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TRANSMITTAL OF KEY DOCUMENTS RELEVANT TO U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 
ENERGY'S (DOE) VLAB[LITY ASSESSMENT (VA): REPOSITORY SAFETY STRATEGY: 
DOE'S STRATEGY TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY AFTER CLOSURE OF 
A YUCCA MOUNTAIN REPOSITORY; SECOND INTERIM REPORT - TOTAL SYSTEM 
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT PEER REVIEW PANEL; AND ANNOTATED OUTLINE 
FOR THE VA PRODUCT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management (OCRWM) will issue the VA in late fiscal 
year 1998. The VA will reference supporting technical documents prepared by OCRWM and our 
contractors. In order to facilitate your review of the VA, we are providing these supporting 
documents available to you as they are accepted by DOE. The DOE transmitted a list of these key supporting documents and a schedule for their availability on January 8, 1998. Our goal is to 
ensure the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is aware of these supporting documents to enable you to focus reviews on these key areas prior to DOE's transmittal of the VA to 
Congress. After the Congressional submittal, the NRC and other interested parties will have the 
opportunity to examine the VA.  

The Repository_ Safety Strategy UISl. epartment ofEnery' Strategy to Protect Public Health 
and Safety after Closure of a Yucca Mountain R.pository presents highlights of DOE's 
Repository Safety Strategy, which is the process for iteratively developing the safety case for the postclosure repository system. This document is updated as new site, design, and performance A//jI information dictates, or when regulatory changes provide impetus for rethinking aspects of the 
strategy.  
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Second Interim Report - Total System Performance Assessment (TSPA) Peer Review Panel 
(Complete Process Model Review/Se~cond Interim Report). The TSPA-VA Peer Review 
provides interim reports on their comments, concerns, conclusions, and recommendations at the 
conclusion of each of the first three phases of the review. The second phase of the review focuses 
on the modeling, scenarios, and abstractions that provide the bases for developing the TSPA-VA.  

The Annotated Outline for the VA Product Minagement Plan is contained as an Appendix A to 
the Management Plan for the Development of a VA Document. The VA Management Plan 
provides a detailed road map of DOE's development of the VA product elements.  

As you are aware, DOE will continue to evaluate the science, design, and performance assessment 
of Yucca Mountain after the VA. We expect to update information from these evaluations after 
the VA and will, of course, continue to focus our intertctions on these evaluations as we 
approach License Application.  

Please direct your comments to either J. Timothy Sullivan at (702) 794-5589 or April V. Gil at 
(702) 794-5578.  

Stephan J. Brocoum 

Assistant Manager for Licensing 

AML:AVG- 1429 

Enclosures: 
1. Repository Safety Strategy: 

U.S. Department of Energy's Strategy 
to Protect Public Health and Safety 
after Closure of a Yucca Mountain 
Repository 

2. Second Interim Report - Total System 
Performance Assessment Peer Review 
Panel 

3. Annotated Outline for the Viability 
Assessment Product Management Plan
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cc w/encls: 
S. L. Wastler, NRC, Rockville, MD 
giwdha MIjNrU ACNW, Washington, DC 
W. D. Bamard,.NWTRB, Arlington, VA.  
R. R. Loux, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV 
W. C. Patrick, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX 
AML Library 
Records Processing Center = 

cc w/o encls: 
M. A. Lugo, M&O, Las Vegas, NV.  
E. F. O'Neill, M&O, Las Vegas, NV 
R. C. Murray, MTS, Las Vegas, NV 
M. K. Cline, MTS, Las Vegas, NV 
J. D. Rosenthal, MTS, Las Vegas, NV 
D. R. Williams, DOEfYMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
P. G. Harrington, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
W. J. Boyle, DOEIYMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
J. T. Sullivan, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
R. L. Craun, DOEIYMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
R. E. Spence, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
M. G. Brodsky, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
M. C. Tynan. DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV 
C. L. Hanlon, DOE/YMS -O, Las Vegas, NV
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