
October 3, 2000

Mr. Otto L. Maynard
President and Chief Executive Officer
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
Post Office Box 411
Burlington, KA 66839

SUBJECT: WOLF CREEK GENERATING STATION RE: COMPLETION OF LICENSING
ACTION FOR GENERIC LETTER 98-02, "LOSS OF REACTOR COOLANT
INVENTORY AND ASSOCIATED POTENTIAL FOR LOSS OF EMERGENCY
MITIGATION FUNCTION WHILE IN A SHUTDOWN CONDITION"
(TAC NO. MA4816)

Dear Mr. Maynard:

On May 28, 1998, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued Generic Letter
(GL) 98-02 to all holders of operating licenses for pressurized water reactors (PWR), except
those who have permanently ceased operations, and have certified that fuel has been
permanently removed from the reactor vessel. The NRC issued GL 98-02 to request that PWR
licensees evaluate a September 17, 1994, event, which occurred at Wolf Creek, which had the
potential to draindown the reactor coolant system (RCS) to the refueling water storage tank
and, at the same time, render the emergency core cooling system (ECCS) and residual heat
removal (RHR) system inoperable by introducing a steam/water mixture to the suction side of
the ECCS and RHR pumps. Addressees of GL 98-02 were requested to provide the following
information within 180 days: (1) an assessment of whether the addressee’s facility is
vulnerable to the September 17, 1994, Wolf Creek event, and (2) if the facility is found to be
vulnerable, an assessment of the plant-specific 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B, quality assurance
program attributes which will prevent the subject event. If the addressee’s facility was
determined to be vulnerable, a response to information item (1) was to be provided pursuant to
10 CFR 50.54(f) and 10 CFR 50.4, and the responses to information items (1) and (2) were to
be kept in a licensee’s retrievable system for use by the NRC staff on an as-needed basis.

In response to GL 98-02, you provided a letter dated October 10, 1998 (ET 98-0054), for Wolf
Creek Generating Station (WCGS). In that letter, you stated that the WCGS design includes a
common header for the RHR and ECCS pump suction lines, which contributed to the
September 1994, event at WCGS and the plant evaluation concerning the subject vulnerability
(information item (2) of GL 98-02), was being kept in a retrievable licensee system that the
NRC can verify on an as-needed or sample basis, in accordance with the GL.

By letter dated April 18, 2000, the Region IV NRC staff issued NRC Inspection Report No. 50-
482/00-02. The subject inspection report contained details of the staff’s on-site verification of
activities which your staff undertook in response to GL 98-02 for WCGS. The inspector verified
that your staff had effectively implemented administrative controls, configuration management,
and operating procedures to preclude an inadvertent draindown event as described in the GL.
In response to identified human factor contributors to the initiation of the event at WCGS, there
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has been placed on Valve BN-8717: (1) a placard that requires station operators to check with
the control room to verify Valves EJ HV-8716A and B are in their appropriate position, and (2) a
lock that requires approval by procedure to open, before opening the valve. The above
measures, including the review of training, were found by the inspector to be sufficient to
preclude common mode failures as those previously experienced at WCGS and identified in
GL 98-02.

Therefore, the staff has reviewed your response to GL 98-02 and has concluded that (1) all the
information requested by the GL has been provided, and (2) your on-site activities adequately
address the concerns of the GL. Based on this conclusion, we consider GL 98-02 and TAC
No. MA4816 closed for WCGS. If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1307,
or through the internet at jnd@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Jack Donohew, Senior Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate IV & Decommissioning
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-482

cc: See next page
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Wolf Creek Generating Station

cc:
Jay Silberg, Esq.
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20037

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, TX 76011

Senior Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 311
Burlington, KS 66839

Chief Engineer
Utilities Division
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead Road
Topeka, KS 66604-4027

Office of the Governor
State of Kansas
Topeka, KS 66612

Attorney General
Judicial Center
301 S.W. 10th
2nd Floor
Topeka, KS 66612

County Clerk
Coffey County Courthouse
Burlington, KS 66839

Vick L. Cooper, Chief
Radiation Control Program, RCP
Kansas Department of Health

and Environment
Bureau of Air and Radiation
Forbes Field Building 283
Topeka, KS 66620

Vice President & Chief Operating Officer
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
P. O. Box 411
Burlington, KS 66839

Superintendent Licensing
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
P.O. Box 411
Burlington, KS 66839

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspectors Office
8201 NRC Road
Steedman, MO 65077-1032


