UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGION IV

611 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE 400
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011-8064

years

January 10, 2001

EA-99-157

Gregory M. Rueger, Senior Vice President
and General Manager

Nuclear Power Generation Business Unit

Pacific Gas and Electric Company

Nuclear Power Generation, B32

77 Beale Street, 32nd Floor

P.O. Box 770000

San Francisco, California 94177

SUBJECT: SAFETY-CONSCIOUS WORK ENVIRONMENT AT DIABLO CANYON
Dear Mr. Rueger:

Your letter of February 25, 2000, and the NRC letters of January 14 and May 2, 2000,
discussed the safety-conscious work environment at the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant.
Your letter described the actions that Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) have taken to address
the potential negative effects on the safety-conscious work environment as a result of the
events associated with the discrimination case involving Mr. Neil J. Aiken, a former shift
foreman at Diablo Canyon. On April 4, 2000, PG&E and Mr. Aiken reached a settlement in the
discrimination case that was pending before the Department of Labor. Because a settlement
was reached, the Department of Labor closed the discrimination case without reaching a final
decision.

PG&E and the NRC discussed this matter during a May 19, 2000, public meeting in the San
Luis Obispo area. In November 2000, PG&E continued its efforts (as described at the May 19
meeting) for monitoring its safety-conscious work environment by conducting another site-wide
culture survey. The results of this survey are expected in early 2001.

Throughout this period, the NRC has monitored PG&E's actions to address the potential for a
chilling effect to evolve. We have reviewed the findings that have emanated from the site
culture surveys and the NRC'’s inspection and allegation programs. Based upon our reviews,
no further specific NRC actions are planned related to the potential chilling effect resulting from
the Mr. Neil Aiken discrimination case; however, we will continue to monitor PG&E’s ongoing
efforts to maintain the safety-conscious work environment at Diablo Canyon, including review of
the upcoming survey results.
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Please contact me if you have any questions about this letter.
Sincerely,
/RA/

Ellis W. Merschoff
Regional Administrator

Docket Nos.: 50-275
50-323
License Nos.: DPR-80
DPR-82

cc:
David H. Oatley, Vice President

Diablo Canyon Operations and Plant Manager
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant

P.O. Box 56

Avila Beach, California 93424

Lawrence F. Womack, Vice President, Power
Generation & Nuclear Services

Diablo Canyon Power Plant

P.O. Box 56

Avila Beach, CA 93434

Dr. Richard Ferguson

Energy Chair

Sierra Club California

1100 lith Street, Suite 311
Sacramento, California 95814

Nancy Culver

San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace
P.O. Box 164

Pismo Beach, California 93448

Chairman

San Luis Obispo County Board of
Supervisors

Room 370

County Government Center

San Luis Obispo, California 93408
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Truman Burns\Mr. Robert Kinosian
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness, Rm. 4102

San Francisco, California 94102

Robert R. Wellington, Esq.

Legal Counsel

Diablo Canyon Independent Safety Committee
857 Cass Street, Suite D

Monterey, California 93940

Ed Bailey, Radiation Program Director
Radiologic Health Branch

State Department of Health Services
P.O. Box 942732 (MS 178)
Sacramento, CA 94327-7320

Steve Hsu

Radiologic Health Branch

State Department of Health Services
P.O. Box 942732

Sacramento, California 94327-7320

Christopher J. Warner, Esq.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
P.O. Box 7442

San Francisco, California 94120

City Editor

The Tribune

3825 South Higuera Street

P.O. Box 112

San Luis Obispo, California 93406-0112

Robert A. Laurie, Commissioner
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street (MS 31)
Sacramento, CA 95814
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RITS Coordinator (NBH)
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