
july 26, 1961

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

AEC 997/56 

COPY NO. 8

4

WESTERN SUPPLIERS MEETING1 PARIS JUNE 12 AND 13, 1961

Note by the Secretary

The General Manager has requested that the attached memorandum 

from the Director of International Affairs be circulated for the 

information of the Commission,

W. B. McCool 

Secretary
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO A. R. Luedecke, General Manager DATE: JUN 29 1961 

(THRU) John A. Hall, AGIA 

FROM : A. A. Well.Dir tor///,7 
Division . ..

SUBJECT: WESTERN SUPPLIERS MEETING, PARIS, JUNE 12 AND 13, 1961 

This meeting was one in a series which have been held by the 
principal Western suppliers of nuclear materials and equip
ment for the purpose of exchanging views on safeguards and 
seeking a common front on the safeguards to be applied in 
bilateral arrangements. It was attended by Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, France, South Africa, the United States, and the 
United Kingdom.  

It was impossible to lay the groundwork for any formalization 
of a common front on safeguards due to the continued adamant 
French position to consider each potential safeguards case by 
itself. There was, however, no indication that any of the 
participants present, including the French, were willing to 
be the first to make a significant break in Western safeguards 
practices at this time. The meeting concluded with the in
formal common front precariously intact. All participants 
recognized that events within the next few months would prob
ably exert a determining influence on the future of safeguards; 
e.g., the final supply arrangements for the Indian Tarapur 
reactor project.  

Both South Africa and Canada stressed the importance of adequate 
implementation of safeguards responsibilities under bilateral 
agreements, and indicated that a significant departure by other 
suppliers from the implementation guidelines adopted by the IAEA 
would cause them to reconsider their position.  

The general consensus of the meeting was that the Western sup
plier nations should not press for registration of bilateral 
transfers with the IAEA until the Agency had been given an 
opportunity to obtain experience in operating its safeguards 
system.  

There was broad agreement with the United States position on 
safeguards for specialized equipment and non-nuclear materials.  
However, opposition was encountered to attaching and applying 
safeguards to heavy water and tritium.  
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The United States acted as host and the meeting was chaired 
by Philip J. Farley from the Department of State. Other 
United States participants were M. N. Hudson of the AEC 
and E. L. Brady of the U.S. Mission to the IAEA. The complete 
summary record of the meeting is on file in the Division of 
tDxernational Affairs.
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