June 3, 1991

Docket No. 50-334
Serial No. BV-91-016

Mr. J. D. Sieber, Vice President
Nuclear Group

Duquesne Light Company

Post Office Box 4

Shippingport, Pennsylvania 15077-0004

Dear Mr. Sieber:
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BEAVER VALLEY UNIT 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT RELATED TO

EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENTS OF GDC 57 (TAC 75772)

Enclosed for your information is a copy of an Environmental Assessment and

Finding of No Significant Impact.

This assessment applies to the exemption

requested in your letter dated January 11, 1990, as supplemented by letters

dated March 23, 1990 and April 29, 1991, and relates to containment isolation

provisions for the recirculation-spray heat exchanger river-water radiation

monitor sample-lines.

This Environmental Assessment has been forwarded to the

Office of the Federal Register for publication. -
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Sincerely,

/s/

Albert W. De Agazio, Sr. Project Manager
Project Directorate I-4

Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
Environmental Assessment

cc w/enclosure:
See next page
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Mr. J. D. Sieber
Duquesne Light Company
cc:

Jay E. Silberg, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20037

Nelson Tonet, Manager

Nuclear Safety

Duquesne Light Company

P. 0. Box 4

Shippingport, Pennsylvania 15077

Commissioner Roy M. Smith

West Virginia Department of Labor
Building 3, Room 319

Capitol Complex

Charleston, WV 25305

John D. Borrows

Director, Utilities Department
Public Utilities Commission
180 East Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43266-0573

Director, Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency
Post Office Box 3321

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-3321

Beaver Valley Power Station
Units 1 & 2

Bureau of Radiation Protection

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Resources

ATTN: R. Janati

Post Office Box 2063

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Mayor of the Borrough of
Shippingport -

Post Office Box 3 '

Shippingport, Pennsylvania 15077

Regional Administrator, Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Post Office Box 181
Shippingport, Pennsylvania 15077
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

BEAVER VALLEY POWER STATION, UNIT NO. 1

DUQUESNE_LIGHT COMPANY

OHIO EDISON_ COMPANY
PENNSYLVANIA POWER COMPANY

DOCKET NO. 50-334

ENVIROMMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND

FINDING CF NO_SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering
issuance of an exemption to Facility Operating License Mo. DPR-66, issued to
Duquesne Light Company (the licensee), for operation of the Beaver Valley
Power Station, Unit No. 1, (BVPS-1) located in Beaver County, Pennsylvania.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of Proposed Action: The exemption, proposed by letter dated
January 11, 1990, and supplemented by letters dated March 23, 1990 and

April 29, 1991, would provide partial relief from the requirements of 10 CFR

Part 50, Appendix A, General Design Criterion 57 (GDC 57) with respect to the
valve configuration in the recirculation spray system heat exchanger {RSSHx)

river water radiation monitor sample lines.

The Need for the Proposed Action: The BVPS-1 RSSHx heat exchanger river water

radiation monitor sample lines do not have containment isolation valves that
are either automatic, remote-manual, or locked closed. Therefore, this

configuration does not meet the requirements of GDC 57 relating to containment
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isolation.provisions for lines that penetrate containment but that are part of
a closed system inside containment. Additionally, the Updated Final Safety
Analysis Report does not describe this deviation from GDC 57. The proposed
exemption would provide partial relief from the requirements of GDC 57 for
this system by permitting the use of manually-operated isolation valves “in the
subject sample lines. The sample lines are normally open and must remain open
following an accident to detect rapidly any radiation releases through an RSSHx
tube Teak. Although a radioactivity release eventually could be detected by
means other than the normally open radiation monitors in the sample lines, it
would take much longer to identify and isolate the leaking RSSHx. Therefore,
locked-closed valves or automatic valves in the sample lines are not desirable
from the standpoint of minimizing releases of radioactivity.
Eﬁyjrgpm@p}g]_}wpg;j§_pf_jhg_frpppsed Action: The Commission has evaluated
the environmental impacts of the proposed exemption and has determined that the
probability of accidents has not been increased by the proposed alternative
testing, and that post-accident radiological releases would not be greater than
previously determined. Further, the Commission has determined that the
proposed exemption does not affect routine radiological plant effluents or
occupational radiological exposure. Accordingly, the Commission concludes
that there are no significant radiological environmental impacts associated
with this proposed exemption,

With regard to potential non-radiological impacts, the proposed exemption
involves features located entirely within the restricted area as defined in

10 CFR Part 20. 1t does not affect non-radiological plant effluents and has no



other environmental impact. Therefore, the Commission concludes that there
are no significant non-radiological environmental impacts associated with the
proposed exemption.
Alternative to the Proposed Action: Since the Commission has concluded that
the environmental effects of the proposed action are not significant, aﬁf
alternative with equal or greater environmental impact need not be evaluated.
The principal alternative would be to deny the requested exemption. This
would not reduce the environmental impact attributable to this facility, and
would result in a larger expenditure of licensee resources to comply with the
Commission's requlations.
Alternative Use of Resources: This action does not involve the use of
resources not previously considered in the Final Environmental Statement
related to operation of the Beaver Valley Power Station, Unit 1, dated July
1973.
Agencies_and Persons Consulted: The Commission's staff reviewed the

licensee's request and did not consult other agencies or persons.

Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, the Commission
concludes that the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the
quality of the human environment. Accordingly, the Commission has determined
not to prepare an environmental impact statement for the proposed exemption.

For further details with respect to this action, see the application for
exemption dated January 11, 1990, and supplemented by letters dated March 23,
199C and April 29, 1991, which are available for public inspection at the
Commission's Public Document Room, the Gelman Building, 2120 L Street,
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N.W., Washington, D.C. 20555 and at the Local Public Document Room located at

B. F. Jones Memorial Library, 663 Franklin Avenue, Aliquippa, Pennsy]vania
15001.
Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 3rd day of June, 1991.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

7

n F. Stolz, Director
oject Directorate I-
Division of Reactor Projects - I/I1

0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Regulatory Publications Branch
MEMORANDUM FOR: Division of Freedom of Information and Publications Services
Office of Administration and Resources Management

FROM: Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: BEAVER VALLEY POWER STATION, UNIT 1

One signed original of the Federal Register Notice identified below is enclosed for your transmittal to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication. Additional conformed copies ( 5 ) of the Notice are enclosed for your use.

D Notice of Receipt of Application for Construction Permit(s) and Operating License(s).

[l

Notice of Receipt of Partial Application for Construction Permit{s) and Facility
License(s): Time for Submission of Views on Antitrust Matters.

Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Amendment to Facility Operating License. (Call with____-day insert date).

Notice of Receipt of Application for Facility License(s); Notice of Availability of Applicant’s Environmental Report; and
Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Facility License(s) and Notice of Opportunity for Hearing.

Notice of Availability of NRC Draft/Final Environmental Statement.
Notice of Limited Work Authorization.

Notice of Availability of Safety Evaluation Report.

Notice of 1ssuance of Construction Permit(s).

Notice of Issuance of Facility Operating License(s) or Amendment(s).
Order.

Exemption.

Notice of Granting Exemption.

Environmental Assessment.

Notice of Preparation of Environmental Assessment.

Receipt of Petition for Director’s Decision Under 10 CFR 2.206.

Issuance of Final Director’s Decision Under 10 CFR 2.206.
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