November 2, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR: James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations
FROM: Samuel J. Chilk, Secretary /s/
SUBJECT: SECY-92-348 - LETTER TO BUREAU OF LAND

MANAGEMENT IN SUPPORT OF LAND TRANSFER TO
STATE OF CALIFORNIA NECESSARY FOR LICENSING
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITY

This is to advise you that the Commission has not objected to the
proposed letter to the Bureau of Land Management with the changes
shown in the attachment.

Attachment:
As stated

cc: The Chairman
Commissioner Rogers
Commissioner Curtiss
Commissioner Remick
Commissioner de Planque
OGC
OIG
Office Directors, Regions (via E-Mail)
OP, SDBU/CR, ASLBP (via FAX)

SECY NOTE: THIS SRM AND SECY-92-348 WILL BE MADE PUBLICLY
AVAILABLE 10 WORKING DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS
SRM






Henry Bisson

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
California Desert District Office
6221 Box Springs Boulevard

Riverside, California 92507

Dear Mr. Bisson:

| am responding to the Federal Register Notice regarding the
proposed noncompetitive sale of land to the State of California

for the purpose of siting a low-level radioactive waste disposal

(LLW) facility (57 FR 43468; September 21, 1992 )

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) views supports— the
proposed transfer of land as being consistent with the Low-Level
Radioactive Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1985 (99 Stat. 1842).

Timely transfer of the land from the Bureau of Land Management to
the State of California will allow California to proceed with its

efforts to license a LLW disposal facility for operation by July

1, 1994, when the Barnwell, South Carolina, LLW disposal facility
may no longer be available to Southwestern Compact generators of
LLW. These generators may have to store LLW __ on-site. Such
actions by generators are contrary to the current NRC position of

not looking favorably upon on-site storage of LLW, by generators,
after January 1, 1996.

If there is any additional information that would be helpful to

your agency in making a positive—— decision on the land transfer to
the State of California, we will be glad to assist you. Our

agency contact in California is Dean Kunihiro, NRC Region V State
Liaison Officer, located in Walnut Creek. His phone is 510/975-

0225.

Sincerely,

Carlton Kammerer, Director
Office of State Programs



