivity cell. Thus there is positive evidence that

the allowable conductivity of less than or equal to 5 micromhos/cm (Tech Spec 3.3.5) was not exceeded.

The operator conducting the daily checkout on February 1, 2001 was interviewed. It was determined that the failure to

measure and record the pool water conductivity was a result of a mistaken review of the pool water data sheet.

A 14-day report will be submitted by February 16, 2001.

Sincerely,

Q\A
C. Frederick Sears, Ph.D.
Director, Radiation Science & Engineering Center

Cc: M. Mendonca, NRC L. Burton, Assoc. Dean
T. Dragoun, NRC D. Sathianathan, Safeguards Chair
E. Pell, VP Research J. Brenizer, Information Liaison
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