
January 26, 2001

Mr. H. A. Sepp, Manager
Regulatory and Licensing Engineering
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

SUBJECT: FUEL CLADDING DUCTILITY

Dear Mr. Sepp:

The NRC staff has become aware of the enclosed paper by J. Bohmert entitled, "Embrittlement
of ZrNb1 at Room Temperature After High-temperature Oxidation in Steam Atmosphere," which
questions the validity of the 17 percent oxidation criteria for loss-of-coolant accident (LOCA)
conditions for ZrNb1 cladding. We would like to meet with you to discuss this subject.
Alternatively, you may wish to respond to this letter in writing, presenting any technical
information that you believe is relevant to the issue presented. Please contact the
Westinghouse Project Manager, Raynard Wharton at (301) 415-1396 to schedule a meeting at
your convenience or to advise us of your schedule for the submittal. The technical reviewer for
this activity is Margaret Chatterton (301) 415-2889.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Stephen Dembek, Chief, Section 2
Project Directorate IV and Decommissioning
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 694

Enclosure: Paper

cc w/encl: See next page



January 26, 2001
Mr. H. A. Sepp, Manager
Regulatory and Licensing Engineering
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

SUBJECT: FUEL CLADDING DUCTILITY

Dear Mr. Sepp:

The NRC staff has become aware of the enclosed paper by J. Bohmert entitled, "Embrittlement
of ZrNb1 at Room Temperature After High-temperature Oxidation in Steam Atmosphere," which
questions the validity of the 17 percent oxidation criteria for loss-of-coolant accident (LOCA)
conditions for ZrNb1 cladding. We would like to meet with you to discuss this subject.
Alternatively, you may wish to respond to this letter in writing, presenting any technical
information that you believe is relevant to the issue presented. Please contact the
Westinghouse Project Manager, Raynard Wharton at (301) 415-1396 to schedule a meeting at
your convenience or to advise us of your schedule for the submittal. The technical reviewer for
this activity is Margaret Chatterton (301) 415-2889.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Stephen Dembek, Chief, Section 2
Project Directorate IV and Decommissioning
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 694 DISTRIBUTION:
PUBLIC

Enclosure: Paper PDIV-2 Reading
SRichards

cc w/encl: See next page DHolland
EPeyton
RWharton
JWermiel
MChatterton
RidsOgcMailCenter
RidsAcrsAcnwMailCenter
FCoffman, RES
MMayfield, RES

ACCESSION NO.: ML01320141 PACKAGE: ML010320152
ATTACHMENT: ML010260352

OFFICE PDIV-2/PM PDIV-2/PM PDIV-2/LA PDIV-2/SC

NAME DHolland SDembekfor:
RWharton

EPeyton SDembek

DATE 1/25/01 1/26/01 1/25/01 1/26/01
OFFICIAL RECORD COPY



Mr. H. A. Sepp - 2 -

cc:
Mr. Andrew Drake, Project Manager
Westinghouse Owners Group
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Mail Stop ECE 5-16
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

Mr. James F. Klapproth, Manager
Engineering & Technology
GE Nuclear Energy
175 Curtner Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Mr. Phillip W. Richardson, Manager
Windsor Nuclear Licensing
Westinghouse Electric Company
CE Nuclear Power LLC
2000 Day Hill Road
Windsor, CT 06095

Mr. T. A. Coleman, Vice President
Government Relations
Framtome Cogema Fuels
3315 Old Forest Road
P.O. Box 10935
Lynchburg, Virginia 24506-0935

Mr. James F. Mallay
Director, Nuclear Regulatory Affairs
Siemens Power Corporation
2101 Horn Rapids Road
Richland, WA 99352

Mr. Ralph Beedle, Senior Vice President
and Chief Nuclear Officer

Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708


