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September 29, 2000

Ms. Annette Vietti-Cook
Secretary
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555 - 0001

Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff

SUBJECT: PACKAGING AND TRANSPORTATION OF RADIOACTIVE
MATERIAL (10 CFR 71) TO MAKE IT COMPATIBLE WITH THE
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY TRANSPORTATION
STANDARDS ( FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE - 65 FR44360-JULY 17, 2000)

Dear Ms. Vietti-Cook,

On behalf of the New England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution and its several

hundred members, I herein endorse and repeat the request made by Mr. David Lochbaum

of the Union of Concerned Scientists and several other public interest stakeholders that

the public comment period on the above captioned proposed rulemaking be extended for

at least thirty (30) days.

In addition I endorse and wish to here incorporate by reference the comments

submitted by Mr. Lochbaum in his letter to USNRC regarding the above captioned

matter, dated September 28, 2000.

I would like to add a few simple observations:

I. USNRC rulemaking initiatives over the last several years are noticeably

devoid of any singular effort to increase public safety or safety margins. At

the same time USNRC rulemaking initiatives appear largely driven by

expressed concerns for relieving regulatory burden almost as if that were now

USNRC's sole purpose.
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2. USNRC should consider conforming its regulations to the regulations of

foreign nations or international bodies only if the result increases safety

margins or safety engineering conservation.

3. Due to its organizational make-up, IAEA standards are unavoidably colored

(tainted) by considerations of commercial purpose. USNRC should

scrupulously set aside commercial considerations in reviewing possible

adoption of IAEA standards as USNRC is first responsible to the American

public and not to the international or domestic nuclear industry.

I respectfully request that the New England Coalition [address provided below] be

added to the distribution list for all USNRC correspondence in the above

captioned matter.

Sincerel

Raymond Shadis
Staff
New England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution
Post Office Box 76
Edgecomb, Maine 04556
shadis@ime.net
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