UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHIRGTON, O,.C. M0555-0001

January 23, 2001

]

Bruce J. Campbell

Executive Associate Director

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Washington, DC 20472

Dear Mr. Campbell:

I am responding to your December 20, 2000, letter, requesting my assistance in expediting the
processing of an exemption request to transport high-activity cesium sources in a non-Type B
container. My staff is sensitive to your budgetary concerns. We have been working with your
staff for 18 months, since we became aware that the package did not meet NRC requirements,
to obtain the information that NRC needs to make a determination regarding your exemption
request.

During an October 10, 2000, meeting with your staff, NRC identified the information missing
from your exemption request. My staff also discussed ways for FEMA to provide the above
information, which your staff committed to do expeditiously. On January 9, 2001, we received
FEMA's revised application dated December 19, 2000. My staff will perform a review and will
establish a schedule to complete our determination, including the preparation of an
environmental assessment. | have asked my staff to work closely with your staff to bring the
review to closure as soon as practicable.

Please contact me if | can be of any further assistance.
Sincerely,
/RA/
William D. Travers

Executive Director
for Operations
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