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Del teh tof Energy 

Washington, DC 20585 

December 7, 2000 CID 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. Hoffmnan /

Post Office Box 1813 
Kealakekua, Hawaii 96750 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman: 

This is in response to your September 7, 2000, letter to Senator Inouye regarding 
your concerns about the Department of Energy's (DOE) recycling materials from 
its surplus nuclear facilities. Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson has suspended 
the release of metals from our radioactive facilities for recycling, and he has set 
the Department on a course to ensure that in the future there is no detectable 
contamination above background levels on metals recycled from DOE facilities.  

The enclosed news release describes the Secretary's policy. Additional 
information is available on the Department's web site: http://tis.eh.doe.gov/oepa/ 
under the tab marked "focus areas." I encourage you to review this information 
and contact the Department with any further questions or comments.  

If you have further questions about the Department's Environmental Management 
program, please contact me at (202) 586-7710, visit our home page at 
www.em.doe.gov, or contact Mr. Steve Lerner, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 586-5470.  

Sincerely, 

Carolyn L. Huntoon 
Assistant Secretary for 

Environmental Management 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
United States Senate 

The Honorable Richard A. Meserve 
Chairman 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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NEWS
NEWS MEDIA CONTACTS: FOR IMMEDIATX RELLASE 
DoE.. laeKAhen 202/386-06 July 13, 2000 
Matt Nmnig. 202/566.4940 

Secretary Richardson Suspends Release of Materials 
from DOE Facilities 

Secretary of Energy Bill Richalzrd loday.o smpmfd the release of potef*ialy contanmnated 
scrap metals for recycling from Department of Energy (DOE) nuclear facilities. The suspension is pan of a new policy aimed at ensuring contaminated materiali amc not recycled into consumer 
products and at improving the department's management of scrap materials at its nuclear 
weapons production sites.  

"-I am making this decision to ensure American consumers that scrap metal released from Encrgy Department facilities for recycling contains no detectable contamination from departmental activitic," said Sccrctary Richardson. "The suspension will remain in effect until our sites can 
confirm that they meet this new more rigorous standard." 

DOE's existing standards result in radiation exposure that is already far below what is allowed by federal policy. Detection equipment currently available will enable the department to do even 
better.  

The department also is initiating a feasibility study on the possibility of recycling steel from decommissioned facilities into waste containers or other items needed by DOE. A preliminary review completed last May concluded that the concept merits a more detailed study.  

"I am chalcriging the department's managers to think creatively and come up with incentives to 
promote internal reuse and recycling." said Secretary Richardson.  

Richardson also announced other steps to improve record keeping and reporting as well as acceleration of the department's program to collect some types of commercially owned.  
radioactive sources that are no longer in use. Sealed radioactive sources are used in a variety of measuremnt, calibration and other activities. These sources can pose significant risks to steelworkers or the public if abandoned or illegally disposed. DOE has responsibility under the 
ILw-Level Waste Policy Act of 1985 to dispose of them properly.  
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