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December 29, 2000

Mr. Steve W. Shaffer, Health Physicist 
Decommissioning and Laboratory Branch 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region 1, Mail Control No. 124941 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Re: Thorium Results for Soil Samples Collected at the Prometcor Site and Request for a License 

Amendment to Release Soils Excavated within the Parking Lot and Building 6 Area (License 

No. STB-1451) 

Dear Mr. Shaffer: 

On behalf of Prometcor, Inc. (formerly Ronson Metals), Sovereign Consulting submits the enclosed sampling 

results (Attachment I) to the USNRC, Region I for their review and approval. The attached results represent 

measured thorium-228 concentrations in soil samples collected from the subject, excavated soils at the 

Prometcor site. As agreed upon with the NRC, two composite samples were collected from each pile and 

analyzed for thorium-228. The attached sampling results demonstrate that the excavated soils from the 

parking lot and Buildings 6 area possess thorium concentrations that are within the USNRC total thorium 

limit of 10 pCi/g (i.e., all Th-228 less than 8 pCi/g) and can be released for unrestricted use. As previous data 

for the parking lot and the entire site have shown, analysis for Th-232 and Th-230 was not necessary since all 

measured concentrations are less than I pCi/g each and do not contribute in any substantial way to the 

measured, total thorium levels at the site. Per the agreement between Ronson Corporation and USNRC, as 

long as the Th-228 level is not greater than 8 pCi/g for a given sample, analysis for Th-232 and Th-230 is not 
necessary for the release of the soils represented.  

On behalf of Prometcor, Inc, Sovereign Consulting requests that Region I of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, at their earliest convenience, complete their review of the subject data and execute the necessary 
license amendment releasing the subject soils for unrestricted use.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (216) 272-7799 or at (216) 921-8398.  
Thank you for your prompt consideration to this matter.  

Sincerely, 

Jack Buddenbaum, CHP 
Principal Scientist 

cc: Mr. Daryl Holcomb (Ronson Corporation) 
Dr. Edward David 
Jenny Goodman (NJDEP) 
Marc Cicalese NMSSIRGN MATEERIALS-002

141 New Road • Suite D ° Parsippany, NJ 07054 ° Tel: 973-439-5757 * Fax: 973-439-5777
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ATTACHMENT 1: PROMETCOR, PARKING LOT/BLDG 6 
SOIL PILES, SAMPLING RESULTS FOR THORIUM-228
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