~— October 24, 1988 N

Docket No. 50-289

Mr. Henry D. Hukill, Vice President
and Director - TMI-1

GPU Nuclear Corporation

P. 0. Box 480

Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Dear Mr. Hukill:

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
RELATING TO EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR PART 50
APPENDIX R (TAC NO. 68331)

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact" for your information. This environmental assessment
relates to your May 21, 1988 request for an exemption to 10 CFR Part 50,
Appendix R, Section III.G.2.b for reactor coolant letdown system valve
circuity.

The environmental assessment has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/s/

Ronald W. Hernan, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate I-4

Division of Reactor Projects I/II

O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
As stated

cc w/enclosure:
See next page
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Mr. Henry D. Hukill
GPU Nuclear Corporation

cc:

G. Broughton

0&M Director, TMI-1

GPU Nuclear Corporation

Post Office Box 480
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Richard J. McGoey

" Manager, PWR Licensing

GPU Nuclear Corporation

100 Interpace Parkway
Parsippany, New Jersey 70754

C. W. Smyth

TMI-1 Licensing Manager

GPU Nuclear Corporation

Post Office Box 480

Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Ernest L. Blake, Jr., Esq.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037

Larry Hochendoner

Dauphin County Commissioner
Dauphin County Courthouse

Front and Market Streets
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

David D. Maxwell, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
Londonderry Township

RFD#1 - Geyers Church Road
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Three Mile Island Nuclear Station,
Unit No. 1

Richard Conte

Senior Resident Inspector (TMI-1)
U.S.N.R.C. '
Post Office Box 311

Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Regional Administrator, Region I

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Robert B. Borsum

Babcock & Wilcox

Nuclear Power Generation Division
Suite 525

1700 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Governor's Office of State Planning
and Development

ATTN: Coordinator, Pennsylvania
State Clearinghouse

Post Office Box 1323

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Thomas M. Gerusky, Director

Bureau of Radiation Protection

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Resources

Post Office Box 2063

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Docketing and Service Section
O0ffice of the Secretary

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

\53 METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY
JERSEY CENTRAL POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

PENNSYLVANIA ELECTRIC COMPANY
GPU_NUCLEAR CORPORATION

DOCKET NO. 50-289
. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF

NO _SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering
issuance of an exemption from the requirements of Appendix R to 10 CFR Part 50
to GPU Nuclear Corporation (the licensee), for the Three Mile Island Nuclear

Station, Unit 1 (TMI-1), Tocated in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of Proposed Action:
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The exemption would grant relief from the requirements of Appendix R,
Section 111.G.2.b as these requirements relate to circuit separation for
reactor coolant letdown system valves MU-V-2A, -2B, -3, -4 and -5. Appendix R
would require the circuits for these valves to be separated by 20 feet with no
intervening combustibles. Although the 20 feet separation exists in the
as-built plant, intervening combustibles exist in the form of cables in trays
which supply other, unrelated circuity.

The exemption is responsive to the licensee's application for exemption

dated May 21, 1988.
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The Need for the Proposed Action:

The proposed exemption is needed because the features described in the
licensee's request regarding the existing and proposed fire protection at the
plant for this item are the most practical method for meeting the intent of
Appendix R and literal compliance would not significantly enhance the fire
protection capability.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

The proposed exemption will provide a degree of fire protection such that
there 1s no increase in the risk of fires at this facility. Consequently, the
probability of fires has not been increased and the potential post-fire
radiological releases will not be greater than previously determined nor does
the proposed exemption ctherwise affect radiological plant effluents.
Therefore, the Commission concludes that there are no significant
radiological environmental impacts associated with the proposed exemption.

With regard to potential nonradiological impacts, the proposed exemption
involves features located within the restricfed area as defined in 10 CFR
Part 20. It does not affect nonradiological plant effluents and has no other
environmental impacts. Therefore, the Commisgion concludes that there are no
significant nonradiological environmental impacts associated with the proposed
exemption.

Alternative to the Proposed Action:

It has been concluded that there s no measurable impact associated with
the proposed exemption; any alternatives to the exemption will have either no

environmental impact or greater environmental impact.
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Alternative Use of Resources:

This action involves no use of resources not previously considered in the
Final Environmental Statement for the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station,
Unit 1.

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

The NRC staff reviewed the licensee's request and did not consult other
agencies or persons.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, the NRC staff concludes
that the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of
the human environment,

For further detafls with respect to this action, see the request for
exemption dated May 21, 1988, which is available for public inspection at the
Commission's Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. and at
the Government Publications Section, State Lipbrary of Pennsylvania, Walnut
Street and Commonwealth Avenue, Box 1601, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 24th day of October 1988.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

7/ﬁ 7

. Stolz, Directgj

roaect Directorate I

g;yﬁsion of Reactor Projects I/11
Tice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation




