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SECY NOTE: THIS SRM AND SECY-97-073 WILL BE MADE PUBLICLY

AVAILABLE 5 WORKING DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS
SRM.

May 21, 1997

MEMORANDUM TO: L. Joseph Callan
Executive Director for Operations

FROM: John C. Hoyle, Secretary /s/

SUBJECT: STAFF REQUIREMENTS - SECY-97-073 - COMMENTS
ON THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY'S
ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING FOR THE
DECISION ON WHETHER THE WASTE ISOLATION PILOT
PLANT COMPLIES WITH THE 40 CFR PART 191
DISPOSAL REGULATIONS AND THE 40 CFR PART 194
COMPLIANCE CRITERIA

This is to advise you that the Commission has not objected to
sending the proposed letter to EPA, subject to the comments
provided below and the changes indicated in the attachment.

1) The letter should state the central point of Comments
11 and 12 of the attachment to Enclosure 1 of
SECY-97-073 in a direct and simple manner. More
specifically, the letter should make it clear that
maximum contaminant levels were derived on the basis of
technology that bears little, if any, relationship to
either ground water protection or ground water
remediation and for that reason their application to
either purpose is inappropriate.

2) The letter should attach SECY-97-073 since it provides
a thorough and detailed discussion of the background
and technical issues associated with the standards for
WIPP.

3) To the degree that it is necessary to provide more up-
to-date information than that contained in SECY-97-073,
the staff should attach a detailed set of comments to
the letter, including, but not limited to:
a) groundwater issues,
b) appropriateness of the dose standard, and
c) concerns raised by the technical community and



-2-

whether the staff finds those concerns to be
valid.

4) Also, a list of recent NRC/EPA interactions on the
major technical issues should be attached to the
letter.

5) The letter, with attachments, should be distributed to
appropriate Congressional committees.

Attachment:
As stated

cc: Chairman Jackson
Commissioner Rogers
Commissioner Dicus
Commissioner Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
OGC
CIO
CFO
OCA
OIG
Office Directors, Regions, ACRS, ACNW, ASLBP (via E-Mail)
PDR
DCS
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