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Attention: Document Control Desk 
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South Texas Project 
Units 1 and 2 

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499 
Change to the Bases for Technical Specification 4.0.3 

STPNOC has revised the Bases for the South Texas Project Technical Specifications in 
accordance with 10CFR50.59. The changes to the Bases for Technical Specification 4.0.3 to 
delete the statement that missed surveillance requirements are reportable. This corrects the Bases 
to be consistent with the latest change to 1OCFR50.73.  

The revised pages and replacement instructions are provided so that the NRC can update 
their copies of the Bases.  

If there are any questions regarding these changes, please contact Mr. A. W. Harrison at 
361-972-7298.  

M. A. McBumett 
Director, Quality & Licensing 

AWHI 

Attachments: 
1. Page replacement instructions 
2. Revised Bases Pages
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3.4.0 APPLICABILITY 

BASES (Continued) 

OPERABILITY requirements for a Limiting Condition for Operation. Under the provisions of this 
specification, systems and components are assumed to be OPERABLE when Surveillance 
Requirements have been satisfactorily performed within the specified time interval. However, 
nothing in this provision is to be construed as implying that systems or components are 
OPERABLE when they are found or known to be inoperable although still meeting the 
Surveillance Requirements. This specification also clarifies that the ACTION requirements are 
applicable when Surveillance Requirements have not been completed within the allowed 
surveillance interval and that the time limits of the ACTION requirements apply from the point in 
time it is identified that a surveillance has not been performed and not at the time that the 
allowed surveillance interval was exceeded. Completion of the Surveillance Requirement within 
the allowable outage time limits of the ACTION requirements restores compliance with the 
requirements of Specification 4.0.3. However, this does not negate the fact that the failure to 
have performed the surveillance within the allowed surveillance interval, defined by the 
provisions of Specification 4.0.2, was a violation of the OPERABILITY requirements of a 
Limiting Condition for Operation that is subject to enforcement action.  

If the allowable outage time limits of the ACTION requirements are less than 24 hours or a 
shutdown is required to comply with ACTION requirements, e.g., Specification 3.0.3, a 24-hour 
allowance is provided to permit a delay in implementing the ACTION requirements. This 
provides an adequate time limit to complete Surveillance Requirements that have not been 
performed. The purpose of this allowance is to permit the completion of a surveillance before a 
shutdown is required to comply with ACTION requirements or before other remedial measures 
would be required that may preclude completion of a surveillance. The basis for this allowance 
includes consideration for plant conditions, adequate planning, availability of personnel, the 
time required to perform the surveillance, and the safety significance of the delay in completing 
the required surveillance. This provision also provides a time limit for the completion of 
Surveillance Requirements that become applicable as a consequence of MODE changes 
imposed by ACTION requirements and for completing Surveillance Requirements that are 
applicable when an exception to the requirements of Specification 4.0.4 is allowed. If a 
surveillance is not completed within the 24-hour allowance, the time limits of the ACTION 
requirements are applicable at that time. When a surveillance is performed within the 24-hour 
allowance and the Surveillance Requirements are not met, the time limits of the ACTION 
requirements are applicable at the time that the surveillance is terminated.  

Surveillance Requirements do not have to be performed on inoperable equipment because the 
ACTION requirements define the remedial measures that apply. However, the Surveillance 
Requirements have to be met to demonstrate that inoperable equipment has been restored to 
OPERABLE status.
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