
December 14, 2000

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-III-00-044

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public
interest significance. The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation, and
is basically all that is known by the Region III staff on this date.

Facility
Rush-Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center
Rush-Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center
Chicago, Illinois
Docket:
License: IL-01766-01 (Agreement State)

Licensee Emergency Classification
___ Notification of Unusual Event

Alert
Site Area Emergency
General Emergency

X Not Applicable

SUBJECT: Lost Iridium-192 Seeds

DESCRIPTION:

On December 11, 2000, one ribbon consisting of four iridium-192 seeds was lost. The seeds were
being used in the treatment of a patient who was undergoing tracheal brachytherapy. The ribbon
is believed to have been disposed of accidently in biomedical hazardous waste. The hospital has
been surveyed, but the seeds were not located. Licensee officials believe the seeds are being
transported to a hazardous waste facility in Clinton, Illinois. State officials have notified the waste
facility to expect the shipment and to perform the necessary surveys. The seeds had a total activity
of 3.2 millicuries (118 MBq).

The NRC Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards and the NRC Office of State and Tribal
Programs were notified of the incident.

The Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety reported this event to the NRC Operations Center on
December 13, 2000. IDNS is investigating the incident. This information was discussed with IDNS
and is current as of 10 a.m. CST on December 14, 2000.

CONTACTS: James Lynch (630) 829-9661 Monte Phillips (630) 829-9806


