
February 7, 2001

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-III-01-004

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public
interest significance. The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation,
and is basically all that is known by the Region III staff on this date.

Facility
Best Foods Co.
Best Foods
Summit/Argo, Illinois
Docket:
License: State of Illinois General Licensee

Licensee Emergency Classification
___Notification of Unusual Event

Alert
Site Area Emergency
General Emergency

X Not Applicable

SUBJECT: MISSING GENERALLY-LICENSED GAUGE

DESCRIPTION:
On February 6, 2001, the Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety (IDNS) notified Region III
(Chicago) that it had received a confirmatory report from the Best Foods Company of
Summit/Argo, Illinois, of a missing gauge containing a 100 millicurie (3.7 GBq) americium-241
sealed source. The generally-licensed gauge is an Industrial Dynamics Company Filtec CI-2C.
Radiation levels on this gauge are approximately 5 mR/hour at 15 inches with the shutter in an
open position.

IDNS surveyed the licensee’s facility and was unable to locate the source. The detector
(non-radioactive) portion of the gauge was located in a storage vault. A consultant, hired by the
licensee to survey the facility, also was unable to locate the source. IDNS contacted the
manufacturer, Industrial Dynamics Company in California; which did not have any record of the
source being returned to them.

The State of Illinois is continuing its investigation into this matter. IDNS identified that the
gauge was missing during a General License inspection.

The Office of State and Tribal Programs and the Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and
Safeguards were notified of the lost gauge.

IDNS notified Region III and the NRC Operations Center of the lost gauge at 3:15 p.m. CST on
February 6, 2001. The information in this preliminary notification has been discussed with the
State of Illinois. This information is current as of 7:30 a.m. CST on February 7, 2001.

CONTACTS: James Lynch (630) 829-9661 Monte Phillips (630) 829-9806


