
September 29, 2000

Dr. K. Kussmaul, Principal Editor
Nuclear Engineering and Design
Staatliche Materialprüfungsanstalt (MPA)
Universität Stuttgart
Pfaffenwaldring 32
D-70569 Stuttgart (Vaihingen)
Germany

Dear Dr. Kussmaul:

Thank you very much for your letter, January 24, 2000, in which you invited me to submit an
updated version of the paper on the generic issue resolution process that I presented at the 27th

Water Reactor Safety Information Meeting (“WRSIM”). I feel very honored by your interest in
this project, and am happy to comply with your request.

I feel I should apologize for not replying earlier. As you may be aware, we have been resolving
these generic issues under a schedule that is being monitored by the U. S. Congress, and this
schedule has been particularly heavy for the last six months. Fortunately, we have been able to
meet this schedule, and now have a short break until August. I have used some of this respite
to update the proposed paper, as you suggested, to include some of the issues we have
worked on since the WRSIM meeting. In accordance with your instructions, four copies of the
revised manuscript are enclosed, along with an electronic copy on a diskette in WordPerfect 8.0
format.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to let me know. I can be
reached by e-mail at hjv@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Harold J. Vander Molen, Ph.D.
Sr. Risk and Reliability Analyst
Regulatory Effectiveness Assessment

And Human Factors Branch
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enclosure: As stated
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