October 31, 2000
MEMORANDUM TO: Cynthia A. Carpenter, Chief
Generic Issues, Environmental, Financial &
Rulemaking Branch
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs, NRR

FROM: Joseph L. Birmingham, Project Manager/RA/
Generic Issues, Environmental, Financial &
Rulemaking Branch
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs, NRR

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MEETING WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI)
AND INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING OKONITE
CABLE TEST FAILURES

On October 12, 2000, representatives of industry and NEI met with Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) staff members to discuss results of an industry survey on the installation of
Okonite cable. The survey was initiated because of a concern for Okonite cable test failures
reported by Brookhaven National Laboratories. The survey was conducted by NEI to determine
the location and environment in which the cable was installed. The survey results were to be
used as input to determine the actions needed to resolve the concern for the test failures.
Meeting attendees are listed in Attachment 1. Slides presented by NEI are in Attachment 2.

Dick Wessman, NRC, began the meeting with introductions and an overview of the history of
the concern. Mr. Doug Walters, NEI, then presented the results of the industry survey. High
lights of the results were: 100% of licensees responded, 80 of 103 units determined they did not
have this cable installed, and only 5 units have the cable installed in a service environment
greater than 60 degrees Centigrade. The 5 units with the cable are reviewing corrective
actions. NEI will issue the survey results in a paper to industry by the end of October.
Additional details on the 5 units with the cable are in Attachment 2.

NRC staff asked whether the term “average service environment” was a numerical averaging
over the length of the cable such that hotspots could exist. NEI indicated that this was not a
numerical averaging over the length of the cable and agreed to provide more information on
this question in the paper to be issued. NRC indicated that it intended to issue a Regulatory
Issue Summary after the NEI paper was issued. NRC questioned Okonite on the Part 21
aspect of the issue. Okonite responded that they intended to resolve that question within 30
days after receiving the NEI report.

Having concluded the discussion on the survey results the meeting was adjourned.
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