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Andrew J, Spano
County Executive

January 3, 2001

By E-mail, Facsimile &
Airborne Express:

Dr. Richard A. Meserve

Chairman, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

One White Flint North

11535 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Re:  Operation of Indian Point 2 Nuclear Generating Facility

Dear Dr. Meserve:

Westchester County continues to oppose the re-opening of the Indian Point 2 Nuclear
Generating Facility (“IP2”) unless and until credible assurances are provided that it can be
operated in a safe and reliable manner. We respectfully request that operations at IP2 be
suspended immediately until such time as we can be guaranteed that the facility can be safely
operated. At a minimum, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (“NRC”) should conduct a
full, fair and impartial investigation of the facility, which should include 2 more thorough
inspection of IP2’s major components and safety systems. In addition, a senior representative
of the NRC must meet with municipal representatives and myself so that we can be provided
with a full and complete explanation of the start-up process and what steps are being taken to

ensure the safe operation of this facility.

Since both Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc. (“Con Edison”) and the
NRC have reported leaks in counection with the start-up (and considering the events
precipitating last February’s shut down), our citizens are understandably and gravely
concerned about the operation of this facility. Westchester needs appropriate assurance that
the continued operation of this facility will not present an ongoing danger to the health,
welfare and safety of our citizenry, and we request that the operation of IP2 be suspendeci
immediately and not re-commenced until such time as such assurance can be provided.
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We are in no way comforted by the self-serving statements of Con Edison, including
that of its spokesperson Mike Clendenin, to the effect that, “We have a small leak which is
normal with any restart” We are also troubled by NRC spokesperson Neil Sheehan’s
statement that, “There is no reason why they cannot continue to work until the next shutdown
and then go in and fix or replace it.” It seems to us that this is precisely the situation that

existed last February prior to the first leak.

Given IP2’s troubled history, we strongly believe that all leaks be corrected before the
NRC allows any re-start of this nuclear facility. Only a suspension of operations will afford
our citizens the protection that they need. Since Con Edison already has commenced
operation, immediate action by the NRC is necessary.

This letter should be deemed a formal request by the County of Westchester that the
NRC immediately suspend operations at IP2. In addition, we believe that it is in the public
interest that the NRC should commence a public hearing to be held in Westchester. It is in
the interests of all parties to have full and complete disclosure. Only then will the public
receive the assurances to which they are entitled that IP2 can be operated safely.

c¢e:  Commissioner Greta J. Dicus
Commissioner Nils J. Diaz
Commissioner Edward McGaffigan, Jr.
Commissioner Jeffrey S. Merrifield
" Hubert J. Miller, Regional Administrator, NRC
'William Richardson, Secretary of Energy
Sen. Charles E. Schumer
Sen. Hillary Rodbam Clinton
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