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Mr. Richard A. Meserve 
Chairman 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
One White Flint North 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738 

Dear Mr, Meserve, 

I am writing to request that the public comment period be extended, and that additional public 
hearings be held, for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC) Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for interim private storage of high-level nuclear waste in Skull Valley, Utah.  

As you are aware, only three hearings have been held regarding the proposed interim private fuel 
storage of high-level nuclear waste in Skull Valley. It is imperative that the NRC allows states that will be 
impacted by this proposal to have an opportunity to hold public hearings. Transportation of high level 
nuclear waste is a critical issue concerning the health and safety of all Americans, and the NRC should not 
disregard the views of citizens in states where the waste would travel through.  

I am also concerned that temporarily storing nuclear waste in Skull Valley, Utah would serve as a 
stepping stone to permanent storage at Yucca Mountain. It would be unacceptable to the citizens of the 
State of Nevada to allow the nuclear waste to be permanently stored at Yucca Mountain simply because the 
waste has already been shipped to an interim site in a neighboring state.  

Additionally, I have strong reservations about the "return to sender" policy of this proposal that 
would transport the nuclear waste back to its original location if its containers did not meet the required 
safety specifications. Under this provision, nuclear waste originating in California has the potential to 
tr..... across s-;,utle"- Nevadaaup to ,u t;,-s. ,-nin,,u,'h ;e,,ardjzi,.,oIth hetth, tncn sa-tv Al sontern 

Nevada. This is an unacceptable and unconscionable solution to our nation's nuclear waste problem.  

Once again, I urge you to extend the comment period, allowing everyone a fair chance to 
participate in this important decision, and to hold additional public hearings not only in southern Nevada, 
but across the United States in regions where the waste would travel through.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

SHELLEY BERKLEY 
Member of Congress 
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