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- ~David L. M(:“VPI Chief . . __- o
Rules and Directives Branch ' ’ .
Office of Administration Mail Stop T-6D59 - A ) .
N US Nuclear Regulatory Commission I SRR
R Washmgton DC 20555-0001 o Y : o -

' Dear Mr. Meyer

: Radfoactlve soils should NOT BE RELEASFD or recycled in any way, rather they » ,
should be isolated from cont'\ct with the public and the envrronmentt L A
The report, “Human Interaction with Reused Soﬂ A therature Search,” aims to provide o
.atechnical base for assessment of seenarios for réuse of radiologically contaminated -
o " soils. The intent-of this document is clear; the Nuclear Regulatory, Commission fs.
' working toward the wxdespread sale of radloactlve soil from nuclear powcr pmnts and
other NRC licensed facrht'es ;
We belzeve that thzs lzterature search isan madequate basis for a decision of this,
- magnztude In '{hIS Tepdrt, the NRC has selected 56 documents; mtended to dcﬁne ) ‘
““realistic reuse scenarios” for the many tons of contammated soils on hand at the nation’s
T nuclear power plants.  According to the INRC, 1his §tockpile of contaminated soils could
' . be used safely for a number of public and private ventures, such.as home landscapmo S
prOJects school athletic fields, and chrldren S playgrounds ‘
We believe that the NRC'’s conclusions are premature We urge the NRC to heed the
‘warning of Carlo Long ("asler ‘who asked the NRC to review materials relating to the
- accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in 1986 and Japanese documents relating -
g the long-term health effects of the-atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasak1

. We belzeve that the goal of the NRC must be.to zsolate radzoactzve materzal and prevent
- public exposures.” It is unethical and. 1rresponsrble to deliberately expose people by.
allowing radloactlve materials into da11y commerce. Releasing these soils into public .
commerce is a vlolatlon of the- Atomlc Energy Act Congress estabhshed the NRC in -
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“order to rectify a weakness in the nuclear control system Exammatlon of the leglslatlve
intent of Congress indicates that a division of functions was necessary to respond to '

“growing criticism that there is a basic conflict between the AEC’s regulation of the
nuclear power industry and its development and promot1on of new technology for the

1ndustry D

Furthermore .Congress determmed that “the processing and utilization of source, by-
product, and special nuclear material must bé regulated in the national interest and in
order to prov1de for the common defense and security and fo protect the health and safety .

.of the public.” The NRC has an “overriding respon51b1l1ty for assurmg public health and.
- safety in the operation of nuclear power facilities.” Therefore, we bel1eve that allowing -

the release of radioactively contaminated material into commerce isa d1rect Vlolatlon of

o the respons1b111t1es delegated to the NRC by Congress

S1ncerely, )

Kyle Rabin .

Nuclear Eneréy Policy PfrOJ ect Drrector
Air & Energy Program Associate o ;f
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