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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 2000-007-00
Unplanned Emergency Diesel Generator Actuation Resulting
From Inadvertent Actuation of the Local Emergency Start Device

The enclosed licensee event report is submitted in accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv)
to report an event that resulted in the manual actuation of an Engineered Safety Feature.
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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e. approximately fifteen single-space typewritten lines)(16)

At 2055 on October 3, 2000, an unplanned actuation of the A Train Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG)
occurred following an inadvertent actuation of the local emergency start controls by a non-licensed Assistant
Equipment Operator (AEO). This actuation occurred during an informational walkdown while the AEO was
reviewing procedures associated with locally starting this EDG. Upon locating the local emergency start
device, the AEO contacted the glass cover on this device with his index finger. Due to the thickness of this
cover, and the relative movement of the glass cover within this device, the glass cover broke resulting in the
actuation of the EDG. The EDG subsequently achieved rated speed and voltage, however, no electrical loads
were transferred to the EDG since the offsite power supply was not affected.

The human performance error precursor of “Inaccurate Risk Perception” was determined to be applicable in
explaining the actions taken by the AEO during this event. This was based on an unrecognized risk
associated with the design of the emergency start device which allowed the glass cover to be broken without
excessive force. As aresult, operating experience training will be provided to Operations personnel regarding
this specific event, and the generic implications of this event to other plant systems/components.
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DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:

At 2055 on October 3, 2000, an unplanned actuation of the A Train Emergency Diesel Generator
(EDG) occurred following an inadvertent actuation of the local emergency start controls by a non-
licensed Assistant Equipment Operator (AEO).

At approximately 2055, a non-licensed AEO was performing an informational walkdown of the
A Train EDG while reviewing the procedure associated with locally starting this EDG. This
procedure contained guidance for performing an emergency local start by breaking a glass cover on
an emergency start device mounted on the local control panel. The operating mechanism for this
device (SquareD, Class 9001, Type K15 Emergency Break Glass Operator) is normally maintained
depressed by a glass cover. A hammer mounted next to the device is utilized to break the glass
cover in order to actuate this operating mechanism. Although this glass cover offers some physical
protection against inadvertent actuation, the thickness of this cover is only approximately 1/32 of an
inch. Additionally, this cover is not secured within this unit and is subject to movement within the
device when a force is exerted on the glass cover.

Upon observing this emergency start device, the AEO contacted the glass cover with his index
finger. Due to the thickness of this cover, and the relative movement of the glass cover within the
device, the glass cover broke resulting in the actuation of this device. The A Train EDG
subsequently started and achieved rated speed and voltage. Since the offsite power supply to the
associated Class 1E distribution system was not affected, no electrical loads were transferred to the
EDG during this event. Following replacement of the glass cover, the EDG was secured and
restored to a standby status at 2247.

BASIS FOR REPORTABILITY:

This event is reportable per 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv) as an event or condition that resulted in the manual
actuation of an Engineered Safety Feature (ESF).

CONDITION AT TIME OF EVENT:
Mode 1, 100% power

ROOT CAUSE:

The human performance error precursor of “Inaccurate Risk Perception” was determined to be applicable in
explaining the actions taken by the AEO during this event. This was based on an unrecognized risk
associated with the design of the emergency start button which allowed the glass cover to be broken without
excessive force.
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

Operating experience training will be provided to Operations personnel regarding this specific event, and
the generic implications of this event to other plant systems/components.

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE:

This event was not considered to be risk significant since this actuation did not impact the ability of any
safety systems to perform their design basis function during this event. Had the offsite power source to this
distribution system been lost, the A Train EDG remained capable of accepting the design basis loading of
this distribution system throughout the duration of this event.

PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES:

No previous occurrences were identified of inadvertent EDG actuations that had resulted from the
actuation of this emergency start device.

FOOTNOTES:
The system code listed below is taken from IEEE Standard 805-1984.

System EK




