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April 28, 1995

MEMORANDUM TO: James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations

FROM: John C. Hoyle, Secretary /s/

SUBJECT: STAFF REQUIREMENTS - BRIEFING ON IPE PROGRAM
AND SEVERE ACCIDENT RESEARCH PROGRAM, 10:00
A.M., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 1995,
COMMISSIONERS' CONFERENCE ROOM, ONE WHITE
FLINT NORTH, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND (OPEN TO
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE)

The Commission was briefed by the NRC staff on the IPE program
and severe accident research program. The Commission was pleased
with the work accomplished and supported the continued efforts of
the IPE program. However, the Commission notes that industry IPE
results do not provide a complete basis for supporting risk-based
regulatory decision-making. As stated by the staff, the staff's
IPE reviews have not been of sufficient depth to allow the staff
to indicate approval of, or concurrence with, the absolute values
and conclusions stated in the IPE reports, and do not serve as
validation of the results.

As an additional caution, the staff should not attempt to draw
insights and conclusions from detailed comparisons of different
IPE reports without full understanding of the assumptions and
basis used in developing each report.

The Commission suggested that if there is to be further use of
PRAs as a basis for risk-based regulatory changes, then the
industry should, in coordination with the staff, initiate the
actions necessary to develop PRAs that are acceptable for risk-
based regulatory use (i.e., standardized methods, assumptions,
level of detail).
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