
November 9, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO: William D. Travers
Executive Director for Operations

FROM: William F. Kane, Director /RA/ Martin J. Virgilio
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

SUBJECT: DIRECT FINAL RULE TO AMEND 10 CFR 72.214, “LIST OF
APPROVED SPENT FUEL STORAGE CASKS”
(NAC-UMS, AMENDMENT NO. 1)

Attached, for your signature, is a direct final rule, along with the companion proposed rule
(Attachments 1 and 2), amending U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations, by
revising the cask system listing for the NAC International (NAC) Universal Storage System
(NAC-UMS) cask. This amendment will allow holders of power reactor operating licenses, as
general licensees under 10 CFR Part 72, to store pressurized-water reactor (PWR) design basis
fuel assemblies in accordance with revised technical specifications and Maine Yankee site-
specific spent fuel in the NAC-UMS. Amendment No. 1 includes: (1) changes to authorized
contents to allow Maine Yankee site-specific spent fuels within the PWR basket, including
damaged or consolidated fuel in a Maine Yankee fuel can and burnups up to 50,000
MWd/MTU; (2) changes to allow longer times for PWR spent fuel cask loading operations
based on reduced heat loads; (3) authorization to store, without canning, intact PWR
assemblies with missing grid spacers (up to an unsupported length of 60 inches); (4) editorial
clarifications of the technical specifications; and (5) deletion of a certificate reference to the
NS-4-FR trade name of the solid neutron shielding material in the vertical concrete cask shield
plug.

The Commission directed the staff, in a Staff Requirements Memorandum dated September 3,
1998, to use a direct final rule approach for Certificate of Compliance rulemakings. This
amendment is considered to be noncontroversial because it only amends a previously approved
cask system. It should be pointed out, however, that NRC received a letter from the State of
Maine, dated November 1, 2000, requesting the Commission to stay the effective date of its
amendment to 10 CFR 72.214 adding the NAC-UMS cask system to the list of approved
storage casks which was published on October 19, 2000 (65 FR 62581). However, based on
our review of the State’s request, we have denied the stay and do not believe that this will affect
the current rulemaking. Therefore, we are using the direct final rule approach to simplify the
process and to shorten the time before the rule becomes effective.

CONTACTS: Keith K. McDaniel, NMSS/IMNS
(301) 415-5252

Tim McGinty, NMSS/SFPO
(301) 415-8580
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Notices: A notice to the Commission that the Executive Director for Operations has signed the
Federal Register notices is included for the “Daily Staff Notes” (Attachment 3) and “Weekly
Report” (Attachment 4). The “Approved for Publication,” the “Environmental Assessment,” and
the forms for the “Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996" can be found
in Attachments 5 through 7, respectively, of this paper. The appropriate Congressional
committees will be notified.

Resources: No additional resources will be needed to implement this rule, unless we receive
significant adverse comments on the proposed rule.

Coordination: The Offices of Administration and Enforcement concur with this amendment.
The Office of the General Counsel has no legal objection. The Office of the Chief Financial
Office has reviewed the direct final rule for resource implications and has no objection. The
Office of the Chief Information Officer has reviewed the direct final rule for information
technology and information management implications and concurs in it.

Attachments:
1. FRN for Direct Final Rule
2. FRN for Proposed Rule
3. “Daily Staff Notes”
4. “Weekly Report to the Commission”
5. “Approved for Publication”
6. “Environmental Assessment”
7. “Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996" Forms
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