
December 20, 2000

EA-00-179

Mr. John Groth
Senior Vice President - Nuclear Operations
Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.
Indian Point 2 Station
Broadway and Bleakley Avenue
Buchanan, NY 10511

SUBJECT: CONSOLIDATED EDISON COMPANY OF NEW YORK, INC. (CON ED)
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION TO REPLY TO THE FINAL SIGNIFICANCE
DETERMINATION FOR A RED FINDING AND NOTICE OF VIOLATION AT
INDIAN POINT 2, ISSUED NOVEMBER 20, 2000

Dear Mr. Groth:

On November 20, 2000, the NRC sent you a Final Significance Determination for a Red Finding
and a Notice of Violation for a violation that occurred at Indian Point 2. The violation resulted
from the NRC determination that, in 1997, Con Ed failed to fully identify and correct a significant
condition adverse to quality involving the steam generators at Indian Point 2, despite
opportunities during its 1997 steam generator inspections to do so. The significant condition
adverse to quality entailed the presence of primary water stress corrosion cracking (PWSCC)
flaws in four Row 2 steam generator tubes, in the small-radius low-row U-bend apex area. The
significant condition adverse to quality was not identified and corrected during that 1997 steam
generator inservice inspection, because Con Ed did not adequately account for conditions that
adversely affected the detectability of, and increased the susceptibility to, tube flaws. This
issue was classified as a Red finding under the NRC Revised Reactor Oversight Program.

Our November 20, 2000 letter provided you: (1) 10 business days to appeal the NRC
determination of the significance of the red finding, and (2) 30 days to respond to the Notice of
Violation. On December 18, 2000, Mr. J. Baumstark, of your staff sent the NRC a letter
requesting a 30 day extension of time to respond to the Final Significance Determination for a
Red finding and a Notice of Violation. That December 18 letter indicated that your current
engagement in unit restart and power ascension activities was the basis for the extension
request.

I have decided, after consultation with Mr. James Luehman, Deputy Director of the Office of
Enforcement, to grant a 30 day extension of time to respond to the Notice of Violation.
Therefore, your response to the Notice should be submitted to the NRC by January 19, 2001.
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The November 20, 2000 Notice of Violation is related to a broad concern about weaknesses in
corrective action programs at the Indian Point 2 facility. Your continued attention to this matter
is important. As you know, we have continued to monitor, as part of our heightened oversight
of the Indian Point 2 facility, your efforts to improve these programs. Assessment of corrective
actions has been an element of each of the numerous NRC inspections that have been
performed at the facility. One recent inspection, the Problem Identification and Resolution
(PI&R) inspection (Inspection Report No. 50-247/00-012 issued December 4, 2000), focused
specifically on this issue. This will be a key focus area in the upcoming supplemental inspection
(NRC Inspection Procedure 95003) scheduled to begin in January 2001.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter and your
response will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or
from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of the NRC’s document system (ADAMS).
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/ADAMS/index.html (the
Public Reading Room). To the extent possible, your response should not include any personal
privacy, proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be placed in the Public Document
Room without redaction.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Hubert J. Miller
Regional Administrator

Docket No. 05000247
License No. DPR-26
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cc:
A. Alan Blind, Vice President - Nuclear Power
J. Baumstark, Vice President, Nuclear Power Engineering
J. McCann, Manager, Nuclear Safety and Licensing
B. Brandenburg, Assistant General Counsel
C. Faison, Director, Nuclear Licensing, NYPA
J. Ferrick, Operations Manager
C. Donaldson, Esquire, Assistant Attorney General, New York Department of Law
P. Eddy, Electric Division, Department of Public Service, State of New York
T. Rose, NFSC Secretary
F. William Valentino, President, New York State Energy Research

and Development Authority
J. Spath, Program Director, New York State Energy Research

and Development Authority
County Clerk, West Chester County Legislature
A. Spano, Westchester County Executive
R. Bondi, Putnam County Executive
C. Vanderhoef, Rockland County Executive
J. Rampe, Orange County Executive
T. Judson, Central NY Citizens Awareness Network
M. Elie, Citizens Awareness Network
D. Lochbaum, Nuclear Safety Engineer, Union of Concerned Scientists
J. Riccio, Public Citizen’s Critical Mass Energy Project
M. Mariotte, Nuclear Information & Resources Service
E. Smeloff, Pace University School of Law
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